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Bringing Hraven Down to Earth 

7hc Wfiser Concur Guide to Practical Astrology offers readers an introduction to 
the basic principles of astrology, sharing the philosophical and esoteric 
language of symbols that has developed into modern astrology. Costello 
explores the meanings of the signs, planets, houses, and aspects in a 
succinct yet informative fashion. As complete as it is concise, thia course 
of study delves deeply into the history and true spirit of astrology, making 
it accessible to all. 
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—De metre George, coauthor of Artndqgp for Yourself 

"Priscilla Costello'a description of the planets provide* an excellent, 
thoughtful, meaningful blend of astrology and mythology. Practical 
Astrology is an outstanding introduction to the basics of astrology and 
the art of interpretation. I highly recommend it." 

—Joyce Levine, author of Brruh/tmgk Aerology 

PatscttiA Costsllo la a teacher, writer, and counseling astrologer based 
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INTRODUCTION 


by 

JAMES WASSERMAN 

the strongest compliment I can pay to Priscilla Costello is to reveal that I al¬ 
lowed her to do my chart. Now that may not sound as important to the reader as it 
is to me, so a word of explanation. I had my first experience with tarot and astrol¬ 
ogy in 1967. I learned that the state of mind attendant upon seeking universal 
truth in a reading from another person required a level of openness I needed to 
be cautious about extending promiscuously. 

I have since had several experiences of either incorrect data or astrologers seek¬ 
ing to advance an agenda. Once, I lost a great deal of money after being told my 
business would double. It actually did, but in the wrong direction! I lost my big¬ 
gest client at the moment of predicted expansion. When I sought a follow-up 
strategy discussion with the astrologer, I found myself in contact with an answer¬ 
ing machine. 

On the other hand, I have experienced unbelievable accuracy from astrologers. 
That's almost part of the problem. Between their skill and our willingness to be¬ 
lieve lies a perilous minefield for a spiritually aware person who seeks to protect 
his or her magical integrity from misinformation, while seeking guidance from 
extra-personal sources. 

Upon meeting Priscilla, I was delighted to find a sane, intelligent, perceptive, 
warm, canny, mature, spiritual woman with a sense of humor. She also had per¬ 
haps that most important of qualities—the ability not to take herself too seriously. 
She was also an absolute encyclopedia of astrological information, the equal of 
only three other astrologers I’ve known. I needed help with a decision, so after 
several agonizing months, I finally popped the question. And I haven't needed to 
look back ever since. 

In fact, after that first reading, I asked her to write this book. And now it's your 
turn to say hello to a brilliant and insightful woman whose carefully crafted and 
structured approach to astrology is unlike any you'll find. This book truly provides 
the key to hidden treasure. 

Priscilla's data on the components of astrology—signs, planets, etc.—is 



exhaustive, as might be expected. However, what is striking is how elevated, 
sophisticated, and interesting her insights into these fundamentals are. She leads 
the reader step-by-step through an indepth demonstration of the practical use of 
the information in chart interpretation. No matter how experienced or familiar 
you are with astrology, you will learn more than you expect. And I can think of no 
better introduction for a beginner. 

Everything you need to begin or expand your knowledge of astrology is con¬ 
tained right here, including a comprehensive list of the best resources to continue 
your study. 

I especially enjoy Priscilla's optimism. The pessimistic, determinative, depres¬ 
sive school of astrology leaves me cold. Priscilla teaches us how to make lemonade 
from lemons, details the transformative lessons of difficult astrological place¬ 
ments, and embodies a “can do” attitude throughout her interpretation. 

If you study this book with diligence, you will be able to read an astrological 
chart—your own or that of another—with some competence. You will learn to 
focus a lens of perception on the interaction of heaven and earth, and appreciate 
the miracle of the unity of the divine incarnate within the multiplicity of the 
human. You will gain a penetrating insight into some of the cosmic energies that 
compose and sustain our eternally resonant Universe. 



A BRIEF OVERVIEW 


astrology is a rich and complex language of symbols that encompasses all 
aspects of human experience. Learning to speak this language enables you to 
think in new and creative ways about yourself and the world. 

This book introduces you to the basic principles of astrology—the grammar of 
its nouns, adjectives, and verbs, if you like—from the perspective of the philo¬ 
sophical and esoteric world view of which astrology is a part. After reading it, you 
will understand where its grammar originated and how it relates to other esoteric 
studies, as well as have some practical skills to analyze horoscopes—your own 
and others'. It will also help you to see the richness and depth of astrological 
interpretation—a surprise to those who are familiar with only the Sun-sign 
predictions found in magazines, newspapers, and online. 

part I elucidates the four essential categories: eight planets plus the Sun and 
Moon; the twelve zodiacal signs, each representing typical roles or approaches to 
life; the twelve houses, each marking significant areas of life experience; and the 
aspects, the geometrical relationships between planets that reveal the degree of 
concord or discord between the celestial bodies. 

Volumes could be—and have been—written on each of these components of 
astrology. To make this indeed a “concise guide,” I have concentrated on these 
essentials and deliberately omitted many other factors, such as the Moon's nodes, 
asteroids, “Arabic” parts, fixed stars, newly identified planets, and points. You can 
explore these later as you expand your study. In the beginning, it is best to be 
grounded in the basics that establish a firm foundation for astrological mastery. 

part II provides a method for synthesizing and evaluating the four primary 
elements (planets, signs, houses, and aspects) so you can grasp the whole and 
interpret the symbolic picture yourself. 

An elementary knowledge of these basics can be immensely useful and emo¬ 
tionally affirming. With such knowledge, you can penetrate your inner psy¬ 
chology more deeply and see the panorama of your unfolding life cycles. Medi¬ 
tating on your chart gives you an opportunity for self-reflection and life evalu¬ 
ation, and can confirm an intuitive sense of your life's purposes and patterns. 
Since your chart's meaning unfolds gradually over time, as you engage deeper 
levels, it becomes an inexhaustible source of insights. And, if you are interested 
in such pursuits, sustained focus on the symbols of astrology increases the 



contemplative ability of your mind to penetrate beyond the literal. 

You can also understand others more compassionately and discover the 
dynamics of your relationships with them: partner to partner, parent to child, em¬ 
ployee to boss. Looking at charts of countries and companies or grasping the 
rhythms of repeating planetary cycles through the centuries gives insight into 
sweeping political, economic, cultural, and historical trends. Astrology is an ex¬ 
traordinarily practical study. 

Once learned, these basics can be applied to whatever area most interests you: 
the course of an illness, the direction of the stock market, or the fate of nations. 
You encounter them again and again, like the shifting stones in a kaleidoscope, 
in charts of famous people, in charts of dramatic world events (like political elec¬ 
tions or natural disasters), and in individual predictive work. Because the same 
factors are always present—sometimes in the background, sometimes in the fore¬ 
ground—it is fruitful to return periodically to these four key categories of planets, 
signs, houses, and aspects. 

Astrology is also classified as an esoteric study. Esoteric disciplines use an en¬ 
coded symbolic language to convey hidden truths. For practicing ceremonial 
magicians, alchemists, or Kabbalists, a knowledge of astrology is indispensible— 
if only for the timing of experiments, meditative practices, or public or private rit¬ 
uals. Pagans, especially Wiccans, time their gatherings at Full Moons, and some¬ 
times New Moons too. 

How then can astrology, with such wide-ranging uses, be defined Astrology is 
the calculation and meaningful interpretation of the positions and motions of the 
heavenly bodies, and their correlation with human experience. The main tool of 
delineation, the horoscope, is a snapshot of the planetary positions in the zodiac 
at the moment of birth, constructed by using the longitude and latitude of the 
birthplace and the time of birth. 

Astrology's central concept is succinctly stated as “interconnectedness” or 
“correspondence.” In the ancient world view from which astrology emerged, the 
universe unfolds from the invisible into the visible dimensions in a great linked 
chain. It proceeds from the God- head down through the realms of the fixed stars 
and planets, which some equate with ten levels of archangels and angels. It con¬ 
tinues to the mundane world, which derives its character and identity from mix¬ 
tures of the four elements: fire, air, water, and earth. (These are not literally the 



elements you can see and touch, but more abstract principles.) 

The entire Universe is a single conscious and intelligent entity, with each of 
the unfolding parts corresponding in design to levels above, and in sympathetic 
resonance with like elements on all levels. Since human beings reflect the cosmic 
order, every aspect of our physical and psychic structure displays similarities to 
the cosmos. Another way of saying this is that the microcosm (the familiar world 
in which we live) is intimately linked to the macrocosm (the greater cosmos). 
Literally, our earthly experience is reflected in the heavenly realm. 

This ancient perspective is found in the second statement of the Emerald 
Tablet, a document ascribed to Hermes Trismegistus (or “thrice-great”), a teacher, 
ruler, and sage in ancient Egypt who inaugurated the Western esoteric tradition. 

It can be translated as follows: ‘‘What is below is like what is above, and what is 

is 

above is like what is below, to accomplish the wonders of the one thing.* - In our 
modern, more psychologically oriented, time, “as within, so without” expresses a 
similar idea. 

Astrology has been an integral part of every major civilization on our planet, 
both Eastern and Western: Babylonian/Sumerian, Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Chi¬ 
nese, Indian, and Meso-American. It has flourished in times of heightened intel¬ 
lectual and creative ferment, like the Renaissance. It is a nearly universal lan¬ 
guage describing the interaction between humanity and the cosmos, its language 
crossing cultures and enduring over time. 

Recently, we have begun to understand that a butterfly can flap its wings in the 
Amazon and be connected to a snowfall in the Rockies. It is only one more step to 
see synchronicity—that is, meaningful coincidences—between the movements of 
planets and other bodies with events on Earth. Such a viewpoint opens us to the 
philosophical and spiritual dimensions of astrology. 

Our culture can benefit immensely from rediscovering this means of percep¬ 
tion. The scientific (mechanistic/materialistic) paradigm that emerged in the 18th 
century focused its attention relentlessly on the physical world, and ignored— 
even denied—the existence of God, soul, or consciousness. It left the modem 
individual alienated from nature, inhabiting a meaningless universe, and often 
living a compartmentalized existence—acknowledging divinity one day a week, 
but being materially oriented the other six. Any study that reveals our profound 
connection to the whole and enables us to see recurrent and connected patterns 



in our lives can restore psychic balance and wholeness. Our culture, our envi¬ 
ronment, our planet, all desperately need that. 

As you discover astrology's depth and complexity, you may feel overwhelmed 
by the amount of information to be digested and retained. If you experience this, 
take breaks between sessions of study and contemplation. Students commonly 
feel inundated by all the information because, unlike other symbolic languages 
like physics or mathematics, astrology deals with archetypes. That is, astrological 
language references a dimension with a reality above and beyond the visible 
one—a realm of ideas in the Platonic sense that manifests itself in multiple ways. 
Besides memorizing long lists of associations, it is helpful to ponder these sym¬ 
bols over time, meditating on them to allow all their meanings to emerge. 

Along with its practical, philosophical, and spiritual dimensions, astrology has 
an almost mystical aspect. Engaging it can lead to an illuminative experience that 
profoundly alters your attitudes and beliefs. Uncovering the extraordinary way in 
which your character and life are both an emanation of and an interaction with 
higher energies can be mind-stunning—another reason I recommend you absorb 
it slowly. 

Astrology connects us to many other studies: Babylonian and Egyptian religion 
and astronomy, Greek mathematics and philosophy, esoteric and spiritual studies 
like alchemy, numerology, or Kabbalah, as well as contemporary psychology 
(especially Carl Jung's). In the chapters that follow, I will allude to these to clarify 
astrology's history and tradition and to explore other aspects of how and where 
astrological ideas and techniques originated. 

- Richard Smoley, trans. Gnosis magazine. Summer 1996, p. 18. 




Part One: 


The Theory of Astrology 




CHAPTER ONE 


THE planets: THE FIRST PIECE 

astrology consists of groups of symbols, all having numerological and philo¬ 
sophical, as well as psychological and literal, meanings. The seven classical plan¬ 
ets, plus the three more recently discovered Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto, are the 
main letters of the astrological alphabet. (The word “planets” is used throughout 
to apply to the Sun and Moon, though technically the Sun is a minor star and the 
Moon a satellite of Earth. To indicate that the Sun and Moon are considered as 
astrological archetypes, they are capitalized.) Planets are the factors that transmit 
energy in steps from the Godhead into the created world. Each is named for a 
Roman god or goddess whose character and history is largely borrowed from the 
Greek mythological tradition. 

In psychological terms, the planets are carriers of psychic energy, responsible 
for the uniqueness and dynamism of each individual. They are motivators, im¬ 
pelling you to seek experiences and passively attracting them. In psychological 
language, they are equivalent to “needs” or “drives.” 

The number seven may be considered sacred precisely because there were 
originally believed to be seven planets (including Sun and Moon). The seven-day 
week was created with each day corresponding to one of them. A host of other as¬ 
sociations also arose—metals, colors, rocks and precious gems, perfumes and in¬ 
cense, herbs, trees and plants, animals, emblems, and deities of various cultures. 
Whatever idea was associated with a planet was thought to have an affinity with 
its nature, on its own particular level. Astrological correlations derive in part from 
specific observations of physical reality. Because physical reality reflects inner 
essence, shape, appearance, taste, and behavior, all reveal planetary connections. 
Birthstones linked to the months of the year are a simplified example of astro¬ 
logical correspondence. 

Given the archetypal nature of astrological symbols, the traditional way to learn 
about them is to memorize and ponder lists of key words. But you cannot grasp 
their significance with the intellect alone. You must circles the symbols, musing 
on a cluster of associated concepts to penetrate their essence. This is the method I 
use in the sections that follow: a circumambulation of each symbol that explores 
the concepts associated with it At some point, with study and reflection on a 
given symbol, you may have an “aha!” moment of insight when you intuitively 



comprehend its inner meaning. 

We will study the planets' basic principles and explore some literal manifes¬ 
tations, psychological meanings, and connections to various esoteric, religious, or 
spiritual disciplines. The discussion moves freely, referring to the essential plan¬ 
etary principle, the god or goddess that embodies it, or the many possible asso¬ 
ciated extemalizations in our time-space dimension. 

It is sometimes difficult in talking about astrology to find language that does 
not sound causal. Even though the planets represent pure abstract essences, as¬ 
trologers as a shorthand always end up saying “it” or “he” or “she” “does” that or 
“influences” this or “rules” such-and-such. You must understand, however, that 
the planets are not causing anything—that astrology works because there is a 
greater organizing principle behind the appearance—synchronicity, that includes 
both the planets and us. We talk as if it were causal for convenience. But the plan¬ 
ets (or any other factor) don't make you do anything, any more than the clock 
makes you put down your work at 5:00 and go home, or turn on the TV at 8:00 to 
see your favorite show. 

The following ideas are intended to be suggestive and not definitive; you will 
benefit from reading other astrology books, consulting symbol dictionaries, and 
researching esoteric references to further open each symbol's inner meaning. Be¬ 
cause a symbol's expression may be multivarious and not entirely predictable, 
one fascinating aspect of learning the astrological language is to observe how the 
universe plays with possibilities in manifesting planetary potential. 

Some planets, like the Sun and Moon, or Venus and Mars, are obvious comple¬ 
mentary opposites. According to some esoteric theories, at the moment of cre¬ 
ation, the invisible One broke into a visible two, appearing as opposites that 
characterize our world: light and dark, up and down, good and bad, masculine 
and feminine, and so on. Some planetary pairs perfectly represent these polarized 
extremes. 

Each astrological symbol also reflects this duality by containing within itself 
both an up side and a down side. In the old days (before the 20th century!), some 
of the symbols (like Saturn) were thought to be exclusively negative, and others 
(like Jupiter) exclusively positive. This interpretive bias has changed in the mod¬ 
ern period, as greater psychological sophistication and awareness of esoteric ideas 
has led to the realization that symbols inherently contain their opposites. 



The “Lights”: The Sun and the Moon 



THE SUN ( © ) 

The Sun has received most attention in popular culture, because people know 
their birthdate (which immediately reveals the Sun's position in the zodiac). It 
can thus be isolated and commercially exploited. However, the Sun truly is the 
essential symbol. In fact, “essence” or “essential nature” are solar keywords. 

The Sun is the paramount symbol of life, since its energy makes all living 
things active. The east, where the Sun rises with increasing splendor, is the place 
of birth or the first emergence of life. The Sun's reappearance each morning 
means that dark night is vanquished once more and that life will continue. The 
very predictability of sunrise each day lends human life order and stability.. 

Like the Sun, the solar hero or savior delivers his people from dark and mon¬ 
strous terrors—even death itself. One such semi-divine hero is the Greek 
Perseus, whose mother conceived him in a shower of gold, the metal of the Sun. 
Perseus freed his people from tyrannical rule and destroyed the snake-haired 
Medusa, whose glance literally petrified anyone who gazed upon her. In myth, 
solar heroes like Perseus break free from the influence of parents and culture and 
overcome inner fears to reveal the individual's most glorious possibilities. These 
heroes, like the Sun itself) embody the elemental masculine principle. 

But too much solar energy is destructive; it burns, dries, and dessicates, de¬ 
stroying crops and threatening life. The Chinese shot arrows at the Sun to chal¬ 
lenge its deadly rays, which can magically transform invisible heat into visible 
fire. 

Because of the Sun's prominence in the sky and the power of its rays, it repre¬ 
sents divinity—the all-seeing eye of Ra in Egypt or Odin's eye of wisdom in Norse 
tradition. Under its steady gaze, all things are fully illumined and starkly differ¬ 
entiated. But the Sun's warm rays also translate as love from the divine heart, 
poured out freely to all on Earth. 

By analogy, the Sun represents not only God in the heavens, but a nation's 
king on Earth. The ruler in many cultures was the “son of the Sun”; such a title 
presumed that he would rule with the same power as his heavenly counterpart. 
Since the Sun's rays fall with equal warmth on all, the ruler was expected to be 
just and impartial. 

Being the outstanding symbol of illumination, the Sun is also the light of rea¬ 
son within the individual, enabling the declaration “I see!” at a moment of 



dawning insight. Reason is more than intellect Sun gods like Apollo were often 
gifted with prophecy. The Sun is spiritual illumination, depicted as halos around 
the heads of saints or golden auras around enlightened beings. 

The most intriguing and contradictory interpretation of the Sun has to do with 
the concept of the self. Psychologically, the Sun is the ego, the center of personal 
consciousness. But this personal self is a constructed or false (that is, temporary) 
self that is useful only in this world. 

Yet the Sun also symbolizes the greater Self, the divine spark within, the inner 
core of the individual, all-encompassing and immortal, residing in the heart yet 
filling the entire cosmos. In spiritual terms, focusing on the Sun rather than on 
Earth means basing your sense of self not on ego but on eternal spirit. The indi¬ 
vidual who makes this shift of identification is “twice-born,” and may experience 
the mystic vision whose splendor is like the rising of a thousand Suns. 

Thus the Sun is paradoxically both the “lower” and the “higher” self: the per¬ 
sonality that is an essential actor in this world, and the true Self that is your real 
identity. Our task seems to be to walk a kind of razor's edge: to be simultaneously 
the personal expression of the Sun and the impersonal bearer of the inner light. 



THE MOON ( D ) 

Unlike the Sun, the Moon is continually waxing and waning—first invisible at 
the dark New Moon, then an emerging crescent, next a fully visible orb, and fi¬ 
nally back to crescent and invisibility again. So it symbolizes impermanence and 
constant change. No wonder Juliet urges Romeo, “O swear not by the Moon, the 
inconstant Moon ...” 

In moonlight, things lose color. Separate things merge into one. Another kind 
of seeing, a diffused whole-body perception, overshadows rationality. Thus the 
Moon represents instinctual knowing without the use of logic. In esotericism, 
moonlight is analogous to the “astral light” of an invisible plane above the mate¬ 
rial where the principal organ of perception is the imagination. Things and ideas 
can come into being instantaneously and magically as the creative imagination 
conceives them. 

The Moon symbolizes fertility, the Great Mother who gives birth to new forms 
of life and oversees their subsequent growth within vegetable, animal, and 
human kingdoms. Fertility is often measured in lunar cycles: farmers and gar¬ 
deners plant, prune, and harvest according to the Moon's phases; a human fe¬ 
male's fertility correlates to the changing Moon. Modern research has shown that 
at the Full Moon both animal and human sexual activity increases. Altogether, the 
Moon represents the entire process of the coming into being and the passing 
away of forms. 

The Moon measures time. The earliest calendars were based on lunar cycles, 
marked by notches in bone that tracked New and Full Moons and eclipses. Days 
and years were established by the rising and setting Sim in its seasons, but inter¬ 
mediate periods were set by the Moon, whose rounds established the week and 
month (“moonth”). Lunar calendars are still used by some religions (Judaism and 
Islam) and cultures. The Chinese New Year is always the first New Moon in 
Aquarius; Easter's date is fixed as the first Sunday following the first New Moon 
after the Spring Equinox. 

As keeper of time, the Moon means mortality. All visible life is subject to 
change, as forms materialize, fluctuate in their appearance, and then disappear— 
just like the Moon which dwindles and “dies” each month during its dark phase. 
It therefore measures human fate. Moon goddesses are often portrayed as spin¬ 
ners or weavers of destiny, like the Norse three Norns, or the three Fates of 



ancient Greece who spun, measured, and cut the threads of life on the loom of 
time. 

The Moon relates to water in all its forms: the water of the womb, the water 
that falls as rain or appears magically as morning dew, and the vast ocean whose 
rising and ebbing tides are attributed to the Moon's attractive pull. 

The Moon is the preeminent symbol of the feminine principle. It is associated 
with emotions, the inward, fluid tides of feeling that fluctuate from moment to 
moment, and instinctual urges and subliminal drives that motivate us without 
our personal will in control. 

First differentiated in ancient Greece, the three principal phases of the 
Moon—new, full, and waning—correlate to three stages of a woman's life: maid¬ 
en, mother, and crone (or wise woman). Differentiating the Moon allowed for 
contradictory interpretations such as virginal or maternal, barren or fertile, chaste 
or seductive. These aspects were represented by three distinct goddesses: Artemis 
the virgin huntress, Hera the wife, and Hecate the wise woman. No wonder, with 
her changeability and varied guises, that the feminine principle is seen as myste¬ 
rious and unfathomable, irrational and unknowable. 

Psychologically, the Moon represents the unconscious, the primitive and large¬ 
ly unknowable part of ourselves, the “night” half of the psyche. Remarkably, the 
Moon always has the same face toward Earth: its dark side is never seen. 

The realm of the unconscious is notoriously difficult to engage without losing 
psychic balance; you must face fears and fantasies, and unmask projections. In 
esoteric terms, this has to do with the initiatory experience of confronting the 
“dweller on the threshold,” a fear-inspiring entity that blocks your progress. This 
figure constellates everything you dread and have repressed, explaining why 
many find the inner explorations of therapy more terrifying than extreme sports. 

In Kabbalistic mysticism, the Moon is the realm of Yesod, the first rung of the 
ladder of heaven, “the Treasurehouse of Images.” Experiencing this dimension 
gives a vision of the workings of the Universe, and a perception of shapes before 
they coalesce and appear as physical forms. 



The Five Classical Planets 



MERCURY ( $ ) 

The planet Mercury travels so close to the Sun that it can rarely be seen. No won¬ 
der the god Mercury is shown with a cap of invisibility! The planet moves the 
fastest of any, so the god Mercury wears a winged hat and has wings on his heels. 
Mercury correlates with the ability to move quickly and to adapt instantly to new 
situations, as well as to physical agility and manual dexterity—like that used by 
the juggler or stage magician who entertains to delight or fool the eye. 

Because of Mercury's closeness to the Sun, it was natural to interpret its 
archetype as the gods' messenger. Thus Mercury is the mind, the rational faculty 
that clothes divine ideas in everyday words. Not only is it the power of the spoken 
word itself, but also your manner of thinking and speaking, the style and quality 
of your communication. 

Mercury is the childlike curiosity that drives your urge to know and matures 
into the ability to reason and analyze the information gathered. At its most devel¬ 
oped, Mercury is eloquence and persuasiveness. In ancient Greece, honey was 
sacrificed to him as the literal God of Sweet-talk. Mercury encompasses the 
sophisticated art of rhetoric, the glibness of a car salesman, the sly subversiveness 
of a town gossip, and the propaganda of a political machine. 

In Latin, mercari means “to engage in business,” and Mercury rules trade and 
commerce—the selling, bartering, and negotiating of the marketplace, and the 
merchant class that arises from it. The negative side of Mercury is a cleverness 
that succumbs to trickery and deceit—and at an extreme, to lying and outright 
thievery. Mercury is the Trickster, a god who plays games with human beings, 
sometimes for sheer sport and sometimes to shatter their self-generated illusions. 

The first myth told about Mercury is that on the very day of his birth, he stole 
Apollo's cattle. Forced to return them by his father, Jupiter, he placated Apollo 
with a gift. He created the first lyre by taking a turtle's shell and stringing it with 
nine linen cords, in honor of the nine Muses. Apollo was so impressed with Mer¬ 
cury's inventiveness that he gave him the caduceus, a rod with two serpents en¬ 
twined around it with wings on top. The caduceus has become the symbol of the 
healing profession. Esoterically, it may also represent the risen kundalini, the 
energetic fire of the body that surges up the spine through the dual channels of 
ida and pingala, and creates an energy field that heals all who sit within its range. 
The caduceus is the inner wand of the true magician, whose powers derive from 



an illumined consciousness. 

Mercury not only bestows ordinary knowledge, but also whispers hidden 
truths. Part of the esoteric magician's special knowledge is the ritualistic use of 
language, a reflection of the creative Logos that literally brought the world into 
being through the spoken Word. 

Mercury not only relayed messages from heaven to Earth, but also (as Hermes 
Psychopompus, his Greek name) conducted souls from Earth to the underworld. 
Because of his unique ability to cross boundaries, he became the patron of travel 
and the god of roads. Herms, or pillars, are often found at crossroads, especially 
where three ways intersect. 

Mercury is often portrayed as androgynous. He is the stillsomewhat- undiffer¬ 
entiated offspring of the Sun and the Moon with both male and female physical 
characteristics. As the alchemical hermaphrodite, he may also represent not just 
the unredeemed matter of the alchemist's early experiments but the final out¬ 
come of his efforts—the marriage of the Sun and Moon, the restoration of all 
dualities into one. 



VENUS ($ ) 

Venus is the differentiated daughter of the divine, exclusively feminine. The eter-nal 
she, Venus is the well-recognized goddess of love and beauty. No wonder that flowers 
spring up behind her when she graces the Earth. Her attractive charisma 
is so powerful that she can draw to herself any lover she chooses. She is the free and 
independent courtesan or geisha, the never-married one. This innate power is 
enhanced by the feminine arts of fashion and personal adornment. 

Venus governs art in general, as well as aesthetics, the study of the beautiful. 

Beautiful objects awaken not only an emotional but a spiritual response that leads 

us to contemplate an archetypal world of the Beautiful and the Good. 

Venus' sterling qualities include charm, diplomacy, and tact, giving her a socia¬ 
bility leading to peace and harmony within society. But she is better known for 
inspiring personal romantic attraction and stirring sexual desire. She wants us to 
enjoy the physical pleasures that lead to joy, even ecstasy. 

But these positive, even transcendent, possibilities for Venus are counter-balanced 
by her negative side. Her penchant for luxury can lead to self-indulgence. In love, she 
can be vengeful, jealous, envious, and, of course, un-faithful. Her sensuality can 
exhaust itself in lasciviousness and sheer lust. 

Venus' sensual side is reflected in the story of her birth. According to one ver-sion, 
after Cronus severed his father Uranus' genitals and threw them into the Aegean Sea, 
Venus emerged from the fertile waters onto the shores of Cyprus as the “foam-born” 
(Greek aphros means “foam,” hence her Greek name, Aphrodite). Venus could renew 
her virginity by bathing in these same waters. 

Venus leads us into relationships, both for personal enjoyment and for greater 
psychological wholeness. She is the intiatrix into love's mysteries. For men, Venus is 
one aspect of their inner feminine side or anima, the ideal woman con-ceived in their 
imaginations. Activation of Venus can invite an awakening to love, as reflected in the 
Greek myth of Pygmalion and Galatea. Pygmalion created a statue of the ideal 
woman, and his prayers to Venus brought the statue, emblem-atic of his own frozen 
capacity for genuine connection, to vibrant life. 

So Venus has a dual focus in loving. The sexual love she celebrates can be 
transformed into the experience of a sacred union, both with a lover and with the 
divinity behind the form. The temple prostitutes of ancient times may have been 
practicing a form of tantra, in which the goddess' devotees drew the participant into a 
holy communion of souls. Venus' domain of relationship can become a spiritual path 
leading to an open-heartedness to your partner and ultimately to the Self 



MARS ($ ) 

Exclusively male, Mars is the precise and complementary opposite of Venus in 
every way. Mars is the god of conflict, aggression, and outright war. Yet the tradi¬ 
tional associations with Mars may be skewed too much to the negative (he was, in 
ancient times, called “the lesser malefic”). 

Mars was originally a god of agriculture for whom the month of March is 
named. He is dominant during spring, a time of the explosive energy of new life 
bursting forth from the Earth. He is connected with vitality, general energy level, 
and healthy self-assertion. He is the positive, active masculine expressed as con¬ 
scious intention and the will power that transforms ideas into discernible achieve¬ 
ments. 

Mars is the heated passion behind action, both initiating and defensive. He is 
the heroism of defending one's home, country, and interests against others’ at¬ 
tacks. In magical rituals, spikes made of iron (Mars' metal) were used to carve cir¬ 
cles in the ground for protection against male demons. 

This same fighting spirit is brought to the battlefield, where fearless courage 
brings victory. He loves to be physically active and, as a substitute for war, glories 
in the competitive world of sport, in which he uses his physically developed body 
and muscular strength to defeat rivals. 

But whether on the field or in the arena, Mars' fiery energy easily slides into 
destructive fury. A red mist falls over the warrior's eyes and, possessed by the 
murderous rage of battle, he becomes an engine of death. No surprise, then, that 
Mars, dubbed “the red planet” because of its color, rules blood and bloodshed. 

Mars also rules the sex drive, which, if corrupted, becomes rape, used as an in¬ 
strument of war in the “battle of the sexes.” The predatory male is a “wolf,” the 
animal associated with Mars; the “lone wolf” is the alienated male, socially 
iso-lated and potentially disruptive of community. Certainly there is a primitive, 
un-tamed, and uncivilized quality to Mars. Its energy manifests as anger, 
impatience, frustration, irritation, and, at an extreme, cruelty and destructive 
violence. Only the loving and refining energy of Venus integrates Mars into self 
and society.. 

Psychologically, Mars manifests as the type of man a woman attracts, a projec¬ 
tion of her inner male or animus. For a man, it is the image of the masculine, 
shaping the way he expresses his maleness. 

On the Kabbalistic tree. Mars is linked to Geburah, the sphere of Power. As Robert 
Hand has pointed out, in this context it has a more collective than per-sonal 
meaning: it is analogous to Shiva, the necessary energy of destruction that paves the 
way for new creation. 



JUPITER ( 91 ) 

Jupiter is physically the largest of the planets, with an energy field that stretches 
throughout the solar system. As befits his size, mythologically he is the king of all 
the gods, first among the immortals, the supreme power. His authority was un¬ 
questioned. No wonder he signifies law and the justice that comes from a 
sovereign's sound judgment. 

Jupiter is the Roman name for the last in a series of sky gods whose sphere 
was the blue vastness above the Earth. As lord of the heavens, he symbolizes the 
broad vista of the higher mind, which takes raw facts and information (Mercury), 
extracts their essential import, and organizes them into categories with long-term 
validity and wide application. 

Psychologically, he is the search for truth or meaning. He governs philosophy, 
metaphysics, and religion, as well as education and the law. He is experience dis¬ 
tilled into wisdom. His is the sure faith based on a belief in the essential benef¬ 
icence of a moral Universe. He is the conviction that there is a just divinity who 
rewards the good and punishes the bad. He is the liberal outlook that believes in 
unending progress within an orderly world. He is light overcoming darkness, the 
power of right to vanquish lesser and lower forces. 

Such an attitude leads to confidence and optimism, a positive mental outlook 
that attracts good fortune and prosperity. He is “good karma” that seems to come 
without much effort. As “the great benefactor,” he generously bestows wealth, 
success, honors, gifts, and graces. Those blessed by Jupiter's abundance and 
liberality just seem lucky. No wonder he is jovial (Jove was the Romans' alternate 
name for Jupiter), friendly, and kindhearted—happy to be benevolent and to be 
appreciated for it. He is the all-wise father, the positive aspect of patriarchy. He 
oversees growth and expansion on every level. Politically, he correlates to a coun¬ 
try's liberal party in its most exalted sense. 

Jupiter is also protective spiritually. He is the guardian angel who preserves life 
and moderates fate. He operates as the Law of Grace that can mitigate punish¬ 
ment and override karmic law. He is mercy personified, the same mercy that, as 
Portia describes so perfectly in The Merchant of Venice, . . is not strained; it 
droppeth as the gentle rain of heaven.” 

By association with its symbol, the eagle that sees afar, Jupiter is connected 
with what is at a distance (foreign countries) and the long journeys taken to travel 



there. Jupiter's restless, adventurous spirit drives the wanderer or the seeker on a 
quest 

The ancients viewed Jupiter as unalloyedly positive (as the “greater benefic”), 
yet there are pitfalls in his expression. Though representing the law, he can begin 
to see himself as above the law: haughty, arrogant, self-righteous. Restless and 
unsatisfied, nothing is ever enough or good enough. His drive to obtain more can 
lead to exaggeration and excess, over-indulgence bringing illness or ruin. He can 
be gross like the glutton, wasteful and extravagant like the gambler and spend¬ 
thrift. He literally bites off more than he can chew. Viewing himself as the fecund 
male, literally “god's gift” to women, he can be the playboy or unfaithful hus¬ 
band. 

But even overdoing can be educative, for over-indulgence can create feelings of 
disgust and a resulting detachment from desire. As William Blake said, “The road 
of excess leads to the palace of wisdom.” 



SATURN ( 1 )) 

Saturn, unlike Jupiter, is an energy of concentration, constriction, and constraint, 
all of which may annoy the ego but benefit the spirit. Like Mars, Saturn (known 
in the old days as "the greater malefic”) is often too negatively described. If its en¬ 
ergy is applied as discipline, hard work, patience, sustained effort, and the mature 
assumption of duties and responsibilities, however, it leads to genuinely earned 
and long-lasting success. Saturn builds a foundation for achievement in a profes¬ 
sional way that lends stability to any endeavor. No surprise that he ruled over the 
Golden Age, and was Lord of the Seventh Heaven. 

Saturn corresponds to virtues appreciated in the past (which is also ruled by 
Saturn), like prudence, thrift, loyalty, constancy, caution, and forethought. A seri¬ 
ous energy characteristic of adulthood, it even better describes the wisdom of old 
age. One of Saturn's gifts, the ability to postpone gratification, is an indicator of 
emotional maturity. To quote 17th-century French author Jean de La Fontaine: 
“Patience and time do more than strength or passion.” 

In the body, Saturn is the skeletal structure upon which the entire body hangs. 
In the family, Saturn is the father who, as a wise and judicious parent, supports 
the child's growth and health while preventing harm. In wider society, Saturn is 
the government or “Establishment” that lays down the law, sets limits for indi¬ 
vidual freedom, and punishes transgressors. A naturally conservative energy, Sat¬ 
urn demands respect for tradition and authority. 

But too repressive a regime becomes the negative patriarchy, harshly punitive 
and opposed to change. Saturn forgets that relentless emphasis on duty can kill 
spontaneity and creativity, that too much discipline can lead to rigidity, that too 
many heavy burdens can dampen enthusiasm and kill joy in life. Saturn's down¬ 
side, it is true, is considerable. It can bring melancholy and pessimism in the face 
of delays or obstacles that seem insurmountable; depression and sadness at times 
of poverty or sterility; and bitterness and unhappiness in the face of misfortune. 
Saturn is deemed the Lord of Karma, bringer of inescapable challenges that seem 
fated. 

On the other hand, worry or fear can either create difficulties or unnecessarily 
prolong existing ones. It takes great wisdom to discern whether a situation de¬ 
mands humble endurance—knowing that in the fullness of time, all shall pass— 
or positive action, sustained patiently in order to usher in slow change. Perhaps, 



as Martin Luther said, “The maturing soul is best watered by tears of adversity.” 

In esoteric lore, Saturn is Rex Mundi, the Lord of this World who tests the un 
tried soul. He is also equivalent to the “ring-passnot,” the boundary that can be 
crossed only by the initiate who has gained the knowledge that allows admission 
to realms beyond the physical. (How appropriate that the physical planet Saturn is 
known for its rings!) As the last planet visible to the naked eye, Saturn symbolizes 
the limits of the ego and sense perception. Only by fulfilling his demands can you 
move into higher dimensions. 

In alchemy, inner Saturn is “good gold,” discovered after rejecting all that is 
superfluous. The Philosopher's Stone, which can heal all ills and bestow eternal 
life, comes from Saturn. In Jewish mysticism, Saturn's power to contract and nar¬ 
row is tzimtzum, the selfconstriction of God's light that allows creation to take 
place. Saturn is the crystallization of energy that allows the matter and form of 
our world to appear. It is also the alchemical process of the redemption of that 
matter and its restoration to light. 



The Three “Modern” Planets 

With the increasing use of telescopes in the 1700s, three other major planets were 
discovered. Since Saturn marks the bounds of both the ego and the known outer 
world, planets beyond it refer to realms beyond ordinary experience—precisely 
the ones to which Saturn prevents access until the soul is prepared. These plan¬ 
etary energies have been dubbed “transpersonal,” relating to collective issues or 
long-term trends. In the individual horoscope, they may describe unusual abil¬ 
ities that are difficult to express or integrate into your life, or are late-blooming. 
All are charismatic and can destabilize both individuals and societies. For these 
reasons, the following discussions of their meanings are extensive. 



URANUS ( V ) 

Uranus was first observed by William Herschel in 1781, and its discovery shocked 
both astronomers and astrologers. Here was an anomaly, a surprising and unex¬ 
pected addition to the elegant system developed over several thousand years. 
Naming it Uranus (after some debate) rested on the logic that as Saturn was the 
father of Jupiter, so Uranus (Ouranos) was the father of Saturn. 

Contemporary historian and writer Richard Tamas has argued eloquently that 
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Uranus' true nature is more like that of the Titan Prometheus. - In a Greek story 
of creation, Prometheus' brother Epimetheus was charged with the task of mak¬ 
ing humanity and alloting various gifts to animals and human beings. True to his 
name (“afterthought”), Epimetheus carelessly distributed everything to the ani¬ 
mals, leaving human beings vulnerable. He begged his brother's help. 
Prometheus' brilliant solution was to steal the gods' fire to make humankind, 
now possessors of a divine spark, not only a match for, but superior to, the ani¬ 
mals. Now human beings could stave off darkness and cold, make tools and 
weapons to defend themselves, and cultivate commerce and the arts. 

The planet Uranus indeed seems to have much to do with fire. After it was dis¬ 
covered, astrologers sought to discern the type of events synchronous with its na¬ 
ture. An amusing story is told about water-colorist and ardent amateur astrologer 
John Varley (1778-1842). He became intensely interested in the newly discovered 
Uranus and made many observations of events coinciding with its aspects to 
other planets. One morning, on a day when Uranus was especially activated by 
Mars, Varley announced to his family that he intended to stay home all day, as 
something significant would happen. At noon, part of the house caught on fire. 
While others rushed about throwing buckets of water on it, the delighted Varley 
sat down calmly to write about his discovery of the new planet's nature while his 
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house burned to the ground. - 

In keeping with its fiery nature, Uranus' symbol is sometimes the lightning 
bolt, literally bringing the light of heaven to Earth and illuminating dark terrain. 
Internally, it is sudden flashes of insight, moments of revelation, or spurts of cre¬ 
ativity. New ideas break into the ordinary stream of thoughts, bringing innovative 
solutions to stubborn problems. 

Uranus can also speed up the mind so that it bypasses logic and arrives at a 
conclusion by leaping from A to Z, bypassing intermediate steps. It fosters 



synthesis of unrelated elements to create something original. It is often intrigued 
by ideas outside the mainstream, seeking alternatives to conventional thinking. 

All esoteric studies—including astrology itself, alchemy, Kabbalah, the Norse 
runes, palmistry, and numerology—are in Uranus' domain. 

Uranus is intrigued by mathematics and the sciences, which also use symbols 
to represent elements or processes that are experimental in nature. The planet in¬ 
cludes anything related to electronics, computers, aviation, and robotics— 
whatever are the newest forms of technology—as well as science fiction (Star Trek 
and Star Wars). 

Since all these unusual mental abilities, interests, and intellectual gifts are on a 
level beyond ordinary mental activity, Uranus is described as the “higher octave” 
of Mercury. 

But Uranus' physical manifestations can be more mixed. Like lightning, 
Uranus is a shatterer, breaking into time and fracturing patterns. It is the pre¬ 
eminent energy of change—sudden, blinding, transformative. Though it may 
wish initially only to reform existing institutions, at an extreme it is the energy of 
revolution and rebellion seeking to liberate the imprisoned or oppressed. No sur¬ 
prise that at the time of its discovery, the American and French Revolutions were 
erupting in their respective countries. Uranus craves freedom and independence. 

Uranus' dilemma is how to balance itself with Saturn, how to revitalize without 
destroying. Saturnian structures provide security and stability, but become rigid 
and life-inhibiting over time. Uranus breaks down the old and outworn to allow 
new life to flourish and new forms to appear. It is progressive by nature. It has 
been said that only Uranus can break the death grip of Saturn. 

On a social level, the more rigidly Saturnian a society is, the more difficulty it 
will have with Uranian energy. Uranian types come in many varieties. They may 
be the intellectual elite, or they may be harmless eccentrics, unintegrated into 
society. They may be foreigners, strangers who come from outside. Though never 
fully integrated into the community, they may vitalize it by bringing contact with 
an alien culture. Uranians may also include the disabled, vagabonds, even freaks 
or anomalies of nature—anything different from the norm. (Read John Wynd- 
ham's The Chrysalids for a compelling story on this very theme.) Or they may be 
outsiders and anti-social fanatics, revolutionaries, those defiant of authority, who 
believe that only extreme measures will resolve social problems. 



What does a culture do with those who do not look or behave like the majority? 
If the culture embraces Uranus, it will strive to be tolerant and accepting, to af¬ 
firm social justice and equality before God and the law. A Uranian society will 
embrace altruism and idealism, and seek to include and integrate the oddball. 
The irony (and Uranus loves ironies, reversals, and inversions) is that Uranus 
prefers singularity and separateness. Literally, the planet itself is unique; it has a 
different motion from the others, being tilted 98 degrees on its axis and spinning 
from east to west. 

Spiritually, Uranus represents the eruption of the divine into time. Uranus is 
the Great Awakener, disrupting your predictable life in this dimension. It reveals 
that the world is not as you see it, not as you think it, but is a constructed “real¬ 
ity.” A Uranian-type experience can displace you in space and time, catapulting 
you back into the past or into an unfamiliar future. Such experiences can catalyze 
the remembrance of the divine spark within. 



NEPTUNE ( W ) 

With Neptune's discovery in 1846, astrologers were faced once more with a new 
and unknown celestial body. Determining its nature was perhaps even more per¬ 
plexing than establishing Uranus', because Neptune is most often connected with 
vagueness and confusion, with illusions and delusions. Astrological literature 
harps relentlessly on the difficulty of handling its energy. 

The key to understanding Neptune is to realize that while Uranus breaks into 
our dimension to allow momentary flashes of insight into other realms of being, 
Neptune is those other realms of being. Neptune affirms not only that those 
realms exist and have as much “reality” as this one, but that your experiences of 
them have as much validity as those of the Saturn-bound world. Neptune is the 
spiritual truth that all forms are constantly changing shape, that they are ulti¬ 
mately evanescent, and that there is a unified Oneness behind them. Ultimately, 
the world dissolves and goes back into the manynamed unknowable “some- 
thingness” out of which it came. 

These are mystical statements, upsetting to a materially oriented consciousness 
that believes only in data collected through the five senses. Neptune relies on 
sensitivities that tune into energies and not physical things, to subtexts and not 
words, to the essence behind the form rather than the form itself. It whispers its 
truths through the intuition, a direct knowing that bypasses logic. Neptune also 
reveals itself through the “sixth sense,” in its varied manifestations as clair¬ 
voyance, clairaudience, and clairsentience. 

Neptune is the psychic gift that allows perception of entities in the invisible 
dimensions: fairies and leprechauns, nature spirits, ghosts of the departed, spirits 
that have never been incarnate, angels and archangels. These so-called imaginary 
beings may have no more ultimate reality than physical ones, but they are fingers 
pointing toward the divine. 

Pursuing a mystical path and aspiring to unity with the ultimate awakens the 
psychic sense. But teachers warn consistently against getting too distracted by or 
enamored of Neptune, for Neptunian entities are enchanters, luring the unwary 
as Vivianne trapped Merlin. Yet the stubborn persistence of strange and magical 
creatures in religious texts (like the Bible) and in fantastic literature (like Lord 
ofthe Rings or the Harry Potter books) may be a reflection of their existence on 
their own level and of our longing for the Infinite. 



While Uranus may use the concentrated mind as a springboard to glimpsing 
Divine Mind (another name for the Godhead), Neptune uses the imagination. 
But it is controlled and focused, as in psychologist Carl Jung's technique of “ac¬ 
tive imagination.” This involves visualizing and interacting with figures from 
dreams or daydreams to bring what was previously unconscious into the light to 
widen awareness and increase consciousness. 

The best road map for exploring these amorphous dimensions is the Kabbal- 
istic Tree of life, a sophisticated and comprehensive model of the entire Uni¬ 
verse, including both visible and invisible dimensions. Each of the ten centers on 
the Tree represents a level of being with clusters of associated ideas and images. 
The Tree provides the same type of structure for the inner worlds as Saturn does 
for the outer. By matching images to one of these centers, you can locate and 
comprehend your experience. Other representations that anchor spiritual seekers 
pursuing direct experience of the divine are Tibetan mandalas, Navajo sand 
paintings, and representations of the Christian City of God or the City 
Foursquare. 

On the Kabbalistic Tree, Neptune may be associated with both Kether, the 
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undifferentiated First Swirlings, and Yesod, the Treasure House of Images. - 
Yesod is traditionally linked to the Moon. In ancient times some ideas now attrib¬ 
uted to Neptune would have been embraced by lunar symbolism. Neptune's pri¬ 
mary symbol is the ocean, the amorphous greatness into which the individual 
soul, a mere drop of water, returns ecstatically at the end of a cycle. 

To engage in mystical practices that open you to alternate levels of reality can 
be dangerous. You may have a vision of God or you may experience the primor¬ 
dial chaos before creation. Those who are unprepared risk emotional and mental 
imbalance, even madness. As with everything connected to the outer planets, 
their successful engagement depends on grounding in Saturn. Traditionally, this 
work has been reserved for those of a certain age (over forty in the Jewish tradi¬ 
tion), who are deemed emotionally and mentally mature. Only those who have 
been prepared through faithful practice of spiritual disciplines, and determined 
to be psychically stable and completely ethical (having passed Saturn's initi¬ 
ations), may be successful at this. 

There are very real pitfalls with Neptune. Instead of helping and healing, or 
offering a spiritually motivated service to others (bhakti yoga), you can become 



lost in a foggy world of fantasy and dreams (like the Land of the Lotus Eaters in 
the Odyssey). Instead of experiencing the ecstasy of the saint or the samadhi of the 
yogi, you can become addicted to alcohol or drugs (prescription or mind-altering), 
drowning in “spirits” instead of the Spirit. Instead of the refining and purifying 
element of Neptune, you can experience the polluted, the contaminated, the toxic. 
Instead of finding the reality of the intangible, you can substitute the glamor of 
the fleeting fad, the foolish longing of the romantic, or the projections of your 
own infantile longings. 

Neptune is dubbed the higher octave of Venus, relating not to personal but to 
compassionate and unconditional love based on a soul connection. By extension, 
Neptune is the recognition of the World Soul. 

The practical Neptune (a paradox!) may be the artist, one working especially in 
what I call the “intangible arts”: music, theater, dance, poetry, and film, for these 
embrace rhythm and harmony and are relatively form-less. Where is the music 
when the instrument is laid aside? Where is the dance when the performer has 
left the stage? Where is the movie when the projector's light fades? Engaging art, 
as creator or appreciator, also offers grounding while exploring Neptune's realms. 



PLUTO ( $ ) 

When Pluto was first pinpointed in 1930, it was named for the Roman god of the 
underworld partly because its tiny body was far from the Sun's warmth in the 
darkness of deep space. Its status is currently in question. Is it an asteroid? A 
comet? A displaced moon of Neptune? 

At the International Astronomical Union's annual meeting in 2006, a minority 
of attendees redefined Pluto as a “dwarf planet.” However, more than seventy-five 
years of observation have convinced astrologers that Pluto is a factor to be reck¬ 
oned with. It confirms the fact that powerful things sometimes come in small 
packages, however defined. 

In view of the confusion concerning Pluto's identity, it is not surprising that 
Pluto has to do with unsolvable mysteries, with secrets, and with hidden dimen¬ 
sions of life that can never be fully explored or understood. It makes synchronistic 
sense that the god Pluto, when visiting the above-world, wore a helmet of invisi¬ 
bility. 

The underworld is both the realm literally under the Earth's surface (con¬ 
taining caves, mines, buried treasure, graves) and the metaphoric internal 
“underworld” or realm of the unconscious (containing rich and unsuspected trea¬ 
sures of the human soul). Thus Pluto has to do with depth psychology as a 
whole—the use of such techniques as talk therapy or dreamwork to dredge up 
past traumas, dissipate energy trapped in complexes, work with obsessive/ 
compulsive patterns, and bring release. 

While Pluto can refer to the personal unconscious, in its impersonal aspect it 
also relates to the collective unconscious and most especially to the collective 
shadow. All that is rejected as useless, ugly, dirty, or downright evil is ascribed to 
it: garbage, slag, feces, waste. The underworld elements of society—criminals, 
spies, undercover detectives—all belong to Pluto. So do taboo and forbidden 
places or areas of life. So does all that frightens us: rats, spiders, demons, and 
dragons. 

Pluto also has to do with the metallurgical process of refining (the “refiners' 
fire” mentioned in the Biblical book of Malachi) and with the alchemical process 
of the redemption of base matter and its transformation from dark to light sub¬ 
stance. On the literal level of the physical body, Pluto has to do with the elimi¬ 
native system. 



Transformation is perhaps Pluto's most important keyword. Like the other two 
outer planets, it has to do with change. Plutonian change happens both subtly, 
through minute and progressive changes below the threshold of awareness, and 
dramatically, through events that erupt into history or into consciousness. Appro¬ 
priately, Pluto rules earthquakes and volcanic activity. 

This process of transformation can seem horribly destructive. You may expe¬ 
rience dramatic crises or have to endure terrible suffering. Pluto rules cataclysms 
on a grand scale: not only earthquakes and volcanoes, but also extensive fires, 
famines, plagues, mass extermination, and world wars. Pluto is the embodiment 
of the destructive side of life—Shiva/Kali in the Hindu pantheon—an entirely 
necessary catabolism that complements birth and growth. 

Something must die in order for something else to be born—although some¬ 
times things just appear to die. While Saturn has more to do with the death of 
things that stay dead, with Pluto what has been let go may resurrect itself and return 
in a glorified form. 

As a higher frequency of Mars, Pluto is about raw energy and will power, the 
concentrated and forceful (even ruthless) capacity to effect change in yourself or 
in the world. That may take the form of a sustained program of self-regeneration 
(through exercise, yoga, or diet) or an involvement in local, national, or interna¬ 
tional politics. Exploration of magic, ritual, and the occult are Plutonian too, since 
mental exercises, visualizations, chanting, and verbal formulas are intended to 
alter your personal consciousness and to effect changes in the external world. 

Since one form of power is money (a rich person is a “plutocrat”), Pluto has to 
do with increasing your wealth through intelligent investing—and possibly, usu¬ 
ally later in life (like Bill Gates and Warren Buffett), distributing it with the inten¬ 
tion of improving society. Pluto can evolve from a drive to amass material things 
to a detachment that enables you to dispense with them. Such detachment frees 
you from the burden of managing your “stuff” allowing you to see more clearly 
and empowering you to act more wisely. 

Many individuals touch Pluto in experiencing the power of sexual energy to 
create new life and to heighten consciousness (as in tantric yoga where it is a path 
to the divine). These potent experiences can bring healing—a healing that erases 
the memory of suffering you have endured before arriving at a place of peace. 



Retrograde Planets 

A planet is “retrograde” when it appears to be traveling backward through the sky. 
This is an optical illusion, similar to the experience of being in an express train 
passing a slower-moving local on a parallel track; the other train seems to be mov¬ 
ing backward. Periodically, all planets (except the Sun and Moon, of course) ap¬ 
pear to do this, because of the Earth's orbital position and speed in relation to 
other planetary orbits. The principal planets go through phases when they move 
ahead, become stationary, go retrograde, stop again, and move forward once 
more. Mercury does this three times a year for three weeks, while outer planets 
go retrograde for months. 

In your chart a retrograde planet is indicated by the letter R or r x next to it. 
Being retrograde can mean that the planet's energy is turned inward, slowed, and 
diverted from its usual paths. You have to rethink its expression or revisit ground 
previously covered. If, at the time of your birth, a planet was coming to a full stop 
before appearing to move either forward or backward, this slower motion adds 
special intensity. 

- Richard Tarnas, Prometheus the Awakener: An Essay on the Archetypal 
Meaning of the Planet Uranus, (Woodstock, Conn.: Spring Publications, c. 
1995 )- 

_ James Herschel Holden, A History of Horoscopic Astrology: From the Baby¬ 
lonian Period to the Modern Age, (Tempe, Az.: American Federation of As¬ 
trologers, Inc., c. 1996), pp. 190-1. 

- Editor's Note: Other Kabbalistis ascribe Neptune to Chokmah, Pluto to 
Kether, and Uranus to Daath. 




CHAPTER TWO 


THE signs: THE SECOND PIECE 

in Mesopotamia and Egypt, the portion of the sky through which the Sun and 
the other planets apparently travel annually around the Earth was dubbed the 
zodiac. Of course, the Sun is not moving; Earth is. But astrology reflects life as we 
experience it from the perspective of living on Earth, the geocentric view. Planets 
other than the Sun travel eight degrees or more above and below the Sun's path, 
so the zodiac is a band of about sixteen degrees in width. 

When the zodiac was determined in the first few centuries b.c.e., the signs and 
constellations coincided. But the tropical zodiac (based on Earth's seasons) is 
actually drifting slowly backwards against the backdrop of the heavens, moving at 
the rate of one degree every seventy-two years. The zero-degree Aries point now 
actually falls in the constellation of Pisces (hence we are in the “Piscean Age”), 
and will at some point in the near future contact the first star of Aquarius, ush¬ 
ering in the “Aquarian Age.” 

People disagree about the precise starting point of these ages, partly because of 
the uneven sizes of the constellations and partly because there are no definitive 
boundaries for them—just empty space between the last star of one constellation 
and the first star of the next. Some believe that the Aquarian Age is at least dawn¬ 
ing, if not fully launched, given the remarkable scientific and technological devel¬ 
opments of the last 150 years. One symbolic indication for this may be the shift in 
international power from military and commercial dominance at sea (Pisces) to 
the air (Aquarius). 

Western astrologers measure the year from the point when the Sun crosses the 
celestial equator, around March 21st, which marks the beginning of spring and is 
called the Vernal Equinox. This creates a moving zodiac, a seasonal one (called 
tropical), rather than one fixed to the constellations (called sidereal). 

The Greeks, who did the most to systematize astrological art and science, were 
a rational and intellectual people, and so divided the 360 degree band into twelve 
equal segments. The first thirty degrees of the annual seasonal zodiac beginning 
at the Vernal Equinox, regardless of the constellational degree, is the sign of 


Aries. 



Winter Sol tile* 
December 21 



Figure i. Signs of the Zodiac 

The rest of the signs follow in zodiacal order: Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, 
Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, and Pisces. The twelve thirty- 
degree segments became the solar “months,” or “Sun signs” because the Sun 
travels through them each year at a predictable time. (See figure i above.) 

Why twelve? The number twelve symbolizes the completion of a process in 
time, or totality in general: twelve Greek gods on Mount Olympus, twelve labors 
of Hercules, twelve tribes of Israel, twelve gems in the breastplate of the High 
Priest, twelve days of Christmas, twelve apostles, twelve gates into the Heavenly 
Jerusalem, and so on. Perhaps originally one person of each solar type was repre¬ 
sented on a twelve-member jury, so that the full spectrum of human nature 
would deliver judgment in a court of law. 

Twelve is also the product of four (the number of the world of space, as in the 
four cardinal directions, four points of the compass, the four winds) and three 
(the number of sacred time or of the three levels of the Universe). In alchemy, the 
four elements (earth, water, fire, and air) are multiplied by the three principles of 
sulphur, salt, and mercury. This mystical numerology turns up again in the 


division of earthly space, shown in the horoscope as twelve “houses.” 

Each sign became associated with a planet whose energy most comfortably 
matched it. So, for example, the Sun “rules” Leo, and the Moon “rules” Cancer; 
these bodies are most “at home” in their associated signs. Planetary rulerships are 
assigned around the zodiacal circle, starting from Leo and Cancer, by allotting the 
same planet to the next two signs on either side, in order of their sequence from 
the Sun. This means that Mercury rules both Gemini and Virgo, the adja-cent 
signs, Venus the next two, and so on. 

With the discovery of the outer planets, this neat system was challenged and the 
new planets were eventually ascribed to signs that shared a planetary ruler with 
another sign. Astrologers who practice “traditional” astrology continue to use the 
older rulerships; “modern” astrologers generally use the newer ones. 

Like the planets, the signs are also archetypes represented by symbols like the 
crab, the bull, the twins, or two fish swimming in opposite directions. Perhaps 
this was a development of totemic relationships between clans or tribes and cer¬ 
tain animals. Each sign portrays a pure personality type, with a number of typical 
characteristics both positive and negative. In actuality, of course, no individual is a 
pure type, since all ten planets are never in one sign at any given time. 

These associations have accrued because every sign is a product of three 
rhythms superimposed on each other. The first is a double rhythm, that of yang 
and yin, or positive and negative polarities. Aries is masculine; Taurus is femi¬ 
nine, and so on. The second is a triple rhythm related to qualities of energy: car¬ 
dinal or initiating energy, fixed or stabilizing energy, and mutable or changing 
energy. The third is a quadruple rhythm of the four elements. It is the basis for the 
theory of the four humors, whose proportions within the human body deter-mine 
which of four basic temperaments a person exhibits. 

Thus each sign is a unique blend of interacting energies embodying a combi¬ 
nation of one, two, three, and four—the fundamental numbers, according to 
Pythagoras. 

A further analogy between the greater and lesser, the heavenly and earthly, is 
the linking of each zodiacal sign to a part of the human body, starting with Aries 
at the head and ending with Pisces at the feet. This microcosmic man replicates 
the macrocosmic Man, called Adam Kadmon in Jewish mysticism and Perusha in 
Vedic cosmology. Practically, this scheme was used as a medical model to 
identifypotentially weak organs, systems, or bodily functions, and to treat disease. 



The Double Rhythm: Polarities 
(“And a one, and a two...”) 

This is the oldest dyad system known, also used as the basis for the Chinese I 
Ching. It divides the twelve signs into six alternating polarities. Odd-numbered 
signs are active, positive, masculine, and extroverted. Even-numbered signs are 
passive, negative, feminine, and introverted. Unfortunately, some undesirable as¬ 
sociations have accrued to even-numbered signs because of gender bias. To avoid 
this, some astrologers refer to these polarities as yang and yin, terms borrowed 
from Chinese philosophy, emphasizing that both polarities are essential comple¬ 
ments for wholeness. The significant point about double rhythm is outward ver¬ 
sus inward orientation. 



The Triple Rhythm: The Qualities or Crosses 
(“The Waltz of Time”) 

After the zodiacal circle is divided into four quadrants, a different quality of en¬ 
ergy is assigned to the first, second, and third signs in each section. Thus Aries, 
Cancer, Libra, and Capricorn have a cardinal quality; Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, and 
Aquarius have a fixed quality; and Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, and Pisces have a 
mutable quality. 

Cardinal energy is initiating and easily begins things. Fixed energy stabilizes, 
manages, and sustains what has been brought into being. Mutable energy 
loosens the structure and adapts what has been created to new and changing 
conditions. This classification may also refer to the three manifestations of the 
four elements in Hindu philosophy, called the gunas (activity, inertia, and har¬ 
mony), and to the three manifestations of the Godhead (Brahma the Creator, 
Vishnu the Preserver, and Shiva the Destroyer). 

Think of the qualities in relation to the seasons. The first month of spring 
brings the qualities of that season into being; the second month is its fullest flow¬ 
ering; the third sustains that flowering, but begins to make a transition to the 
next season. 


Table 1. Table of Rhythms 
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The Quadruple Rhythm: The Elements or Triangles 
(“The Box Step”) 

This divides the zodiacal circle into three segments of four signs, following an 
order of the four elements: fire, earth, air, and water. In a purely material sense, 
the elements refer to the four states of matter in the visible world: earth is solid; 
water is liquid; air is gas; fire is plasma or radiant ionized energy. 

Yet the elements also encompass philosophical or esoteric meanings, and this 
is what they connoted to the ancients. They refer to four abstract levels of being: 
spiritual (fire), mental (air), emotional (water), and physical (earth). These also 
correlate to levels within the individual's aura. Fire is the etheric or vital body. Air 
is the mental or “causal” body attuned to universal mind. Water is the emotional 
or “astral” body, in which arise desires and emotional reactions. Earth is the phys¬ 
ical body, which perceives material forms through the five senses. In Kabbalah, 
they are synchronous with the four worlds: Atziluth, Briah, Yetzirah, and Assiah. 

The four visible elements all descend progressively from an invisible primary 
energy with many names: chi, prana, odic, or vital force. The Greeks called it 
“ether”; alchemists call it the “quintessence.” Emanating from a pre-e»sting One¬ 
ness, the elements are experienced on the Earth plane as modes of being or ways 
of behaving, more subjective than objective. 

the element of fire: Fire's essential characteristic is the energetic exploration of 
life: to conquer, lead, and travel both physically and mentally. Key words are: 

Positive: vital, extroverted, energetic, enthusiastic, inspirational, visionary, high- 
spirited, simple and direct in approach, physically active, dramatic, courageous 
Negative: overly active to the point of burnout, restless, impatient, selfish, insen¬ 
sitive, willful, hasty, lacking in perspective, thoughtless, impulsive, reckless, ex¬ 
travagant, wild 

the element of air: Air is motivated to express thoughts in words to share infor¬ 
mation, interact with others, and influence society. Key words are: 

Positive: focused on ideas and their expression, articulate, objective, mentally 
clear, detached, capable of forethought and understanding, socially adept and 
adaptable, cooperative, relational 

Negative: unemotional and lacking in sympathy, impractical, “airheads,” disso¬ 
ciated from the body and the physical world, overadaptive, abstracted, glib and 
facile, hyperactive 



the element of water: Water is encouraged to experience emotions without re¬ 
pressing or being overwhelmed by them, achieve inner emotional security, and 
handle intuitive and psychic sensitivities adeptly (being both open and self- 
protective). Key words are: 

Positive: deeply emotional, sympathetic and empathic, nurturing, calm and peace¬ 
ful, sensitive, compassionate, imaginative, intuitive and even psychically aware 
Negative: emotionally insecure and unstable, shy, timid, lacking in confidence, 
oversensitive, devitalized by fears with focus on negatives, easily influenced and 
manipulated, withdrawn and uncommunicative, vindictive and vengeful, takes 
everything personally, moody and depressed 

the element of earth: Earth seeks straightforward engagement with the phys¬ 
ical world, mastery of it through efficient organization, and attainment of eco¬ 
nomic security, respect, and prestige due to hard work. Key words are: 

Positive: practical, efficient, organized, realistic, patient, selfdisciplined, hard¬ 
working, enduring and persistent, dependable, common- sensical, unpretentious, 
stable, a good sense of timing 

Negative: slow and stodgy, lacking in vision, unimaginative, petty, excessively con¬ 
ventional, cautious so misses opportunities, narrow in perspective, stubborn, 
resistant to change, hoarding, ultraconservative 



The Twelve Signs of the Zodiac 

The double, triple and quadruple rhythms, when superimposed, generate qual¬ 
ities and associations correlated to the twelve signs. The following describes the 
essence of the signs imaginatively, personifying them as though they have a life 
and identity of their own. This actually facilitates chart interpretation later. (See 
figure 2 next page.) 

Aries (masculine, cardinal, fire): The most yang and active of all fire signs. The 
most direct expression of the exuberant energy of life, Aries embodies the pure 
archetypal male as pioneer and warrior—often self-oriented and socially un¬ 
sophisticated, but with admirable confidence and unchecked impulses urging 
you to engage, explore, assert. 

Taurus (feminine, fixed, earth): The most yin of signs. Taurus takes on a physical 
body and is fertile and receptive to male seeding, but slow to respond, resistant to 
change, conservative regarding experiences and resources, and focused on estab¬ 
lishing a stable and secure physical life rooted in one place. 

Gemini (masculine, mutable, air): The first air sign. Gemini masters walking and 
talking, uses the five senses to explore the environment, and responds immedi¬ 
ately in thought and speech—sometimes too quickly and superficially, but always 
changing to adapt to new information or new participants. 

Cancer (feminine, cardinal, water): The first water sign. Cancer is deeply affected 
by early emotional experiences of childhood and early adolescence that set emo¬ 
tional and behavioral patterns, and strives to protect its inner sensitivity. It also 
has a maternal protectiveness capable of fierce action, tenaciously protecting the 
lives of those it loves: not only children, but the family as a whole, the tribe, the 
community, and the country. 



Figure 2. Triplicities of the Zodiac 

Leo (masculine, fixed, fire): The second fire sign. Leo directs its energy to develop 
a genuine self-hood (presumably during adolescence), present that confident ego 
on the world stage, and take pride and find pleasure in the creative accom¬ 
plishment that is the healthy expression of individual self-discovery. 

Virgo (feminine, mutable, earth): The second earth sign. Virgo acquires skills and 
learning leading to a job, continually refining its efforts as the craftsperson does 
to develop technique leading to mastery within a chosen field. It finds security in 
offering practical, dependable service to an organization or a cause. Virgo uses its 
intellect critically to organize information clearly, accurately, and usefully, bring¬ 
ing order out of chaos. 

Libra (masculine, cardinal, air): The second air sign. Libra seeks balanced ex¬ 
change in one-on-one partnerships and marriage and harmony in groups, using 
diplomacy and tact to make social efforts more effective. It is motivated by a need 
to see justice done, and will negotiate for fairness and inclusiveness of every 
group represented within a community. 

Scorpio (feminine, fixed, water): The second water sign. Scorpio works out the 





often hidden issues that arise from partnership, especially those related to shared 
resources or property due to needs for security and self-empowerment. Emotional 
focus is on the adult need to restrain emotions, while avoiding undue repression. 
The conflict predisposes to emotional energy buried in complexes, which then 
have to be released through intense therapeutic or transformative programs, or in 
creative pursuits. 

Sagittarius (masculine, mutable, fire): The third fire sign. Sagittarius confidently 
and energetically explores the larger physical realm (through travel) and the men¬ 
tal realm (through reading or formal education) to gain knowledge. It pursues 
religion, philosophy, and metaphysics to discover the meaning of life, often 
changing focus as interests change. 

Capricorn (feminine, cardinal, earth): The third earth sign. Capricorn is driven by 
a need for emotional and financial security, and is practically oriented to business 
and career success through hard work and self-discipline. It assesses the overall 
life achievement and the ultimate value of sacrifices made along the way. It may 
also wish to contribute to society once it has attained its goals. 

Aquarius (masculine, fixed, air): The third air sign. Aquarius seeks to transform 
the culture or community through participation in clubs, groups, and organi¬ 
zations, or through charitable or volunteer work. Its intellectual efforts are mar¬ 
shaled to improve society, driven by altruism that seeks not only tolerance, but 
full social integration. 

Pisces (feminine, mutable, water): The third water sign. Pisces strives to move be¬ 
yond personal sensitivity into higher intuition, ultimately finding emotional secu¬ 
rity through discernment of spiritual realities spurred by some type of extra¬ 
sensory perception. Its attunement to higher dimensions can lead to creative ex¬ 
pression of ideal forms or to compassionate service for the greater good. 



Table 2. Table of Rulerships 
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Notice that the first sign of each element is more personally oriented, the second 
expands the individual's interests into the greater community, and the third takes 
the individual into the maximally larger world. 









Planets in Signs 

Planets are symbols for cosmic realities that can no more be experienced directly 
than Semele could look directly at Zeus. When she tried, she was instantly de¬ 
stroyed, consumed by divine fire. Planetary energies are modulated to human 
consciousness through the medium of the signs. Like pieces of colored glass held 
before the eyes, signs filter planetary energy. Certain planets express themselves 
more or less easily through a particular sign; the energy of Mars, for example, is 
easily and dynamically expressed in Aries. 

The most comfortable placement for a planet is in the sign that it rules. The 
next is in a sign deemed compatible, called being in “dignity” or exalted. In the 
sign opposite its rulership, a planet is said to be in “detriment” or disadvantaged. 
Opposite its dignified position, it has difficulty expressing itself or is in “fall.” The 
table above illustrates this. (While they are included in the accompanying table, 
assignments of the newer planets are still being debated.) 

When it comes to the actual interpretation of a chart, these traditional classifi¬ 
cations can be modified by other factors. Such factors include connections that 
planets make to each other (called “aspects”), as well as their placement and 
strength in the horoscope for other reasons. 

Planets' assignments to signs follow a pattern, starting with the Sun, probably 
assigned to Leo because August is the hottest month in the eastern Mediter¬ 
ranean, where the system coalesced. The Moon is then attached to Cancer, the 
sign next to it. Next, signs on either side of these two are given the same planetary 
rulerships, going around the wheel in opposite directions. Thus, Mercury rules 
both Gemini and Virgo (the adjacent signs), Venus rules the next two (Taurus 
and Libra), and so on. Careful reference to the Table of Rulerships will make this 
clearer. 

Now we put can put together planetary energies and signs, and begin to spec¬ 
ulate about how a planet will manifest itself in your psyche and life. At this point, 
you may wish to obtain a copy of your own horoscope if you do not already have 
one, so that you can read about the following planetary placements in your own 
chart. A number of websites will provide these for you free: a good one is 
www.alabe.com/freechart/. 



The Sun in the Signs 

The modern astrological community continues to debate whether the Sun-sign 
placement indicates already-developed talents you are born with, or whether it points 
to areas to be developed during your life. Consensus currently seems to favor the 
latter. 

Your Sun placement shows your level of physical energy and your particular life 
purpose, expressing itself in the twelve signs as follows: 

Sun in Aries: pioneering or self-asserting activities, with warmth and courage, but 
sometimes impulsively or in a way that overwhelms others. (Exaltation) 

Sun in Taurus: establishing a comfortable, materially secure life through sus-tained 
effort and work within established and conventional spheres. 

Sun in Gemini: pursuing a variety of activities that explore the mental realm in order 
to satisfy curiosity and gather information that can be communicated to others. 

Sun in Cancer: sustaining familial and communal associations, establishing roots, 
and securing both financial and emotional security. 

Sun in Leo: creative self-expression that draws others' attention and affection, and 
attests to the individual's dramatic talents and leadership capability. (Rulership) 

Sun in Virgo: organizing information or environments to allow for the most efh-cient 
and productive use of energies and resources in service to a greater purpose. Sun in 
Libra: balancing energies with another or with others, mediating or com-municating 
in order to bring peace and harmony to human interactions. (Fall) 

Sun in Scorpio: exploring the hidden or ill-understood aspects of life (power, 
sexuality, finances, the unconscious) in order to maximize resources, transform 
yourself or others, and release creative potential. 

Sun in Sagittarius: exploring the world through the mind or through travel to ex-pand 
your knowledge or awareness, and to appreciate its transmission through the ages as 
history, education, philosophy, or metaphysics. 

Sun in Capricorn: achieving a level of success in the public sphere through hard 
work, self-discipline, and concentration, focusing on practical achievement, some¬ 
times initially to the exclusion of other, more pleasureable pursuits. 

Sun in Aquarius: connecting with others in friendship, and contributing to the 
improvement of society through participating in groups or organizations that have a 
social purpose. (Detriment) 

Sun in Pisces: using your, sensitivities in the helping and healing professions 
eneigized by compassion and a spiritually motivated desire to serve, or. to be cre-ative 
in the "intangible" arts (music, theater, dance, and film). 



The Moon in the Signs 

The Moon-sign placement reveals the individual's emotional needs and the man¬ 
ner of emotional expression. It expresses itself in the signs as follows: 

Moon in Aries: volatility, quick to anger and to react. The emotions are instantly 
felt and immediately expressed so that they do not smolder. The individual is 
driven to find opportunities to initiate, to show courage, and to take a leadership 
role. 

Moon in Taurus: stubbornness and resistance to argument and change. This is 
the most emotionally stable placement, needing predictability and security, both 
financial and emotional, and valuing quality and permanence. It is happiest in a 
calm and comfortable environment in which it can blossom. (Dignity) 

Moon in Gemini: emotional changeability and fickleness. It needs to adapt con¬ 
tinually to changing conditions, and is happiest when sharing thoughts and 
information and having the freedom to engage many varied circumstances. 

Moon in Cancer: shyness and oversensitivity, and often taking things too person¬ 
ally. It needs emotional and financial security (often found through gaining or 
dealing in real estate); and is most comfortable when nurturing others by feeding 
or clothing them or providing them with a home. (Ruler) 

Moon in Leo: ostentatious, grandiose, or egotistical; or devoted, magnanimous, 
and generous. It needs opportunities to shine, to achieve goals that contribute to 
an authentic sense of self. It is pleased with being in leadership situations in 
which it can share a grand vision or effect changes that reflect well on itself. 

Moon in Virgo: subjects the emotions to rationality; consequently is perfec- 
tionistic, excessively critical, or fussy (like Felix in “The Odd Couple”). It needs 
neatness and order in its environment, and is most satisfied when its efforts to 
support an organization's efficient functioning are appreciated. 

Moon in Libra: suffers when not in a partnership situation, whether personal or 
professional. It needs an other with whom to create a balanced relationship, or so¬ 
cial encounters that are fun and harmonious. It is happiest when integrated with¬ 
in a social context or expressing its aesthetic sensibilities through some form of 
artistry. 

Moon in Scorpio: a passionate and intense emotional nature. More than any 
other Moon placement, it is challenged to transmute negative emotions (resent¬ 
ment, vengefulness, hatred) into positive ones (forgiveness, unselfish love, 



compassion). It needs to overcome emotional repression by a gentle, steady re¬ 
lease of feelings over time, especially by directing them into creative pursuits. It is 
happiest having achieved self-mastery through the healthy application of will 
power without excessive control. (Fall) 

Moon in Sagittarius: restless, dissatisfied, and resistant to commitment; or 
charming, friendly, positive and optimistic, seeing life as humorous. It needs new 
worlds to conquer and new challenges to meet, as well as physical freedom. It 
takes pleasure in physical mastery of the body (as in sports) and the exploration of 
diverse physical environments or mental fields (in travel or study). 

Moon in Capricorn: needs to watch for suppression of feelings or underde¬ 
velopment due to emotional shut-down. Emotional inhibition may originate in 
early childhood situations or negative parental influence. It needs meaningful 
work allowing disciplined efforts to achieve position and rewards, leading to a 
more secure sense of self. It is happiest with steady accomplishment of practical 
goals, and through being recognized as a productive member of society. (Detri¬ 
ment) 

Moon in Aquarius: emotionally cold and detached, often because of over-control 
of feelings through intellectual domination or emotional trauma. It needs to allow 
feelings to surface, and show its clearheaded, broadminded outlook in the broad¬ 
er social milieu. It is happiest expressing altruism and idealism through efforts to 
improve society, to relieve suffering, and to bring groups together. 

Moon in Pisces: extremely sensitive and overly responsive; has difficulty estab¬ 
lishing boundaries and feeling grounded without resorting to escapist outlets like 
drugs, fantasy, or alcohol. It needs to be engaged in helping or healing work 
where a genuine spiritual motivation energizes its service, or engaging artistic 
pursuits. It is happiest fulfilling its ideals through service in psychically clear sur¬ 
roundings. 



Mercury in the Signs 

Mercury's sign placement reveals the way the mind functions, possible intel¬ 
lectual interests, and overall style of communication. It expresses itself in the 
signs as follows: 

Mercury in Aries: sharp and concise. It sees the point of a debate or argument 
quickly, and responds in the same way, directly and honestly, perhaps impatiently 
or with wit or sarcasm. 

Mercury in Taurus: conservative, carefully weighs options before responding, so 
that sometimes the opportunity for exchange has passed. It perseveres in apply¬ 
ing the mind logically (and not abstractly) to practical problems with great com¬ 
mon sense. 

Mercury in Gemini: quick and has great curiosity, sometimes with a mischievous 
or humorous take. Easily articulate and verbally sophisticated, it enjoys verbal 
games and puns. It may seem excessively talkative or inconsistent, jumping to 
conclusions or skipping over facts, or avoiding hard research. (Ruler) 

Mercury in Cancer: highly aware of the emotional overtones of speech and words' 
effect on others; tries to be kindspoken. Thinking can be empathic. It may have a 
good memory, but difficulty forgetting negative experiences. Thought processes 
may be influenced by moods and consequently changeable. 

Mercury in Leo: a dramatic flair and confidence, used to persuade others of the 
rightness of its ideas or to enlist their enthusiasm for projects. It can approach 
problems creatively, but is uninterested in fine points. Ideas may be self- 
referential, and it may enjoy displaying knowledge in order to impress others, 
seeming intellectually superior. (Fall) 

Mercury in Virgo: logical and methodical, with a well developed intellectual capa¬ 
bility easily applied to business or science. With a discriminating intelligence and 
gifts of conciseness, precision, and clarity, it makes admirable critics and first-rate 
problem-solvers. It enjoys organizing information and solving intellectual puz¬ 
zles. It is the best placement for dealing well with details within a larger context. 
(Ruler) 

Mercury in Libra: gives a fair and balanced assessment of opposing points of 
view, though it may lose sight of its own opinion in the process. It can express it¬ 
self charmingly and diplomatically, with an aesthetic appreciation for language 
and rhetoric. It may be too easily persuaded by others, and may see so many 



different perspectives on an issue that it becomes overwhelmed and indecisive. 
Mercury in Scorpio: strategically, deliberately uses the mind as a tool of persua¬ 
sion or propaganda, penetrating others' motivations to convince them more effec¬ 
tively. This is the mind of the researcher, the prober of mysteries, or the discov¬ 
erer of hidden secrets, so it is an asset in the chart of a PR person, detective, 
investigative journalist, or gossip columnist. It is also capable of being ironic, cyn¬ 
ical, or cutting, and may go silent, withholding information to create an aura of 
mystery. 

Mercury in Sagittarius: pursues many and varied interests in the search for truth, 
sometimes scattered or easily distracted. The mind has a philosophical cast, often 
ignoring facts or details in favor of the grander view. It can seem a know-it-all, but 
its optimistic outlook can restore others' lost faith. It can speak without thinking, 
the classic “foot-in-mouth” syndrome. (Detriment) 

Mercury in Capricorn: focuses on material realities and the practical solution of 
problems. This is the mind of a businessperson or engineer. In using language in 
a serious, methodical, and unimaginative way, it may not consider the emotional 
impact of words on others. Its strength is in being realistic; its drawback is in 
being humorless. 

Mercury in Aquarius: brilliant and insightful, concerned with ameliorating social 
ills and capable of grasping ideas ahead of their time. An independent thinker, it 
may alternate between being flexible and inflexible in thinking. It can think both 
spontaneously and circumspectly. While it can be creative, open-minded, and tol¬ 
erant, and has the best talent for thinking abstractly and creating syntheses of all 
the signs, it can also get lost in abstraction or appear arrogantly certain of the 
rightness of its own ideas. (Dignity) 

Mercury in Pisces: imaginative and intuitive, with sensitivity to the feeling tone 
of words rather than their precise literal meaning. It uses language to create im¬ 
ages, in a poetic way, with an insouciance about the truth or reality of what it cre¬ 
ates. It can be almost telepathic in its ability to tune into another's thoughts, but 
may be inarticulate in expressing its own. (Detriment) 



Venus in the Signs 

Venus's sign placement has to do with how the individual attracts love and appre¬ 
ciates beauty and the arts. It tells of the capacity for relatedness in intimate con¬ 
nections or with friends in a wider social context. It expresses itself in the signs as 
follows: 

Venus in Aries: passionate and assertive in relationships, going after what it 
wants but not always sensitive to how it is received, or to another's needs. Passion 
may be short-lived. It likes to take the lead in social situations. (Detriment) 

Venus in Taurus: strong, with an innate sensual appreciation of beauty and lux¬ 
ury that gives it genuine artistic potential. It is loyal and faithful in friendships, 
and takes commitments seriously. It appreciates physical closeness (hugs from 
friends, and regular and passionate sexual relations with lovers). It can be posses¬ 
sive and jealous and does not let go easily. (Ruler) 

Venus in Gemini: changeable, delighting in many and varied social contacts, but 
sometimes reluctant to commit, preferring to play the field. It can be successful in 
partnering if variety and amusements characterize the relationship. Considered 
fickle and unreliable, its aesthetic preferences change quickly too. It may be 
charming and comfortable in social situations and knows how to flirt! 

Venus in Cancer: sensitive to friends' and partners' needs; enjoys providing a 
home and both emotional and physical nurturance. With a romantic streak, it 
stays committed, in part because of a high need for emotional security. It is also 
possessive, and has difficulty letting go. Partners may feel crowded if it hovers too 
much. It can be socially shy, preferring to be where it feels safe. 

Venus in Leo: loves the drama of relationships, and enjoys attention from part¬ 
ners and friends. It likes to be generous and magnanimous, though it may expect 
the partner to play a secondary, supportive, and adoring role. With an attractive 
warm personality, it can be very charismatic. It may appreciate partners for their 
appearance, and so attract “arm candy.” In love, it may be demonstrative, but not 
always genuine in expressing feelings. 

Venus in Virgo: analyzes partners' strengths and weaknesses, and is discrim¬ 
inating in choice of friends. The most emotionally selfsufficient of signs, it may 
choose to be alone or to have a small number of reliable friends. It shows love 
through practical service to the partner and by being helpful and faithful. (Fall) 
Venus in Libra: a strong need for an equal partner with whom to share feelings 



and ideas, and a wide network of friends and acquaintances leading to an active 
social life. A strong aesthetic sense enables the creation of beautiful environments 
or pleasant social occasions. It may over-analyze relationships and suffer from 
disharmony in them. (Ruler) 

Venus in Scorpio: intense and passionate, attracting partners through magnetic 
sexual attraction or seduction. It is deeply sexual and longs for the deathless and 
faithful love of Romeo and Juliet, or Heloise and Abelard. It may exploit partners 
for monetary or social gain, and has difficulty achieving a balance of power. If 
thwarted or insecure, it can be jealous, possessive, or manipulative, and needs to 
transform negative emotional responses or actions to be harmless and loving. 
(Detriment) 

Venus in Sagittarius: enjoys a variety of social contexts and many intellectually 
stimulating people. It may over-idealize or reject partners who are not honorable 
or equally idealistic. Its primary need is for space, so it may be involved with no¬ 
body or with more than one partner, especially from a distance. A typical “Peter 
Pan,” it shies away from adult commitments and may avoid confrontations or be 
uncomfortable with intimacy. 

Venus in Capricorn: connects with a partner for status, security, or economic rea¬ 
sons, and then dutifully fulfills the role of partner or parent. It can demonstrate a 
profound, serious, and committed love, or sideline emotions for more practical 
considerations, afterward feeling the lack of love acutely. It warms to others slow¬ 
ly, and may experience a long-lasting and faithful love later in life. 

Venus in Aquarius: needs a high degree of change, intellectual stimulation, and 
freedom in relationships, which may be socially unconventional. It can have a 
wide social network, not always with deep emotional bonds, but often sharing 
similar ideas or passion for causes. It may have unusual or eccentric ideas about 
romantic or sexual relationships. 

Venus in Pisces: in love with Love. This most idealistic and romantic of signs has 
difficulty accepting imperfect humanness, and may be more comfortable with 
love as an ideal, love of the arts, or love of God. While it can be devoted and self- 
sacrificing, it must beware of escaping into romantic fantasies or having its good 
nature exploited. (Dignity) 



Mars in the Signs 

The Mars placement reveals the energy quality and the sphere it most energizes. 

It shows how people go after what they want, what their sexual energy and style 
may be, and how the male side of the psyche may be described. In a woman's 
chart, it is one of the factors suggestive of the type of man she attracts; in a man's 
chart, it reflects the male image he tries to emulate. It expresses itself in the signs 
as follows: 

Mars in Aries: strong, with clear intention and direct movement toward goals; 
takes action physically with a heroic courage that overrides restraints. Energy 
rises quickly and impulsively, but may be short-lived, impatient, reckless, even 
brutal. It may be easily excited and vigorous, and the sexual style is competitive 
and conquering. (Ruler) 

Mars in Taurus: slow but patient, applies energy to practical accomplishments. It 
is capable of sustained effort over time, is better at defense than offense, and may 
control the temper for a long time before finally exploding. Sexually, it is deeply 
sensual and passionate, though passive and indulgent. (Detriment) 

Mars in Gemini: quick, though easily defused or distracted, so efforts may not be 
sustained due to scattering. It can be verbally assertive and quick-witted, and en¬ 
joys debates and arguments. It may talk its way out of difficulties or use humor to 
defuse situations. It can be stimulated through words and kept intrigued through 
variety, but is sometimes inclined to talk rather than act. 

Mars in Cancer: indirect, has difficulty asserting due to sensitivity and empathy 
with others. Emotions affect commitment to projects, so it may alternately take ac¬ 
tion or be paralyzed. If it does not feel secure and emotionally comfortable, it may 
be shy and sensitive in sexual encounters. (Fall) 

Mars in Leo: bold and daring, driven by visionary zeal or creative inspiration to 
act with grand gestures. It can be direct and persistent in achieving goals, but 
may be impractical and ungrounded or let wounded pride interfere with progress. 

It is self-confident, aware of performing with flair, and loves attention as the 
“courtly lover.” 

Mars in Virgo: methodical and precise, with energy oriented to practicalities and 
capable of skilled or routine work sustained over time. It may lose energy by over¬ 
focusing on details or be hesitant due to perfectionism or self-doubt. It is sexually 
discriminating to the point of avoiding partners who lack manners or skimp on 



personal grooming, but is capable of quiet, sustained passion. 

Mars in Libra: indecisive, with difficulty asserting by being too ready to listen to 
opposite arguments or to compromise. Energy goes into mental levels, so it may 
use negotiating tactics or charm to avoid conflict, while talking itself out of taking 
a stand. It tries to be fair in love and war, and so may annoy a partner by dither¬ 
ing over opportunities or being reluctant to engage in unaesthetic actions. (Detri¬ 
ment) 

Mars in Scorpio: passionate, uses strategy to achieve its purposes, motivated by 
powerful emotions to use energy in transforming itself others, or the envi¬ 
ronment. Persevering, it may have difficulty adjusting course or moderating its 
power drive, and may be tempted to use underhanded methods to achieve goals. 
Sexually, it is deeply erotic and seductive, drawn to exploring sexual taboos. 
(Ruler) 

Mars in Sagittarius: puts enthusiasm into many and varied activities that change 
frequently, especially those pursuing ideals or exploring new territory, both phys¬ 
ical and mental. This is the athlete, or the crusader or missionary who angers 
more easily over causes or principles than personal issues. Sexually, it is quick to 
desire, but inclined to restlessness and a need for freedom. 

Mars in Capricorn: uses concentration and determination to gain materially, even 
if opposed. Energy is disciplined and persistent, responsibly directed toward con¬ 
structive achievements. The sexual drive can be controlled or separated from the 
emotions, but is strong and steady. (Dignity) 

Mars in Aquarius: changeable on the mental plane, eager to communicate ideals 
to inspire or persuade others to action. It is fascinated by theories and unusual 
ideas, but may not see their practical application, though it may try to force its 
opinions on others. It inclines to independent, erratic, and oblique action. Friend¬ 
ship is a basis for connection, with an unconventional and experimental approach 
to sex that it may redirect periodically into intellectual pursuits. 

Mars in Pisces: fluctuates with the emotional flow. It can act on others' behalf or 
for spiritual principles, but has difficulty with selfassertion. It may act on instinct 
or indirectly, often winning by passively submitting or turning the other cheek. It 
can be a romantic, tender, and sensitive lover, but caught up in fantasies or too 
easily seduced. 



Jupiter in the Signs 

Jupiter takes longer to circle the Sun than planets like Venus, which may traverse 
a sign in less than a month, or Mars, which may stay in one sign for six weeks. 
Jupiter spends, on average, an entire year in a sign, taking twelve years to complete 
its orbit. Interpretations of Jupiter and the planets beyond it thus apply to a siz¬ 
able peer group and may be less personally specific. 

Jupiter's sign placement points to what people idealize; how they search for 
meaning through religion, philosophy, or metaphysics; how they seek to learn 
and grow by engaging new spheres, especially ones leading to greater knowledge, 
understanding, and expanded awareness. It also indicates where people can over¬ 
do or go to extremes. It expresses itself in the signs as follows: 

Jupiter in Aries: idealizes personal freedom and assertiveness, and learns through 
physical activity and taking risks. With a high level of physical energy and confi¬ 
dence, it may espouse a philosophy of selffeliance. Motivations are very person¬ 
ally oriented. 

Jupiter in Taurus: holds pleasure and comfort as ideals. It values stability and is 
philosophically conservative and stoic, learning through hands-on practical expe¬ 
rience. It may desire to accumulate more materially or expand its sensual explo¬ 
ration of the world. 

Jupiter in Gemini: values the compulsive amassing of information in a quest to 
know and understand more. It increases mental activity, doubting and ques¬ 
tioning constantly, and may focus on knowledge that has only short-term use or is 
superficial. (Detriment) 

Jupiter in Cancer: values security, family, stability, and loyalty to clan and coun¬ 
try. It learns through emotionally motivated exploration, and can help and sup¬ 
port others. Growth comes through nurturing and compassion. (Exaltation) 

Jupiter in Leo: values opportunities to lead, therefore being in a position to help 
others by being magnanimous and generous. Learning has a personal cast, and 
while ideals and principles can be genuine motivators, it may be distracted from 
study by luxury, ease, and show. 

Jupiter in Virgo: values order and organization in the fulfilment of practical 
objectives. Idealism may be challenged by subjecting ideals to intellectual exami¬ 
nation or deflating them through cynicism. It may not accept a philosophy whole¬ 
heartedly because of feeling intellectually superior or being overly critical. 



(Detriment) 

Jupiter in Libra: values cooperation, leading to peace and harmony in society, and 
justice and fairness before the law. It may do this by using knowledge and skilled 
communication, the mind being the chief vehicle for growth. One of the most 
idealistic placements, it may seek the ideal relationship, the ideal learning situ¬ 
ation, or the ideal aesthetic experience through the arts. 

Jupiter in Scorpio: values power that comes from controlling emotions and self- 
projection, and from success due to persistent dedication to goals. It learns 
through releasing emotions, channeling them into creative pursuits or explo¬ 
rations of psychology, finances, or the secrets of life and death. 

Jupiter in Sagittarius: values noble ideals like honesty or honor. It seeks to grow 
through wide-ranging religious and philosophical explorations, and by literally 
traveling. More than most, it wants to improve, learn more and gain wisdom 
through an enthusiastic search for truth. (Ruler) 

Jupiter in Capricorn: values practical efforts to increase material prosperity or 
consolidate worldly position. Values are conservative: hard work, fulfillment of 
duty, playing a defined role within established structures. Cautious and prag¬ 
matic—even pessimistic—it may distrust philosophies and religions, and rely too 
much on self and the concretely visible. (Fall) 

Jupiter in Aquarius: values “liberty, equality, and fraternity,” the Aquarian Age 
Utopian ideals of brotherly love, and freedom and democracy. It grows mentally, 
being especially open to new ideas, and has the unique ability to weigh theories 
impersonally, though it can get lost in abstract intellectual speculation, as well as 
be superficial and impractical. 

Jupiter in Pisces: values compassion, forgiveness, and unselfish love, as well as 
service to the divine. Emotions energize a search for direct religious or mystical 
experience that may lead to inner peace and wisdom. En route, it must watch 
being gullible or exploited. (Ruler) 



Saturn in the Signs 

Saturn takes, on average, two and a half years to travel through a sign, and so 
marks an even broader peer group. Still, its placement acutely reveals personal 
vulnerabilities or external limitations that can be overcome over time with patient 
sustained effort and a mature attitude. 

Of all the planetary placements, Saturn speaks most tellingly of significant 
lessons to be learned, as well as wisdom to be gained—only possible in this 
dimension. No wonder it is dubbed “The Lord of Karma.” The key to overcoming 
Saturnian problems is the resolution of issues internally first, rather than looking 
for changes externally. 

The element of Saturn's placement is in itself significant and worth separate 
consideration before delineating Saturn's expression in individual signs. 

Saturn in fire signs: can dampen enthusiasm and inhibit efforts due to self-doubt 
or a feeling that taking action is useless. Careful preparation and consideration of 
outcomes, along with sustained energy and will power channeled into mean¬ 
ingful areas, can lead to achieving personal goals. 

Saturn in earth signs: initially may have trouble dealing with practical earthly con¬ 
cerns, such as finding meaningful sustained work, building financial security, 
and handling money and resources. Patiently accepting the slowness and limita¬ 
tions of this dimension, along with common sense, wise and efficient use of time 
and energy, and becoming organized can lead to practical mastership. 

Saturn in air signs: can feel insecure about the level of knowledge or intellectual 
abilities, and can overcompensate by becoming a knowit- all or the expert with 
many degrees. Challenging negative thoughts and replacing them with positive 
ones (in the style of Albert Ellis' Rational-Emotive Therapy) can evolve into objec¬ 
tive and detached consideration of issues, with disciplined and concentrated 
thought leading to unusually clear and coherent communication. One literally 
“masters the mind.” 

Saturn in water signs: can be blocked in emotional expression because of fear, 
hypersensitivity, or deep insecurity resulting from poor parenting or past trau¬ 
mas. Inner strength, emotional balance, and self-sufficiency can be cultivated by 
letting feelings gently surface over time and by conscious and consistent self- 
nurturing. This develops eventually into the capacity to express genuine feelings 
in a deeply felt and caring way. 



Now we can be more specific about Saturn's effect in each sign. Initially Saturn 
inhibits the free expression of a sign's potential or may incline toward defensively 
overdoing things in inauthentic ways to compensate for feelings of inferiority or 
fear. Saturn insists on developing a sign's genuine qualities over time. Saturn ex¬ 
presses itself in the signs as follows: 

Saturn in Aries: has difficulty being self-assertive, expressing masculine qualities, 
or feeling confi dent. The challenge is to overcome a sense of inadequacy by devel¬ 
oping a healthy ego that can take the initiative and easily handle life's conflicts. 
(Fall) 

Saturn in Taurus: inhibits the enjoyment of sense-based pleasures and has in¬ 
creasing fears of losing material security or possessions. The challenge is to gen¬ 
erate the confidence to enjoy what the world has to offer, despite recognizing the 
inevitability of change, after developing inner security based on a genuine sense 
of self-worth. 

Saturn in Gemini: frustrating early learning experiences, limiting intellectual 
exploration and dampening natural curiosity, makes them underachieve or be 
silent through fear of showing ignorance or being wrong. Developing language 
skills—to the point of examining each individual word—and weighing thoughts 
lead to communicating with maturity, authority, and intellectual depth. 

Saturn in Cancer: childhood wounding from lack of love or emotional support 
can reveal itself in hypersensitivity, enmeshment with or emotional distance from 
family, extreme self-protectiveness, and an emotional neediness and hunger lead¬ 
ing to literal overeating or accumulating material things (especially land or real es¬ 
tate). Gently releasing deeper feelings, building genuine emotional security 
through trusting emotions, instincts and intuitions, and seeing the larger Uni¬ 
verse as a source of support create emotional maturity and an ability to nurture 
oneself and others. (Detriment) 

Saturn in Leo: an inauthentic and showy self that deeply fears being unloved, 
disrespected, and undignified; is reluctant to display its creative products. 
Through developing a secure sense of self-worth grounded in Self instead of ego, 
it gains the confidence to have fun in life, dare to love, and be consistently and 
successfully creative. (Detriment) 

Saturn in Virgo: works through perfectionism and workaholism, motivated by 
fear of criticism, being inadequate, or feeling useless, to achieve a healthy balance 



of relaxation and meaningful work seen as service to the whole. Saturn here must 
also focus on the role of thought and attitude in generating good health in an effi¬ 
ciently functioning body that is cared for and appreciated. 

Saturn in Libra: fears loss of identity in personal relationships, so delays commit¬ 
ments until it has evolved a stronger sense of self and developed interpersonal 
skills, like responsible and fair cooperation, negotiation, and decision-making. 
Saturn here leads to greater decisiveness in thought and action and to wise appli¬ 
cation of ideals to human interactions. (Dignity) 

Saturn in Scorpio: fears loss of internal psychic balance due to intense emotions 
or loss of autonomy by being controlled or manipulated by others, generating 
compulsive use of others as defensive self-protection or compensation for a sense 
of loss or lack. Moderating passions, appreciating the power of surrender, allow¬ 
ing crucial life experiences to effect change, trusting inner strength to meet chal¬ 
lenges, and deepening intimacy to experience profound sexual satisfaction all lead 
to greater emotional satisfaction. 

Saturn in Sagittarius: moves from defensive positions of skepticism and cynicism 
or unthinking reliance on authority, with accompanying intolerance or judgmen- 
talism, through crises of faith to developing an enduring, wise, and meaningful 
philosophy about the divine and human worlds. This position brings a healthy 
mental discipline to potentially naive and scattered thinking. 

Saturn in Capricorn: fears the inability to generate material prosperity or be re¬ 
spected by society for perceived success, leading to overwork and a severely lim¬ 
ited life. The solution is to cultivate confidence in handling positions of respon¬ 
sibility and to trust that hard work, patience, and efforts for the betterment of the 
community will ultimately bring recognition. (Ruler) 

Saturn in Aquarius: fears that their ideas will be ignored or considered too eccen¬ 
tric, or fears new ideas in general and so is intolerant and mentally controlling. 
Tempering radicalism and tolerating diversity leads to the practical application of 
well-thought-out and innovative ideas that may be embraced by society and cat¬ 
alyze social transformation. (Ruler) 

Saturn in Pisces: fears engaging physical life and handling material affairs, lead¬ 
ing to defensive withdrawal from the world; tries to escape emotional pain or lack 
of meaning through drugs, alcohol, or unhealthy relationships; and allows victim¬ 
ization or exploitation due to low self-esteem or loss of boundaries. Using 



empathy, intuition and psychic impressions as guides (rather than authoritarian 
teachers or rigid dogma) and embracing a spiritual discipline that grounds per¬ 
sonal identity in the soul and recognizes the oneness of all life give emotional 
strength, provide practical outlets for compassion that help relieve the world's suf¬ 
fering, and lead to inner experiences of peace and serenity. 

The Outer Planets in the Signs 

Uranus spends approximately seven years in a sign, Neptune fourteen, and Pluto 
between twelve and thirty-two. They mark not only generations, but also artistic, 
social, and historical trends. Because of their long stay in one sign, their mean¬ 
ings are more collective than personal. It is their placements in houses and their 
aspects to personal planets that individualize their meanings for you. 



CHAPTER THREE 

houses: the third piece 


we now have a picture of the cosmos, with the planets appearing to circle 
Earth against the backdrop of the signs of the zodiac. We have a long-developed 
conceptual system with amplified meanings of planets and signs, applying to vast 
numbers of people. But at this point, we have no way of individualizing these pat¬ 
terns to capture each person's uniqueness. To do this, we have to discover a way 
of “bringing heaven down to Earth.” 



Creating an Individual Chart 

An individual chart represents a shapshot of the heavens, with the planets in var¬ 
ious positions in their orbits, from a specific geographic location at a particular 
moment—the moment of birth. This snapshot becomes a personal horoscope, in 
which the grander picture of the cosmos reveals the individual's life and purpose. 

This picture reflects the view of an observer at a given place on Earth—which 
means Earth is at the center of the chart. Astrologers use a geocentric (Earth- 
centered) perspective to reflect common daily experience. The Sun is, of course, 
the center of our solar system, but a heliocentric (or Sun-centered) model would 
only be useful to someone living on the Sun. 

Putting this model on paper is the greatest challenge for astrologers, perhaps 
reflecting the philosophical and spiritual conundrum of how a soul manifests in a 
time-space dimension. The challenge of transferring a three-dimensional picture 
to a flat two-dimensional representation is a problem in spherical trigonometry 
and geometry. Any such model, just like any map, contains distortions. 

Let's start with the ecliptic, the apparent path of the “chariot of the Sun” 
through the heavens. The Sun arcs across the sky and intersects the local horizon, 
the place where we are most anchored on Earth. This connects the wheeling of 
the cosmos with the turning of the world on its axis—the greater with the lesser. 
The point in the east where the Sun rises is called the Ascendant. 

The local horizon is also envisioned as a circle, separated into a visible half¬ 
sphere (above the horizon) and an invisible one (below the horizon). It goes “as 
far as the eye can see,” from east to west, where the Sun, Moon, and other planets 
appear to rise and set on a daily basis. Planets below the horizon are not visible to 
the naked eye, but are still included in the birth chart. 

The Earth rotates on its axis one complete revolution every day—though from 
our perspective, it looks as if the zodiac is turning around us, rising at the Ascen¬ 
dant and setting at the Descendant. The zodiac rises in the east very rapidly— 
much faster than any of the planets, even the Moon. Every four minutes, the next 
degree of the zodiac appears to come up over the horizon. Some astrological com¬ 
puter programs allow you to watch this moment by moment, as planets rise and 
ascend in the sky. 

The faster a planet or a point (like the Ascendant) moves through the zodiac, 
the less likely it is to be the same in someone else's chart, therefore, the more 



individual it is. So it is logical to use the Ascendant as the chart's beginning point. 
This allows the universal to become personal and shows how the positions of the 
signs and planets translate into specific life circumstances and events. 

The Ascendant is the entry point for constructing a horoscope, so it is anal¬ 
ogous to the sign Aries, the primary symbol of the “beginning of things.” Since 
the Ascendant is where the heavens meet our physical space (Earth)—and where 
the Sun first appears at the day's dawn—it reflects Aries-like qualities that go 
with the first eruption of any physical thing into time: a forceful, assertive, and 
energetic temperament. 

Just as we divided the yearly cycle into twelve parts, the solar months, we also 
divide the twenty-four hours of day and night into twelve time periods called 
“houses.” This division of earthly space into twelve sectors indicating different 
areas of life parallels all twelve signs of the zodiac, starting with Aries at the 
Ascendant and going counterclockwise around the chart. The house system is not 
an exact equivalent of the zodiac system, as there are subtle differences. But over¬ 
laying the yearly pattern on the daily pattern is another way of relating the greater 
to the lesser. 

The first house is the “natural” house of Aries, and has Arien meanings and 
associations attached to it. This development in astrology began a long time ago, 
probably sometime in the mid 2nd century b.c.e., and is attributed to the Egyp¬ 
tian priest-astrologer Petosiris. It is first fully described by the famous Claudius 
Ptolemy of Alexandria, whose astrological writings, especially the Tetrabiblos, be¬ 
came the basic texts of astrology for 1500 years. 

The simplest way to calculate the houses is to divide the 360 degrees of the zo¬ 
diac into twelve equal segments of thirty degrees each, starting at the Ascendant. 
This is called the “Equal House” system, and is the one Ptolemy used. The result¬ 
ing picture will show a wheel with twelve spokes radiating out from the center (in 
this case, Earth), like a neatly cut-up pie. The horizon is the horizontal diameter 
formed by two of the spokes (radii) of the circle across the center of the image. 
These spokes are extremely important, as they are two defining “angles” of the 
horoscope. 



The Angles 

The four angles of the horoscope are derived from the four horizontal and vertical 
spokes. These primary cross-shaped angles establish the framework for the entire 
chart. They correspond to the position of the Sun at sunrise, noon, sunset, and 
midnight. These are the four most important divisions of the day cycle, and so 
have special symbolic import. (See figure 3 on opposite page.) 

The Ascendant, the degree of the ecliptic rising in the east, is always to the center- 
left of the chart. Planets lurking around this point are “rising,” and the sign on 
the Ascendant is the “rising sign.” This is also the beginning or “cusp” of the first 
house, and the point of contact with your local environment, your “window on 
the world.” 

The meaning of the Ascendant relates to meanings given to the first house. 
Many consider the Ascendant analogous to psychologist Carl Jung's concept of 
the “persona,” the “mask” or socialized self with a particular style of self¬ 
presentation. Just as planets ascending above this point are becoming visible, so 
this point represents the birth or appearance of the individual in the world. It also 
has to do with the image you project of yourself, the impression you make on oth¬ 
ers, the way you take action in the world, and the lasting effect you have on your 
environment. It corresponds to others' perception of your “personality.” 

It is vitally important to have a precise birth time to determine an accurate 
Ascendant. Generally, the astrologer wants the moment when the baby first 
breathes, which is its beginning as an independent entity. This is often not the 
recorded birth time, which can easily be off by five or ten minutes. Every four 
minutes, the degree on the Ascendant changes, advancing through each degree of 
the sign. This affects the interpretation in noticeable as well as subtle ways, so the 
more precise the birth time, the clearer the picture, and the more potentially accu¬ 
rate the delineation. 
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Figure 3. The Four Angles 

The Descendant is always exactly 180 degrees opposite the Ascendant, to the center 
right of the chart. Planets here are “setting.” Its meaning is directly related to the 
description of the seventh house, the house of “the other," as opposed to the first 
house, which is about you. The Descendant has to do with the way others act to¬ 
ward you, and their impact on you. It also describes your close associations and 
what you attract in others, especially in marriage, longterm committed relation¬ 
ships, or business partnerships. 

Midheaven or MC (short for medium coeli, Latin for “middle of the heavens”) is at 
the top of the chart, about where the Sun would be at noon. This point is deter¬ 
mined by establishing where the ecliptic (the path of the Sun) crosses the local 
meridian. This is the place in the sky perpendicular to the horizon, where the 
Sun (or any other planet) reaches its highest point in the sky, a place of maximum 
visibility. Just as the Sun dominates the sky at midday, planets at this point have 
a powerful presence and are said to be “culminating.” 

The significance of the Midheaven is derived from meanings attributed to the 
tenth house, although in some house systems the Midheaven and the beginning 
point of the tenth house do not always coincide. This is the place of greatest 




extension of self into the larger world of career and public life. It relates to your 
career, reputation, and social status. 

The 1 C (imum coeli, or “lowest heaven”) is directly opposite the MC, at the bottom 
of the chart. Its meaning is derived from meanings for the fourth house, pro¬ 
foundly related to the foundations of your life supporting your public achieve¬ 
ment (tenth house), including ancestors, parents (perhaps especially the mother), 
and current family, as well as home and real estate that may provide basic secu¬ 
rity. 

All twelve signs of the zodiac appear to rise, culminate, set, and cross the bot¬ 
tom of the chart during the twenty-four hours of the day, so you can have any one 
of the thirty degrees of any of the twelve signs on any angle, regardless of your 
Sun or other planetary placements. 



THE TWELVE HOUSES 

Houses are numbered from one to twelve, in a counterclockwise direction, begin¬ 
ning at the Ascendant and going down around the chart. A planet, therefore, has 
both a zodiacal position and a house position, and takes qualities from both the 
sign and house it is in. This shows how planetary energies become personalized 
and actually play themselves out in your life, or how you take the initiative to ex¬ 
press them. Each pie-shaped wedge describes a number of potential physical and 
psychological manifestations, with considerable leeway for many possibilities. 

Houses do not modify the planetary energies as signs do, but are spheres of 
activity, places where the energies appear in your life. A common analogy is to 
speak of planets as actors, signs as their roles, and houses as the stages on which 
they enact their parts. In other words, the planets are the who and what, the signs 
convey the how, and the houses are the where. 

Just as with signs, there are ways of sorting houses. The most important 
groups fall into three categories: angular, succedent, and cadent houses, roughly 
analogous to cardinal, fixed and mutable signs. 

Angular houses (i, 4, 7, 10) are considered to be the most powerful, because their 
energy is most easily expressed into the world in the four defining areas of 
human life: physical presence and appearance (1), home and family (4), relation¬ 
ships with others (especially marriage) (7), and career and public presence (10). 
This reflects the view that the angles, the primary structural framework of the 
horoscope, represent what most significantly characterizes and connects you with 
the greater world. 

Succedent houses (2, 5, 8, n) “succeed” or follow the angular houses and focus, in 
part, on money, resources and practical supports to accomplishments: what you 
own and earn (2), creative talents that translate into marketability (5), how you col¬ 
laborate financially with others (8), and your personal and social networks (n). 

Cadent houses (3, 6, 9, 12) were once thought to be less obvious, even weak. Mod¬ 
ern astrology sees these placements as subtly significant, concerned with thinking 
processes (3), training and development of skills (6), belief systems (9), and men¬ 
tal and spiritual health that importantly support outer expression and success in 
life (12). 

Modern astrologers' evaluation of cadent houses has been strongly modified by 
long-term research carried out by Michel and Franchise Gauquelin in both 



Europe and North America. Their painstaking statistical work with thousands of 
charts revealed that planetary placements in cadent houses, especially if close to 
angles, have an astonishing correlation to chosen careers and career success. 

Here are generally agreed-upon meanings for the twelve houses: 

First House/Ascendant: you and your image 

The first house correlates to the spark of life and the resultant energy released 
into the world; physical birth and your physical body; your appearance, self¬ 
presentation, and mode of encountering the world; your projection of yourself 
into the environment. 

Second House: values and gains from work 

The second house refers to money (earned from a job) and portable possessions; 
your values, dictating how you attract and spend money; and the skills and talents 
that aid you in generating an income. 

Third House: the near world; the “lower mind” 

This sector encompasses the early learning environment and shaping of mental 
patterns, and, consequently, your everyday thinking; your style of communication 
in speaking and writing; early schooling, from pre-school through high school; 
your immediate environment or neighborhood, and relationships with people in 
them; your siblings and your relationships with them; and travel over short dis¬ 
tances or for short periods of time. 

Fourth House/IC: your inner foundation 

The fourth house relates to the collective unconscious, the substratum of human 
consciousness linking us to the human race as a whole; the foundations of life 
that make you feel secure; ancestors and parents (perhaps especially the mother); 
home, property, real estate; and the final phase of life, or old age. 

Fifth House: children, creativity, and personal pleasures 

Besides children, this sector refers to creative efforts and products expressing 
your individuality; hobbies and pleasurable pastimes; recreation and amuse¬ 
ments; dating and socializing not involving a deeper commitment; your romantic 
life; and gambling and risktaking. 

Sixth House: your labor or other people's labor 

This area specifies work, the workplace, and working conditions—a job as op¬ 
posed to a career; employees (fellow employees and your employees); service, 



servitude, and servants (in our time, service provided by cleaners, housekeepers, 
nannies, etc.); health and sickness (especially as physical health relates to emo¬ 
tional and mental health); aspects of hygiene, nutrition, diet, and lifestyle fos¬ 
tering healthy and efficient body functioning; and small animals or pets, likely be¬ 
cause originally cats and dogs performed important functions on farms or in 
factories. 

Seventh House/Descendant: others, marriage and partnership 

Along with marriage or business partners (where legal agreements e»st), this sec¬ 
tor includes open (known) enemies; the type of relationships you attract, the way 
in which you relate to those closest to you, and the way you see them. 

Eighth House: shared resources 

The eighth house refers to money or property held in common with marriage or 
business partners (e.g., mutual funds, pooled money, real estate owned together); 
everything to do with finances and investments: discretionary money (left over 
after financial obligations are met) and its uses; negotiations with banks or other 
lending institutions; taxes and dealings with the government; wills and their con¬ 
tents (creation of trusts, etc.), and inheritances. It also includes death (the relin¬ 
quishing of physical forms in the process of change) and the afterlife; psycho¬ 
logical transformation through internal processing or external work with a ther¬ 
apist; the realm of the unknown or occult; and ritual work. 

Ninth House: the faraway world, the “higher mind” 

This sector describes education (after high school, both college/university and 
post-graduate); dissemination of knowledge through books and other forms of 
publishing; travel over long distances or for long periods of time, and goods 
bought and sold across international boundaries (i.e., importing and exporting); 
religion, philosophy, belief systems, metaphysics; and the law and legal matters. 
Tenth House/Midheaven: your public life 

The tenth house relates to your career, public role and social status, and repu¬ 
tation and prestige in society derived from these; and parent(s) (perhaps espe¬ 
cially the father). 

Eleventh House: friends and community associations 

The eleventh house is a social one, encompassing friends as well as clubs, groups, 
and other social and community organizations you join; plans for your future; 
your hopes, wishes, and dreams; and possibly money earned as a result of career 



efforts, especially if you are self-employed. 

Twelfth House: your hidden self 

The mysterious twelfth house relates to the personal unconscious, what you may 
be unaware of in yourself that could be self-defeating; clandestine relationships 
and secret (unknown) enemies; places of withdrawal in order to heal (e.g., hospi¬ 
tals, asylums); places of isolation due to society's judgment of your faults or weak¬ 
nesses (mental institutions, prisons, workhouses); places of withdrawal or retreat 
in order to cultivate experiences of connection to the greater whole or the divine 
(e.g., convents, monasteries); and large animals. 

Notice that houses operate across the zodiac, as polarities. For instance, the sec¬ 
ond house is your money, while the eighth house, its opposite, is other people's 
money. 

Houses can also be clustered together to reflect personal, social, and universal 
concerns. In houses i to 4, you ask “Who am I?” “What do I want and need?” 
“What do I think about things?” In houses 5 to 8, you question “How do I fit in to 
the working world?” “How do I create bonds with others?” “How do I make the 
most of what I have?” In houses 9 to 12, the issues are broader and more exis¬ 
tential: “What do I believe?” “What is the role I am to play in this world?” “Where 
am I ultimately going?” 



The Evolution of House Systems: A Historical Perspective 

Today we have a number of house systems from which to choose, some of which 
are briefly discussed below. Among these are Equal House, Porphyry, Campanus, 
Regiomontanus, Placidus, and Morinus. 

I recommend adopting one house system while you are learning, and experi¬ 
menting with others later. I personally use Placidus, but switch to Equal House 
for births in more northerly latitudes. The Placidus house system is still the most 
popular worldwide; using it harmonizes your work with other astrologers. 

What follows is a brief description of the historical development of some house 
systems. If you do not immediately comprehend this, do not be concerned. If it 
seems too technical, you can simply skim it or skip over it. An understanding of 
the astronomy and mathematics involved can be absorbed over time. 

Since a horoscope attempts the impossible (capturing threedimensional space 
on a two-dimensional piece of paper), no system is perfect. Each involves choices 
about how to divide the space between the Ascendant and the MC. For a clear and 
thorough explanation and evaluation of house systems, see The Elements of House 
Division by Ralph William Holden. For a comprehensive overall examination of 
the relevant astronomy, consult The Astrologer's Astronomical Handbook by Jeff 
Mayo. 

Equal House: What began to bother astrologers using the Equal House system is 
that, while it divides space neatly into twelve equal parts like the segments of an 
orange, the Midheaven is not the same degree of the zodiac as the tenth house's 
starting point or “cusp.” In fact, it may not be inside the tenth house at all. The 
Ascendant- Descendant and Midheaven-IC axes are rarely precisely ninety de¬ 
grees from each other in the Equal House system. 

Porphyry: As far as we know, in the third century c.E., Porphyry, writing in a 
commentary on Ptolemy's work, first suggested using the Ascendant, Descen¬ 
dant, Midheaven, and IC as the cusps of the first, seventh, tenth, and fourth 
houses. This was consistent with centuries of tradition stressing the importance 
of these major axes. He divided the degrees between these points equally to create 
the intermediate house cusps. 

Astrology reached a low ebb in Europe during the next few centuries, now 
known as the Dark Ages. During this period, the center of intellectual activity 
shifted to the Middle East. Further attempts to address the disjunction between 



houses and angles were not made until the inauguration of the 12th-century Re¬ 
naissance, when blended classical-Arabic knowledge (which included astrology) 
was reintroduced to Spain. 

Campanus: The 12th-century Renaissance, which disseminated mathematical 
and trigonometric knowledge from Arabic sources as a result of the Muslim con¬ 
quest of Spain, stimulated further exploration of different astrological house sys¬ 
tems. Johannes Campanus, an accomplished mathematician and Chaplain to 
Pope Urban IV in the 13th century, built on Porphyry's use of the Midheaven and 
IC as cusps of the tenth and fourth houses, but changed the reference point for 
calculation of the intermediate house cusps to the prime vertical, creating a space- 
based system. 

The prime vertical is the vertical circle that passes through the zenith and nadir 
(points directly overhead and underneath the observer at a particular place on the 
Earth's surface) and the east and west points of the horizon. Campanus wanted to 
create houses of equal volume, all related strictly to the Earth's daily rotation and 
not to the Sun's movement along the ecliptic. So Campanus houses trisect each of 
the quadrants of the prime vertical. With this change, the door was truly opened 
to tinkering with Ptolemaic tradition. 

Regiomontanus: In the 15th century, a professor of astronomy in Vienna named 
Johannes Muller, but better known as Regiomontanus, took Campanus' work one 
step further. A translator of Ptolemy's Almagest, Regiomontanus published books 
on mathematics and some of the earliest printed ephemerides. He suggested that 
house construction be made completely consistent with Earth's daily rotation. To 
do this, he used the celestial equator (and not the prime vertical) as the reference 
point for creating house cusps, by trisecting the quadrants of the celestial equator. 
Morinus: A doctor of medicine and professor of mathematics at the University of 
Paris in the 17th century, Morinus was so respected as an astrologer that he was 
retained by the powerful Cardinal Richelieu. Morinus followed Regiomontanus 
in using the celestial equator as the great circle on which to base twelve equal 
houses. Abandoning any reference at all to the ecliptic, Morinus' houses have the 
advantage of not varying with latitude. However, since neither the MC nor Ascen¬ 
dant is a house cusp and the system does not reference the ecliptic at all, Mor¬ 
inus' system has few followers. 

Placidus: Later in the 17th century, a monk and professor of mathematics at the 



University of Padua named Placidus de Tito proposed discarding previous meth¬ 
ods of house creation and substituting a method derived from the motion of the 
rising degree through the ecliptic during the full 24-hour day (a time-based sys¬ 
tem). This may go back to a much earlier method proposed by the Arabic as¬ 
trologer Alchabitus in the 12th century. 

The elaboration did not stop there. In the centuries following, other approaches 
were put forward, some just variations on ones already proposed. All of these fall 
into three categories: eclipticbased, space-based, or timed-based methods. Debate 
about which system to use has carried into our times, with Placidus' method pop¬ 
ular in North America because central figures in the revival of astrology in the 
19th century used tables of Placidus houses. 

All of these discoveries have produced a dilemma for modern students of as¬ 
trology. With so many house systems or variants to practical astrology consider, 
which should you use? Ideally, that decision should be based on some under¬ 
standing of mathematics and astronomy, but many students of astrology adopt 
their teacher's house system without grasping why they are using it. Some sys¬ 
tems are thought to be especially suited to certain subdivisions of astrology: 
Placidus for psychological analysis, for example. 

Many of the house systems create more and more distorted charts the farther 
north you go on the planet, creating some houses bizarrely small and others 
huge. For that reason, astrologers living or working in the far north or casting 
charts for people born in northerly latitudes like England and Scandinavia tend to 
retain the Equal House system. 

Ebertin: With so much difference of opinion and practice, why use houses at all? 
The Ebertin school of astrology, developed in Germany in the 20th century, dis¬ 
pensed with houses altogether, preferring to focus on planets in the signs, aspects 
between planets, angles of the chart, and midpoint combinations of two or more 
planetary factors. But what is lost with this method is the principal reason for 
using houses: seeing how the more universal energies of the planets, colored by 
their sign placements, actually manifest in specific ways in our lives. 

I recommend you examine your own chart, as well as charts of famous people, 
to see how interpretations using other house systems match what you know of 
yourself and what you observe in others' public lives. Different house systems 
may place some planets in different houses, altering their possible expression in 



your life. Bear in mind, though, that some astrologers consider a planet within a 
few degrees of the next house cusp to have some influence in that area as well. 

Computers now make it possible to calculate your own horoscope in every 
known house system in a matter of minutes—a task that would have taken many 
tedious days before the 1980s. After experimenting, you can decide which system 
is most insightful for you. 

Each house system is a chosen lens on reality, and each can contribute insights 
into the soul's appearance in time. All house systems are ultimately imperfect ef¬ 
forts to squeeze the greater into the lesser. That implies that no single house sys¬ 
tem gives you the full story; each gives a partial picture of the mystery of incar¬ 
nation. 



Interception 

All house systems (except Equal House, of course) generate charts with different¬ 
sized houses, some greater and some smaller. Bigger houses may indicate areas 
of life that have greater importance and relevance to you. Some house systems 
create house divisions so large (more than thirty degrees) that a single house can 
contain an entire sign—i.e., one whose boundaries do not touch either that 
house's cusp or the next one. This phenomenon is called “interception.” Such an 
extra-large house actually contains three signs: the sign on the cusp of that house, 
the intercepted sign contained within it, and the beginning of the next sign that is 
also on the cusp of the next house. In that case, all three signs play a part in the 
affairs of that house, creating complexity of interpretation. (To see an example of 
an intercepted sign, look ahead to Oprah Winfrey's chart in Part II. Notice that 
the sign Capricorn is contained within the first house, and that the sign Cancer is 
wholly contained within the seventh house.) 

Astrologers generally believe that the qualities of the intercepted sign are more 
difficult to access. If there are planets in that sign, they may express themselves 
only after significant activation or later in life. You may also have to work harder 
to extract their potentials, and rely on yourself rather than others to accomplish 
your success. 



Planets in the Twelve Houses 

The astrological tradition about houses provides an important way of focusing 
planetary energies into differentiated spheres of life, and making more precise 
determinations about individual psychology and potential events. Now we can 
blend the meanings associated with each planet with its house placement, the 
next step in a more integrated interpretation. 



The Sun in the Houses 

One of the most important placements in the horoscope is the Sun's house posi¬ 
tion, which can highlight one's main life purpose. The Sun may express itself as 
follows: 

Sun in the First House: a strong need to focus on yourself and your own devel¬ 
opment and then to express your personality confidently to the world. This posi¬ 
tion can foster a forceful drive to project yourself into the environment so that 
others experience you as a strong and dominant presence. 

Watch for: attention getting; relating everything to yourself; overwhelming others. 
Sun in the Second House: a motivation to use your skills and talents to generate 
income and attract possessions that create long-term material and psychological 
security. Clarifying values and attitudes can motivate you to develop abilities that 
increase your desirability in the marketplace, and so increase your salary. 

Watch for: over-attachment to tangible assets (like Charles Dickens' Scrooge) lead¬ 
ing to greed or hoarding that narrows your life focus. 

Sun in the Third House: a need to develop the everyday mind so that through 
reading, study, or absorbing information about daily events, you can commu¬ 
nicate easily with others in the immediate environment. You may be a “con¬ 
nector,” providing information to others (as a teacher) or literally transporting 
goods (as a messenger). 

Watch for: overvaluing information that has only temporary use (fads and fan¬ 
cies); fixating on continually adapting to changing circumstances so that the ner¬ 
vous system is constantly stressed. 

Sun in the Fourth House: a need to establish an emotionally secure foundation in 
life, either through clearing up early childhood or parental issues on a psycho¬ 
logical level or probing the deeper collective unconscious through working with 
images. Establishing a physical home and putting down roots is deeply fulfilling. 
Watch for: over-attachment to family, tribe, or physical home to the point where 
you are afraid to leave it or cannot see others' perspectives; being held back by the 
past. 

Sun in the Fifth House: a drive to express yourself confidently and spontaneously 
through creation and/or procreation, beginning with experiencing the joy of play 
in childhood and leading to an ability to take pleasure in hobbies and games later 
in life, especially the game of love and romance. 



Watch for: treating life as a game so you take nothing seriously and are unable to 
make adult commitments; being undependable; continually seeking an audience 
to applaud your creative efforts. 

Sun in the Sixth House: a desire to integrate yourself usefully into the workplace 
(in other words, find a job), to serve practically and efficiently. There is also a 
need to monitor your body so that all its organs and functions collaborate to create 
optimum health, supporting your ability to go to work every day. 

Watch for: being a workaholic; having your innately self-sacrificing nature ex¬ 
ploited; putting yourself under pressure to perform perfectly or have perfect 
health; being a hypochondriac. 

Sun in the Seventh House: a need to link yourself with another in marriage or 
partnership to feel fulfilled. There is a need to form bonds that complement you 
and express a healthy balance between what Martin Buber described as “I” and 
“Thou.” 

Watch for: over-dependency on a partner; immersion in a relationship to the point 
of diminishing yourself; getting into inappropriate relationships through inse¬ 
curity or fear of being alone. 

Sun in the Eighth House: collaboration with others to maximize investments, and 
then developing within yourself a talent for accumulating wealth and gaining 
influence. This empowerment can be facilitated by exploring psychological states 
to release energy and regenerate yourself or others, or probing numinous or 
taboo areas of life (sex, magic, birth, and death) to release energy. 

Watch for: manipulation or exploitation of others (or by others of you); accruing 
wealth at others' expense; repressing emotion leading to warped psychological 
states or odd behavior. 

Sun in the Ninth House: a need to broaden your understanding through educa¬ 
tion or travel, or expand into a wider global or historical environment in order to 
discover life's deepest meaning. This may involve study of religious or philo¬ 
sophical traditions, working with foreigners or living in foreign countries, or 
passing on established traditions that encapsulate the wisdom of centuries. 

Watch for: being superficial due to lack of disciplined study; thinking your truth is 
good for everybody; adhering to dogma formulated by others due to your laziness 
or insecurity. 

Sun in the Tenth House: a desire to be a success (however you define that) in the 



eyes of the world. Usually “success” means being a recognized leader or authority 
in your field, and gaining the prestige or “perks” that come from reaching the 
top. Achievements are secured by determining goals, being ambitious, and work¬ 
ing hard to attain a social position. 

Watch for: over-focus on career to the detriment of personal or family life with a 
resultant unemotional one-sidedness; being bound by your role or your ego; 
being authoritarian or corrupted by having influence or rank. 

Sun in the Eleventh House: joining with friends, groups, or community organi¬ 
zations that allow self-expression and yet satisfy your need to connect and coop¬ 
erate with others to accomplish altruistic goals of improving life for some seg¬ 
ment of society. The need here is to make an impact on the community or cul¬ 
ture, possibly through your vision of a better future. 

Watch for: over-identification with the group; neglecting one-on-one intimacy; 
being overly influenced by friends' ideals or opinions. 

Sun in the Twelfth House: a demand to cultivate a rewarding inner life in prac¬ 
ticing meditation and following spiritual paths that connect you to the divine 
through mystical and transcendant experiences. Periods of withdrawal catalyze 
this, during which you maybe challenged to confront humanity's essential alone- 
ness. You may also need to be of spiritual service (perhaps as a counselor or per¬ 
son who prays for others, or who directs healing energy to others) in subtle, 
unobtrusive ways. 

Watch for: over-isolating yourself; feeling limited or victimized by fate or your 
own hidden weaknesses; escapism through drugs or alcohol. 



The Moon in the Houses 

The Moon's house placement shows the emotional focus of the chart, the place 
where you hope to find emotional satisfaction and security. This can highlight 
areas you feel most deeply about and also where you have the greatest emotional 
need. Here, you are most sensitive and receptive, as well as emotionally expres¬ 
sive. The Moon may express itself as follows: 

Moon in the First House: heightened sensitivity to the environment, especially 
others' energetic expression and feeling states. Your emotional responses to 
places and people can be strong, but very changeable. You can easily project pro¬ 
tective and maternal feelings to others around you. 

Watch for: over-impressionability or being too easily influenced by others; mood¬ 
iness; being easily distracted. 

Moon in the Second House: an especially strong need to examine values and find 
security through money and material possessions. Emotions can influence your 
ability to earn money, and your financial situation can fluctuate. Attitudes to 
money can evolve over time. 

Watch for: excessive attachment to money and personal possessions; substituting 
them for personal relationships. 

Moon in the Third House: thoughts are highly influenced by feelings so that they 
change rapidly, leading to an ability to free-associate, or to a talent for poetic or 
descriptive speaking or writing. As a result, you can be verbally fluent and very 
talkative in a stream-ofconsciousness way. You may enjoy talking about feelings, 
and may be a good mimic of others' bodies and voices. 

Watch for: intellectualizing emotions; being unclear about ideas or having super¬ 
ficial opinions due to their changeability. 

Moon in the Fourth House: a strong emotional attachment to mother, family, 
home, and roots. The need to secure roots and establish a home base can be frus¬ 
trated by a continually evolving internal picture of the ideal home, and so the 
physical home can be difficult to stabilize or constantly change. You may have a 
natural attunement to an inner world of images, and so be mediumistic. 

Watch for: dependency on an external home to provide an emotional anchor in¬ 
stead of developing solid inner security; unhealthy enmeshment with family. 

Moon in the Fifth House: emotions are the spur to your creativity. You may want 
children very much, though there may be issues around fertility. You may easily 



connect emotionally to children, whether your own or others' (which can make 
you a born teacher or caretaker of young children). Romantic involvements are at¬ 
tractive, but extremely changeable. 

Watch for: taking excessive risks in gambling with life or love affairs; being disin¬ 
clined to make commitments and fickle in romance. 

Moon in the Sixth House: emotional attachments to the workplace and your fel¬ 
low employees. You may be especially capable of giving caring service to the pub¬ 
lic. You may need variety at work, and adapt easily to changing work conditions. 
Emotions strongly influence health. 

Watch for: investing work with emotional energy that should also find outlets in 
family and relationship life; being unable to stick to a job; having emotional stress 
create real or psychosomatic conditions. 

Moon in the Seventh House: strong emotional need for and involvement with a 
partner, starting even when you are very young. You may attract a partner who is 
sensitive and deeply feeling, and you can adjust quickly to your partner's emo¬ 
tional states. You may also be maternal or childlike in a relationship. 

Watch for: over-adapting to your partner; staying in a relationship for security rea¬ 
sons; wanting a relationship, but being unable to respond deeply emotionally. 

Moon in the Eighth House: an instinctive awareness of others' inner feelings or 
secrets that may make you an effective therapist or counselor. You may have pow¬ 
erful emotional and sexual drives, and these strongly influence your psychological 
(or even physical) health. Strong intuitions may influence investment decisions. 
Watch for: repressed feelings creating emotional or mental blocks or distortions in 
attitudes or behaviors; confusion in making clear decisions about finances; ability 
to tune into others, tempting one to take advantage of them. 

Moon in the Ninth House: strong emotional attachments to foreign places and 
people. An emotional need for freedom can express itself through a love of travel 
and adventures. Emotional security comes from identification with a religious be¬ 
lief system or educational institution. You may especially enjoy studying and 
learning. 

Watch for: restlessness that prevents you from settling anywhere or making up 
your mind about your beliefs; having a superficial approach to deeper truths. 

Moon in the Tenth House: great satisfaction from emotional commitment to a ca¬ 
reer and from career achievements. Your career may be of a caretaking type, 



where you can express nurturance and caring. It may go through changes, as you 
go in and out of favor with bosses or authority figures. You may have a special tal¬ 
ent for sensing the "public pulse,” so you may be good at spotting trends. 

Watch for: vacillating or being uncertain about your career; losing touch with your 
personal life and genuine feelings due to overidentification with your public role. 
Moon in the Eleventh House: strong attachment to friends or communal groups. 
You likely enjoy socializing with a constantly changing group of associates, and 
you can adapt easily to new people. You may have a special interest in helping 
women and children. 

Watch for: being unable to stay focused on goals or committed to projects, or sus¬ 
tain involvements with groups over time; being friendly but only superficially 
connected to friends. 

Moon in the Twelfth House: a deep need for seclusion in order to recharge emo¬ 
tional batteries and recover psychic balance due to resonance to people and 
places. You may be able to tune into others' emotional states psychically, and thus 
be a good spiritual counselor. Emotional satisfaction may come from spiritual ex¬ 
periences or compassionate service for the highest and greatest good. 

Watch for: being confused about your own feelings due to emotional interference 
from others; having difficulty getting in touch with your own feelings and erro¬ 
neously thinking you have transcended feelings altogether. 



Mercury in the Houses 

Mercury's house placement shows the intellectual focus of the chart: where your 
thinking may be focused and where your intellectual energy may be directed. It 
may also color the way your mind works. Mercury may express itself as follows: 
Mercury in the First House: a strongly rational way of interacting with the imme¬ 
diate environment. You may be a high-strung person with an active nervous sys¬ 
tem, quick to respond to changes around you and clever and fluent in self¬ 
presentation. 

Watch for: being restless and constantly on the go, with a tendency to be talkative 
or perhaps have nervous habits or tics. 

Mercury in the Second House: thoughts focused on determining values and 
accruing money and other possessions. You may use mental talents to earn a liv¬ 
ing and may be clever and resourceful in finding ways to increase your income. 

Watch for: taking short cuts or using questionable tactics to make gains; talking 
and thinking about material things while missing their real value or use. 

Mercury in the Third House: increased mental activity, with a busy and highly 
curious mind. You may be articulate and capable of quick or witty repartee, or 
take delight in dialogue or debate, and so be attracted to professions related to 
sales, teaching, or travel. 

Watch for: being superficial or a dilettante about study or education; arriving at 
ideas without careful thought; valuing fluency over content; delighting in intel¬ 
lectual superiority or overwhelming others with a constant stream of verbiage. 
Mercury in the Fourth House: strong intellectual interests in the past, family his¬ 
tory, and geneology. You may have a good library in your home or enjoy mental 
or physical comings and goings from home base. Emotions may color thought 
processes. One gift of this placement may be a good memory. 

Watch for: being stuck in conventional or old-fashioned thinking if thought pat¬ 
terns are too influenced by parents or the past, since ideas transmitted by earlier 
generations may be outdated; frequent changes of residence. 

Mercury in the Fifth House: mental and verbal creativity expressed in dramatic 
and spontaneous ways, like improvization or storytelling. You may love intel¬ 
lectual fun and games (practical jokes, crossword puzzles, sudoku, bridge), and be 
a gifted mimic of others' words or actions. 

Watch for: wanting to show off your intellectual knowledge or creative ideas; being 



a good seducer or con artist; being naive in thinking. 

Mercury in the Sixth House: lively comunication in the workplace, possibly 
through contributing helpful and practical suggestions for greater productivity or 
efficiency. You may have a flexible, analytical mind gifted in making intelligent 
decisions and capable of handling details. 

Watch for: over-stimulation of the brain and nervous system creating health prob¬ 
lems, particularly in an uncongenial work environment; tendencies to worry or be 
a perfectionist, which could make you dissatisfied with yourself and your work. 
Mercury in the Seventh House: a need for mental rapport with partners and 
ongoing communication in important relationships. You may be attracted to a 
bright or witty partner or someone who is constantly changing. You may have a 
natural ability to connect with others, and a great curiosity about relationship 
dynamics. 

Watch for: being unreliable in commitments or attracting a partner who is hard to 
pin down; being reluctant to reveal your true opinions, either because you are 
overly adaptable or overly influenced by your partner's ideas. 

Mercury in the Eighth House: active discussion of profound or complex topics 
like finances and investments, psychological strategies, or esoteric and occult 
studies. The mind is deepened and capable of indepth probing and research 
(which could make you a talented detective, spy, or gossip columnist). Your words 
may have a persuasive power (as in advertising, propaganda, rituals, or magic), 
and you can forcefully influence others. 

Watch for: not telling what you know, but enjoying getting others to reveal their 
thoughts and secrets; using your knowledge or mental powers to manipulate and 
take advantage of others; plotting and scheming. 

Mercury in the Ninth House: great curiosity and mental interest in religion, 
philosophy, metaphysics, education, and foreign languages and cultures. You 
may be driven to learn constantly and love to travel to engage new experiences. 
You may enjoy making profound truths comprehensible and accessible to people. 
Watch for: over-simplifying or trivializing deeper truths through laziness or the 
opportunity to “sell” them; restlessness preventing you from staying long enough 
in one place to enjoy it; being content with a superficial understanding of a 
weighty topic. 

Mercury in the Tenth House: choice of an occupation that demands good 



speaking or writing skills. You may need a career that offers variety and intel¬ 
lectual challenges, with opportunities to develop your skills and talents. 

Watch for: continual changes in jobs or career because of boredom; relying on 
superficial brilliance to make a positive impression in your profession. 

Mercury in the Eleventh House: enjoying lively dialogues with friends who share 
similar intellectual interests. You may be sociable and make friends easily, pos¬ 
sessing the ability to talk comfortably with anyone. 

Watch for: using friendships to your advantage; having intellectual exchange 
dominate over emotional connectedness; changing friends frequently. 

Mercury in the Twelfth House: thinking may be colored by the unconscious, lead¬ 
ing to intuitive thinking or easier communication through images, symbols, and 
metaphors. You may have strong intellectual interests in spirituality, mysticism, 
or art. You can use the mind as a springboard to spiritual experience (as in raja 
yoga). 

Watch for: unclear or unrealistic thinking; being disinclined to talk at all (though 
you can be articulate when dealing with people in need or in crisis). 



Venus in the Houses 

The house position of Venus reveals areas of life that you especially enjoy and 
take pleasure in exploring. Here you may have artistic talent that can be used to 
generate wealth. The house placement also shows how and where you attract oth¬ 
ers, make friends, and find possible partners. Venus may express itself as follows: 
Venus in the First House: an enhanced ability to project a charming and friendly 
personality that easily draws and impresses others. You may have a particularly 
alluring appearance and be fashionable and well groomed. The gift of “likability” 
may make you popular. 

Watch for: using an awareness of your effect on others to advantage; being lazy 
and vain; relying on superficial appearance and not developing depth of char¬ 
acter. 

Venus in the Second House: a strong love of money and material things, which 
you may easily attract to enhance feelings of security. You may earn money 
through the arts, since you may have good taste and an instinct for an item's true 
value. 

Watch for: overspending on luxuries (art, jewelry, clothing); being too focused on 
gratifying material and sensual needs; expecting that “money can buy love.” 

Venus in the Third House: the gift of “charming speech,” giving thoughts and 
words a graceful expression so you can easily persuade or entertain others. You 
may be able to use language diplomatically to soften disagreements. Communi¬ 
cation may be fluent, and you may love playing with language. 

Watch for: using words to flatter or seduce; playing mental games; being shallow 
or insincere in speech. 

Venus in the Fourth House: a great love of home, family, and roots. You need a 
pleasant home that has a friendly and harmonious atmosphere where you can ex¬ 
press yourself artistically. Family members may be your best friends. 

Watch for: being too attached to parents, to the ancestral home, or the area in 
which you live; needing “peace at any price” at home. 

Venus in the Fifth House: great energy for socializing and romance, drawing 
partners easily by making a good impression through an attractive appearance. A 
high level of artistic talent and creativity is likely. You may take great pleasure 
from having children, or having warm and comfortable relationships with chil¬ 
dren in general. 



Watch for: being the flirt who is superficial in love; loving to be “in love with 
love.” 

Venus in the Sixth House: loving your work (and possibly even finding love in 
the workplace) and being successful at work due to your charm, friendliness, and 
cooperative attitude. You may bring an artistic flair to the work situation, or work 
in a field related to the arts. 

Watch for: socializing that distracts from accomplishing work goals; having health 
affected by a disharmonious working environment. 

Venus in the Seventh House: an especially happy partnership or marriage. You 
may draw very attractive people to you or prefer to connect with those who are 
friendly and fashionable. You likely have considerable social skills that harmonize 
you with another or others. 

Watch for: depending on others for approval; wanting relationships to be easy and 
not having to work on them; taking advantage of a partner for material benefi ts. 
Venus in the Eighth House: a need for intense relationships with emotional 
depth and sexual passion. You may enjoy using your abilities, contacts, and re¬ 
sources to increase wealth, so that your financial situation increases steadily over 
time from good advice, “hot tips,” or inheritances. Art may be used to explore for¬ 
bidden areas, and you may be attracted to the taboo and perverse. 

Watch for: being seductive, calculating, and manipulative in order to make gains; 
seeing love as a business; exploiting the power you have over a partner. 

Venus in the Ninth House: a love of learning or religious studies, being especially 
responsive to encouraging teachers or beautiful art in places of worship. Love and 
compassion may be your essential religious values. You may enjoy traveling to 
pleasant places where you can make friends, find business opportunities, or even 
a marriage partner. 

Watch for: socializing at your place of worship instead of seeking deeper truths; 
being lazy about studies or explorations and so adopting others' ideas or dogmas 
as your own; being a dilettante. 

Venus in the Tenth House: a love of work and appreciation of pleasant and pre¬ 
sentable associates. You may have a creative flair in your career, or pursue a ca¬ 
reer in the arts, or be motivated to bring beauty into the world. Sociability and 
popularity can positively impress others, bestowing a fine reputation and finan¬ 
cial gain. 



Watch for: using your charm in a calculating way to get ahead; oversocializing in 
the workplace; losing authority by making everyone you work with a friend. 

Venus in the Eleventh House: an outstanding ability to make and keep many 
friends, and taking great pleasure in being in social groups to which you can 
bring a special harmony and grace. You may be drawn to community organi¬ 
zations with artistic or cultural leanings, or associations that seek to put compas¬ 
sion into action. 

Watch for: being a pleaser or flatterer in order to retain friendships; spreading 
yourself thin in many superficial friendships or group affiliations. 

Venus in the Twelfth House: aspiring to offer compassionate or charitable service 
unselfishly through love of the divine (as in bhakti yoga). You may cultivate artis¬ 
tic inspiration by attuning to a transcendent dimension where creative ideas orig¬ 
inate and entities like the ancient Greek Muses are thought to exist. You may de¬ 
sire a soulbased love, or identify your partner as the Divine Beloved so that your 
relationship has a spiritual dimension. 

Watch for: keeping relationships secret or engaging in clandestine involvements; 
substituting a fantasy love for real engagement with a human partner; being 
disinclined to socialize. 



Mars in the Houses 

Mars' house placement targets areas in your life where your personal energy 
finds an outlet, where you assert yourself, or may even be aggressive. Here there 
is abundant energy for action. Here you may take a stand or fight on behalf of the 
affairs of that house. Mars may express itself as follows: 

Mars in the First House: a strongly assertive and forthright personality with 
masculine overtones. You easily go after what you want. You may have potential 
to be a leader, with a warrior-like fearlessness and determination. 

Watch for: intimidating and dominating others; always putting your own de¬ 
mands first; constantly getting into trouble through impulsive actions. 

Mars in the Second House: energetic pursuit of what you want materially. You 
may work consistently over a long time to establish material security. Money may 
come through active physical work. 

Watch for: having as much energy for spending as for earning; fighting over re¬ 
sources; gambling or taking other impulsive financial risks. 

Mars in the Third House: constant mental activity leading to quick responses in 
mind and body, with fast reflexes and manual dexterity. You may courageously 
defend your ideas by challenging others to debate and can speak authoritatively 
and commandingly. You may make a good critic, satirist, or sarcastic wit. 

Watch for: nervous exhaustion; being argumentative and tactless; restless energy 
leading to compulsive movements or short jaunts. 

Mars in the Fourth House: being busy in the home, using much energy to clean, 
renovate, exercise in a home gym, or pursue homeimprovement projects. There is 
great energy for competitive activities like sports with the family. You are capable 
of staunchly defending home territory. 

Watch for: dominating the home environment; suppressing anger at family mem¬ 
bers, so that you seethe instead of engage in honest confrontation or move out. 

Mars in the Fifth House: active engagement in romantic conquests, and being 
highly sensual and sexual in romantic affairs. You may enthusiastically enjoy life, 
excel at competitive games and sports, and eagerly participate in creative activ¬ 
ities. 

Watch for: conflict or upsets in affairs of the heart; losses through gambling in 
love and life; creative efforts turning others off by displays of ego. 

Mars in the Sixth House: being hardworking, decisive, and ambitious on the job, 



where you may be stimulated by a friendly spirit of rivalry with coworkers. You 
are impelled to be the best or do the best job possible. You can take action in 
order to sustain or improve good health. 

Watch for: inconsideration or lack of cooperation leading to conflict with cowork¬ 
ers or bosses; being impatient with or tyrannizing subordinates; letting unre¬ 
solved anger affect health. 

Mars in the Seventh House: investing yourself energetically in relationships or 
partnerships. You may be active socially or physically with others, as in compe¬ 
titions or sports. You may be assertive with your partner or gravitate to strong 
personalities. 

Watch for: struggling for dominance in a relationship instead of finding a work¬ 
able balance; offending others through aggressive stances or lack of adaptability. 

Mars in the Eighth House: exerting tremendous energy to accumulate resources 
through investments involving you in business and finance. You may be highy 
sexed and want to explore all aspects of sexuality or use sexual energy for transfor¬ 
mation, as in tantric practices. You may investigate magic or the occult, or probe 
the mysteries of life and death. 

Watch for: taking dangerous personal and financial risks; allowing personal re¬ 
sentments to tempt you to undermine or manipulate others. 

Mars in the Ninth House: fervent religious feelings and passionate attachments 
to religions, philosophies, and ideals that you can courageously and forcefully de¬ 
fend. There is much mental activity, and you may be passionate about learning, 
especially related to foreign or bygone languages and cultures. A restless need for 
exploration leads to travel and adventures in distant places. 

Watch for: offending others by challenging their belief systems; being a fanatic, 
intolerant know-it-all; browbeating others by threatening them with punishment 
by an avenging God. 

Mars in the Tenth House: enormous energy exerted to climb the professional lad¬ 
der and establish a social position. Ambition and a drive for success may impel 
you to operate autonomously within a division of a company or to be indepen¬ 
dently self-employed. 

Watch for: making enemies by being overly competitive, power hungry, or over¬ 
bearing with professional colleagues; disregarding the rules because you think 
you are above them. 



Mars in the Eleventh House: being active with many friends, for whom you can 
strongly advocate. You may be passionate about helping to correct social injus¬ 
tices through cooperative ventures that may be political or sports-related. A nat¬ 
ural crusader, you may spearhead group efforts to improve the community. 

Watch for: conflict with friends due to your inability to agree with group goals; in¬ 
sisting that your personal goals be adopted by others; squandering energy in 
excessive socializing or organizational commitments. 

Mars in the Twelfth House: by dedicating personal energy to higher purposes or 
using personal energy in spiritually infused activities like martial arts. You may 
be successful through working behind the scenes, and can be a gifted strategist. 
You may champion the underdog or defend the defenseless. 

Watch for: suppressing energy so that you cannot advocate for yourself due to fear 
of repercussions or retaliation; bottling up anger; repressing sexuality; engaging 
in self-defeating behavior so that you are your own worst enemy. 



Jupiter in the Houses 

Jupiter's house placement points to potential areas of growth and expansion, and 
areas where you may gain wisdom during your life. You may be lucky here, espe¬ 
cially materially. This may be due to a positive and optimistic attitude that encour¬ 
ages situations to resolve in your favor. Religious or philosophical principles find 
outlets here. The house position can also pinpoint areas where you may be lazy or 
overconfident. Jupiter expresses itself as follows: 

Jupiter in the First House: a cheerful and outgoing energy, creating a positive im¬ 
pression on others, who are disposed to aid you. With a naturally happy temper¬ 
ament and an enthusiasm for life, you can make others around you feel better. 

You can present a wealthy and benevolent appearance. Buoyant energy protects 
health. 

Watch for: assuming everything will go your way without much effort; being self- 
indulgent and lazy; feeling entitled or “lording it” over others. 

Jupiter in the Second House: wealth and prosperity, or at least the feeling that 
you are richly blessed. You may also be generous and share your good fortune 
with others. Having a philanthropic nature motivates you to use your wealth to 
improve others' lives because you trust that your income will continue to flow. 

Watch for: spending beyond your means; taking financial risks due to foolish 
overconfidence; expecting to be paid despite a disinclination to work. 

Jupiter in the Third House: expanding your everyday mind to try and grasp 
broader concepts and a larger vision. You may be able to learn easily or have sup¬ 
portive teachers so that you benefit from education. You may also have positive 
experiences with siblings, relatives, or neighbors. 

Watch for: having a restless and overactive mind, talking excessively and not lis¬ 
tening to others; being unable to translate grand ideas into workable solutions; 
presuming that your opinions are always right. 

Jupiter in the Fourth House: luck or good fortune through the status or wealth of 
parents who can provide a large and comfortable childhood home along with 
other benefits. Later, you may desire a spacious and elegantly decorated home 
yourself. You may have luck with real estate, even owning more than one prop¬ 
erty. 

Watch for: feeling superior due to family reputation or wealth; moving often due 
to feeling restless and dissatisfied with home. 



Jupiter in the Fifth House: an exuberant love of romantic adventures that may 
teach you much. This placement brings a confident and inexhaustible creativity 
as well as luck in taking chances. You may benefit from children, with whom you 
have a warm and affectionate relationship. 

Watch for: dissipating energy as a Don Juan or “Donna Juanette”; excessive gam¬ 
bling or risk-taking; spreading yourself too thin in fun activities. 

Jupiter in the Sixth House: a positive attitude in the workplace that uplifts 
coworkers and enlists their cooperation. You enjoy a comfortable and spacious 
working environment where you may be liberally rewarded materially. This posi¬ 
tion also protects health. 

Watch for: over-indulgence in food and drink that brings health problems, espe¬ 
cially with the liver; being overly sociable or gregarious on the job, encouraging 
inefficiency; ignoring details or skipping the harder aspects of your job. 

Jupiter in the Seventh House: attracting wealthy or influential partners who may 
be good-natured and generous. You can gain materially through associations with 
others. Your natural friendliness can bring many associations. 

Watch for: expecting your partner to give you status or take care of you without 
your reciprocating; expecting relationships to be easy and so neglecting your re¬ 
sponsibilities. 

Jupiter in the Eighth House: savvy in creating wealth from fortunate investments 
because of “hot tips” or your own intuition. Benefits come through others, 
through gifts or inheritances. You can overcome psychological difficulties or be 
helpful and supportive to others in crisis. You may seek wisdom through esoteric 
knowledge. 

Watch for: excessive sexual involvements; financial risk-taking due to overcon¬ 
fidence leading to losses. 

Jupiter in the Ninth House: a naturally philosophical and religious temperament, 
with great faith in a beneficent Universe. A broad and tolerant vision makes you a 
wise counselor or religious advisor. Both education and travel can be enjoyable, as 
they provide experiences through which you gain insights. 

Watch for: exaggerated or extreme views; arrogant presumption of the superiority 
of your views; restlessness leading to constant travel; being the eternal student 
who never graduates. 

Jupiter in the Tenth House: success in career through abundant opportunities, 



and through gaining the respect of others through wise and benevolent lead¬ 
ership. You may be a visionary who promotes tolerance and understanding, and 
inspires others. 

Watch for: having an exaggerated belief in your abilities or your role in the world; 
expecting attainment to be easy and so disdaining hard work; presuming others 
will sponsor, mentor, or follow you once you have achieved status. 

Jupiter in the Eleventh House: a sociable and gregarious nature enjoying a wide 
circle of friends. You may share a philosophical or religious vision with friends or 
fellow group members who cooperate with you to improve some aspect of society. 
Friends can be especially generous or emotionally and materially supportive. 

Watch for: wasting time and energy in the social scene; being foolishly confident 
about the future and doing nothing practical to realize your goals; misconstruing 
acquaintances as friends. 

Jupiter in the Twelfth House: great faith in the spiritual dimension; in fact, you 
seem to have a guardian angel protecting you from the worst. You may be drawn 
to spiritual or mystical teachings and benefit from faithful pursuit of a spiritual 
path that releases your innate wisdom. 

Watch for: withdrawing from the world because of disappointments or dissatis¬ 
faction; disdaining wealth or material possessions in favor of immaterial truth; 
expecting spiritual progress to be easy. 



Saturn in the Houses 

Saturn's placement in the horoscope shows where you initially meet limitations 
and obstacles, and struggle to grow. In the affairs of that house you learn some of 
the most important lessons in your life. Because of Saturn's essence as the “great 
teacher,” no “Watch for” cautions are included here. Though Saturn is slow to re¬ 
lease its potential, if you are committed, realistic, and hardworking in the related 
areas and face your fears, you will create solid success. Saturn may express itself 
as follows: 

Saturn in the First House: overbearing parental, religious, or social restrictions 
that cause you to lose confidence so that you may be shy in self-expression and 
timid in self-assertion. By developing disciplined self-reliance, you may become 
more relaxed and comfortable in dealing with the world. If Saturn is close to the 
Ascendant, it can indicate a difficult birth. 

Saturn in the Second House: fear of poverty or lack of material security. You may 
be timid about investing and miss financial opportunities or undervalue your 
skills and talents and so work for less than you deserve. By cultivating an inner 
feeling of self-worth, and investing in items of genuine value, you can prudently 
and responsibly build material wealth. 

Saturn in the Third House: overcoming a lack of confidence in your mental abil¬ 
ities and verbal expression by slowing down the mind, weighing your words, and 
applying yourself steadily to your studies. In extreme cases, there may be learning 
difficulties or impediments in speech, like stuttering, or you may simply be a 
"reluctant reader.” Being mentally disciplined and concentrating on a few key 
concepts or important areas of study, you can become an expert writer and speak¬ 
er whose words carry weight. 

Saturn in the Fourth House: inhibited by early childhood traumas, limited family 
circumstances, or an overbearing or fearsome parent so that you may need to 
overcome emotional negativity in the home. You may initially live in limited cir¬ 
cumstances (basement apartments or small rooms), but gradually build up inner 
trust with strong foundations, reflected outwardly as a securely established home 
or solid investments in real estate. 

Saturn in the Fifth House: a serious attitude toward romance, and either avoiding 
dating or trying to secure a relationship too soon. A lack of confidence in cre¬ 
ativity can be overcome by studying the practical aspects of a creative field and 



patiently rehearsing until you gain confidence for performance. You may assume 
responsibilities for children and take parental duties seriously, or be a good teach¬ 
er. You may not have children of your own, or only one to whom you are devoted. 
Saturn in the Sixth House: too willing to take on routine work or drudgery in 
uncongenial workplaces. A patient acceptance of the necessity of hard work and 
careful looking after details may eventually lead to a Zen-like appreciation of even 
the smallest part of the job. You may have health problems (some resulting from 
worry), especially with bones and teeth, but you may actually have a strong consti¬ 
tution, helped by a disciplined approach to diet and lifestyle. 

Saturn in the Seventh House: initial disappointments in partnerships or mar¬ 
riage, possibly due to reluctance to reveal yourself because of fear of hurt or rejec¬ 
tion. You may marry for security or stay in a relationship for the sake of the out¬ 
ward form. You may marry late, or marry someone older or very emotionally ma¬ 
ture, and then discover that you can be a responsible, faithful, and caring partner 
in an enduring relationship. 

Saturn in the Eighth House: challenges regarding mutually shared investments, 
perhaps in disagreements about how to allot monies or in losses through poor 
judgment. You can be serious about sexual relations or experience blocked sexual 
expression due to fear of losing control or of deep intimacy. Developing inner 
emotional security and confidence in your intuition can eventually enable you to 
look after others' wealth (as well as your own) reliably to make steady financial 
gains. 

Saturn in the Ninth House: delaying or preventing educational and travel op¬ 
portunities, sometimes making travel onerous or only possible for serious pur¬ 
poses like work or study. You may be beset by religious doubts or fears, especially 
if you believe in a harsh or unforgiving God. You may need to rethink the reli¬ 
gious or philosophical beliefs you were taught when young, especially if they 
were conservative and traditional, and painstakingly construct your own. Sus¬ 
tained mental effort over time or later in life can ultimately stabilize and concen¬ 
trate your mind and lead to recognized intellectual accomplishments. 

Saturn in the Tenth House: a lack of confidence to take a role in public life 
through fears of failure or feelings of inadequacy. You may undermine your own 
success, and so have to start a career all over again—the typical “fall from grace” 
pattern associated with this position. Being stable, responsible, and hardworking 



over time can build a solid reputation. Success comes at last as you develop exper¬ 
tise and are seen as a true professional and master within your field. 

Saturn in the Eleventh House: initial mistrust of friends or shunning member¬ 
ship in groups or social activities because of shyness and insecurity. You may ini¬ 
tially feel friendless, but eventually cultivate a few close friends who are depend¬ 
able and life-long. They may be older or well-established and share your serious 
commitment to improving some aspect of community life. You can make vision¬ 
ary ideas practical by concentrating your efforts in areas where real change is pos¬ 
sible. 

Saturn in the Twelfth House: deep-seated fears of isolation, especially if imposed 
and not self-chosen. You may need to go into seclusion yourself or work with 
those confined in order to overcome subconscious blocks and unearth your in¬ 
nate wisdom. Learning to trust the Universe, having faith in a divine order, and 
faithfully practicing disciplines connecting you to something greater may enable 
you to offer true spiritual service in a spirit of devotion and humility. 



The Outer Planets in the Houses 

Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto carry meanings that relate to the collective, or to 
such high-frequency potentials that they often correlate with long-term cycles for 
large groups, nations, or even the world. Their house placements in an individ¬ 
ual's horoscope allow these transpersonal factors to be experienced personally. Be¬ 
cause of the obvious challenges inherent in handling these unusual energies, no 
“Watch for” cautions are mentioned in the following sections. 



Uranus in the Houses 

The placement of Uranus by house indicates where you are the most creative, 
inventive, and unconventional. In these areas, you seek the greatest freedom of 
thought and action, so you may appear erratic or changeable. Here you expe¬ 
rience circumstances beyond your control. It is a locus of genius—or cosmic 
chaos. Uranus may express itself as follows: 

Uranus in the First House: an unconventional appearance or unique personality 
that either radiates a nervous energy or an electric charisma. The strong need for 
personal freedom may make you appear rebellious and restless, willful and impa¬ 
tient. You may feel different or special or alienated from your surroundings, but 
you can be a powerful agent for the transformation of others on your own or 
through associations with other forward-looking individuals. 

Uranus in the Second House: personal finances are subjected to radical ups and 
downs. You may work freelance as a consultant or take short-term contractual as¬ 
signments; your income fluctuates. You may earn money from the media, com¬ 
puters and technology, or advertising. Being resourceful in making money or 
cashing in on inventive ideas can sustain you economically, though you may se¬ 
cretly disdain money, dislike work, or work erratically just to fund creative 
projects. 

Uranus in the Third House: an original mind, gifted at synthesis, that gets sud¬ 
den inspirations or makes intuitive leaps. You may rebel against a conventional 
school system and prefer to be self-taught. Rather than thinking erratically or 
speaking compulsively, direct your mental brilliance into standup comedy, im¬ 
provisation, or impromptu debates or other areas where your wit and repartee are 
assets. 

Uranus in the Fourth House: disruptions in early life (frequent moves, a divorce, 
an erratic parent) that may result in your leaving home early or continuing a pat¬ 
tern of unsettled home life into adulthood. You may have adventuresome ances¬ 
tors, or break with your family or your culture. You could continually redecorate 
an unusual home, or prefer not to own property at all, but, to move often, live in 
more than one place, or travel frequently. 

Uranus in the Fifth House: dramatically and experimentally creative, using the 
latest techniques or technological innovations. You may love flirting and con¬ 
necting with people different from you (foreigners, those of a different age, race, 



or social status). Your romantic life may be unstable, because you value personal 
freedom above emotional closeness. Any children you have may be brilliant or 
unusual, and you may have progressive attitudes to parenting or teaching. 

Uranus in the Sixth House: interruptions in jobs or job changes. You need vari¬ 
ety at work and may be happier working freelance or temping. You can work in 
technical fields (engineering or computers) with eccentric coworkers, or direct 
your personal need for freedom into group efforts like union organizing. Your 
health may be adversely affected by your nerves. 

Uranus in the Seventh House: a need to balance a desire for closeness and com¬ 
panionship with a strong need for personal freedom. Your relationships may go 
through phases in which you break up and get back together repeatedly. You may 
prefer an unconventional situation (living together rather than legal marriage, or 
an open marriage, or being with a partner who comes and goes). You may grav¬ 
itate to brilliant, unorthodox, or entrepreneurial partners. 

Uranus in the Eighth House: investments that are subject to sudden gains and 
losses, or benefits coming to you from unexpected windfalls or inheritances. Your 
sexual charisma may lead you to explore and experiment with partners and tech¬ 
niques. You may want to be free from unconscious complexes related to money, 
sex, death, or power, and so explore innovative psychological disciplines to be¬ 
come free. 

Uranus in the Ninth House: drawn to religions or belief systems from places dis¬ 
tant in time or space, especially the distant past or the future, so that you create 
your own unique philosophy of life. You may love to travel, taking off sponta¬ 
neously to explore foreign environments or charged places that are awakening 
and transforming. Your education may be sporadic or interrupted, and you may 
be drawn to study alternative or unconventional subjects. 

Uranus in the Tenth House: a need for variety, challenge, and change (perhaps 
travel) in a career. You are happier working independently within an organization 
or being your own boss, perhaps as a consultant fulfilling short-term contracts. 
You can be creative and inventive in your field, which may be politics, public rela¬ 
tions, the media, computers and technology, or a business with a global focus. 
Uranus in the Eleventh House: attracting unusual friends with whom you have 
stimulating intellectual discussions about the latest news or ideas. You may have 
trouble integrating into groups, but ultimately find a group whose ideological 



bent matches yours. You can be a social gadfly, or particularly drawn to radical ap¬ 
proaches to changing society. You can alter your goals or future directions fre¬ 
quently. 

Uranus in the Twelfth House: interested in unusual methods of raising con¬ 
sciousness and experiencing altered states, possibly through drugs, unconven¬ 
tional spiritual practices, or occult and mystical techniques. You have a powerful 
creative imagination that endlessly produces images from the unconscious. You 
may be a secret rebel who has a deeply felt need for ultimate freedom from form. 



Neptune in the Houses 

The placement of Neptune by house reveals areas where you are most idealistic 
and sensitive. Here, you need beauty and harmony, and aspire to express perfec¬ 
tion—but here you must be patient and realistic or risk being confused and 
disappointed because of false hopes. Neptune may express itself as follows: 

Neptune in the First House: strong sensitivity to the environment, both physical 
and psychic, being highly receptive to energies of people and places. You may re¬ 
flect these qualities or absorb them; in either case, setting boundaries may be 
difficult. You may appear beautiful, glamorous, even mysterious at times, and 
can make yourself almost invisible when you wish to be unnoticed. Your body 
may periodically experience periods of weakness or mysterious (and often tempo¬ 
rary) symptoms requiring rest or intuitive guidance for healing. 

Neptune in the Second House: idealistic about money, either having faith that 
you will be provided for or devaluing material things. You may be a poor judge of 
financial opportunities or be self-sacrificing about your salary, working for less 
than you merit or for the public good or for non-profit organizations. Your self- 
worth must be based on a spiritual core. 

Neptune in the Third House: an imaginative mind, making you a good storyteller 
or a creative writer of poetry, plays, or fiction. You may not do well academically 
early on due to daydreaming or laziness, but gifts of an intuitive mind and per¬ 
suasive or visionary speech can bring you success as an inspiring writer or speak¬ 
er. You may have to work to bring words into focus out of the “ethers” and to be 
sure your ideas are yours and not adopted wholesale from others. 

Neptune in the Fourth House: need for a harmonious and attractive home envi¬ 
ronment, a place of quiet retreat, possibly one where the arts are enjoyed. You 
may have had an imaginative, unknowable, or absent parent. Your origins may 
be mysterious or unclear. You may be able to access the unconscious mind easily 
through dreams or images, enabling you to penetrate your inner self or the hid¬ 
den depths of life. 

Neptune in the Fifth House: especially romantic love affairs, in which you may 
be either seductive or easily seduced. You may be prone to sacrificing yourself for 
love. A strong imagination can lead to endlessly inventive creative projects and 
ideas. You may idealize children as beautiful and innocent creatures. Either your 
own children or those you work with may be artistically gifted or sensitive and 



imaginative. 

Neptune in the Sixth House: functioning better in a harmonious and attractive 
workplace. You may gravitate to charitable or non-profit companies, or health- 
service providers, or arts organizations. You may have to overcome a tendency to 
be disorganized at work, or struggle to be effective in chaotic work situations. You 
may suffer from mysterious health problems (like allergies, skin rashes, recurrent 
colds) that come and go, caused by contaminants in the environment or psycho¬ 
somatic conditions. 

Neptune in the Seventh House: high and sometimes unrealistic expectations 
about marriage and partnerships, looking for a “soulmate,’’ a savior, or someone 
to fulfill your dreams and ideals. Your partner may be genuinely loving and giv¬ 
ing, but if you have been fooled by a glamorous image, you can be disappointed 
by one who is undependable, deceptive, or suffering from addictions. 

Neptune in the Eighth House: highly intuitive about business deals and invest¬ 
ments or being duped into buying “swampland in Florida” or the Brookyn 
Bridge. Your sexual life can be subject to dreams and fantasies or a desire to have 
a deep and soulful connection with a partner. This is an excellent placement for 
esoteric or occult work, since you may be mediumistic, have healing abilities, or 
be downright psychic. 

Neptune in the Ninth House: religious philosophy based on love, compassion, 
and selfless aid to the poor and suffering, instead of being deluded by spiritual 
leaders or substituting uncritical and ecstatic emotional experience for thoughtful 
analysis of principles. You may be uncertain about educational goals or generally 
subject to wishful thinking. Travel to places of spiritual significance, especially if 
they are near water or are foci of special energy, is beneficial. 

Neptune in the Tenth House: drawn to careers in fashion or the arts, the helping 
or healing professions, or public service. You may easily project a glamorous 
image. You may be confused about your real talents and abilities, or need time to 
find a situation that fits them, so try to be realistic about your career goals and 
expectations. You may gain a high profile for charitable work or be subject to ru¬ 
mors and scandal (whether true or not) about your public image. 

Neptune in the Eleventh House: attracting friends in the arts or helping/ healing 
professions and working together to fundraise for charities or spiritual groups. 
Since you may be unclear about friends' reliability., and gullible about apparently 



benevolent organizations, be discriminating and investigate groups before affil¬ 
iating with them. If you are confused about long-term plans, rely on intuition or 
gut-level instincts to guide you. 

Neptune in the Twelfth House: a spiritual inheritance that enables you to tap 
deep inner resources through meditation, ritual work, or spiritual practices 
(chanting, sweat lodges, ingestion of special substances), creating a rich inner life. 
Strong intuition may lead you to feel spiritually guided. An overactive imagi¬ 
nation can open you to others' fears or greater human suffering, making periodic 
retreats or continual psychic protection necessary. 



Pluto in the Houses 

Pluto's house placement shows areas you are compulsively drawn to or issues you 
are forced to confront, causing you to undergo significant changes. At first 
unconscious, powerful urges that arise bring an end to old ways of handling 
those affairs and inaugurate new possibilities. The key is to develop wisdom and 
detachment about them. You may either express the planet's energy yourself or 
attract others who do. Pluto may express itself as follows: 

Pluto in the First House: drawn to environments or people who try to exert power 
over you; in response, draw on your own determined will, depth of commitment, 
and radiant energy to stand up to them. Others may perceive you as a natural 
manager, leader, or director, and you must learn to handle their projections onto 
you, whether positive or negative. Recurrent health issues may force you to con¬ 
sider their causes: toxicity, overwork, or psychological problems. 

Pluto in the Second House: an inexhaustible potential to earn income, building 
assets to create a secure financial foundation. You can go from rags to riches (or 
vice versa, if you need to overcome greed, stinginess, or an obsession with mate¬ 
rial things). You may do well to moderate your intense drive to acquire wealth 
and possessions and use your money to fund charitable or transformative 
projects for yourself. 

Pluto in the Third House: a powerful mind: good at in-depth research, skilled in 
debating, and capable of perceptive and profound insights. Careers in public rela¬ 
tions, politics, lobbying, media, advertising, teaching, or the law could provide 
outlets for mental intensity and possibly compulsive thought or speech. You may 
have difficulty compromising. Do not overstrain your mind or you may expe¬ 
rience mental lapses. 

Pluto in the Fourth House: draws powerful support from family, tribal, or ances¬ 
tral traditions or a need to break free of family influences, especially if you had a 
domineering parent. Periodically, you may “reinvent” your home, either literally 
by moving or redecorating, or internally by reconceiving what home means to 
you. You may have an unusual ability to access the unconscious realm. 

Pluto in the Fifth House: compulsive social and romantic activity, with love af¬ 
fairs in particular being catalysts for change. You can dig deep within yourself for 
creative inspiration, perhaps from ancient civilizations or mythologies, and may 
continually refine your artistic efforts. Your children may be strong-minded and 



self-disciplined and you may have difficulty asserting your authority over them, 
which spurs your own growth. You may be an obsessive game player, willing to 
risk all for love or money. 

Pluto in the Sixth House: opportunities to transform (or be transformed by) your 
workplace. You may be obsessed with work, or deeply dissatisfied with coworkers 
or the working environment, to the point of protesting to management or union¬ 
izing to improve conditions. Periodically, you may need to rethink diet, nutri¬ 
tional needs, or lifestyle choices, as health issues will force changes. You may 
draw on deep healing abilities to regenerate your body. 

Pluto in the Seventh House: attracting a wealthy or powerful partner who may be 
financially or psychologically supportive. You may have to struggle to achieve a 
power balance in relationships, especially if you feel trapped or dependent on a 
partner. Psychological work on yourself will significantly help interpersonal rela¬ 
tions. Periodic crises can regenerate relationships, creating long-lasting bonds be¬ 
tween devoted and passionately committed partners. 

Pluto in the Eighth House: astute investments and tapping vast resources, espe¬ 
cially for construction or renovation, though large amounts of money can come 
and go. You may be fascinated by taboos or secrets; wishing to unearth them can 
make you a talented detective, gossip columnist, archaeologist, scientist, or re¬ 
searcher. You may desire to probe the more esoteric secrets of birth, death, and 
the afterlife. You can either draw on others’ energies or regenerate them through 
powerful healing energy. An intense sexuality may lead to exploring taboos or 
magical practices. 

Pluto in the Ninth House: struggles with beliefs, during which you encounter 
religions and philosophies (or powerful and charismatic teachers and gurus) that 
powerfully shape your world view. You are capable of passionately defending 
your ideas or trying to influence others to adopt them. You may travel to places of 
spiritual power, or have transforming experiences while traveling. You can apply 
your intense mind to in-depth educational studies, especially psychology or busi¬ 
ness and finance. 

Pluto in the Tenth House: a powerful force in the world, especially in politics or 
business. You need to be in a position of authority where you can make a differ¬ 
ence, and perhaps create financial opportunities for both yourself and your em¬ 
ployer. Be ethical in your career or you can trigger powerful opposition or a fall 



from grace. You can regenerate your own career as well as revamp the companies 
that hire you. 

Pluto in the Eleventh House: powerful and influential friends who are agents of 
change for you. Friendships may bring struggles, but surviving much together 
can create deep and lasting bonds. You can affiliate with organizations deter¬ 
mined to change society, possibly by helping the poor or oppressed, or join secret 
societies. You can be the group's recognized leader, whether elected or not, and 
be especially good at fundraising. 

Pluto in the Twelfth House: opening up powerful sources of comfort and aid 
through direct connection to the unconscious (in psychological terms) or the di¬ 
vine (in religious language). You can draw on the collective wisdom of your ances¬ 
tors or of the whole human race. Initially you may have difficulty accessing your 
power. Periods of silence or retreat, or intense therapy during which you face 
your personal dark side or humanity's shadow, or extreme methods of altering 
consciousness can release energy and power. 



CHAPTER FOUR 


aspects: the fourth piece 

as planets glide around the sun, they move periodically into certain pre¬ 
defined geometric relationships to one another. These geometrical relationships 
are called “aspects.” They link together two or more planetary energies to create 
much of the horoscope's dynamism. When you calculate the natal chart, you look 
for aspects active at the moment of birth. Patterns created by tese connections, 
whether cooperative or stressful, reveal the psyche's inner structure and signif¬ 
icantly describe personality drives, life themes, and potential events. Aspects 
occur not only between planets, but between planets and other important points, 
like the Ascendant and Midheaven. 

Aspects are derived by dividing the 360-degree circle by whole numbers be¬ 
tween one and twelve. They are interpreted by drawing on number theory going 
back to Pythagoras. In many cultures (Babylonian, Hindu, Greek, Chinese) and 
religions (Buddhist, Jewish, Christian, Islamic), numbers are fundamental prin¬ 
ciples from which the world emerged and thus are prominent religious symbols, 
a sacred and secret language in their own right. For Greek philosophers as well as 
modern esotericists, numbers are the beginnings of all things, creating the per¬ 
fect “music of the spheres” that underlies creation. 

To calculate aspects (in non-technical terms), we measure the angular distance 
between planets in degrees along the ecliptic (the Sun's apparent path around 
Earth). 

To understand aspects, you must have a good grasp of the planets' nature and 
combine that comprehension with the aspect's symbolism. Here is where deeper 
chart analysis begins. While separate interpretations of planets in signs and hous¬ 
es are meaningful, aspects show how they are reinforced or modified. Aspects 
also point to which of the many potential manifestations of the planetary energies 
are more likely than others. 

Aspects are classified as either major or minor. Major aspects have been part 
of astrological tradition since at least Ptolemy (2nd century c.e.). They are consid¬ 
ered more powerful than minor aspects, some of which were introduced by math- 
ematician/as-trologer Johannes Kepler in the early 17th century. All twelve known 
aspects are currently being reexamined, principally because of John Addey's work 
in England on aspects and harmonic theory. 



Table 3 . Table of Aspects 


Division 

Number 

Symbol 

Name 

Exact 

Degree 

Classification 

Quality 

1 


conjunction 

0° 

major 

depends on planets 
involved 

2 

M 

opposition 

180 ° 

major 

disharmonious 

3 

/ 

trine 

120° 

major 

harmonious 

4 

Por 1 

square 

90 ° 

major 

disharmonious 

5 

h 

quintile 

72 ° 

minor 

harmonious 

6 

u 

sex tile 

60 ° 

major 

harmonious 

8 

< 

semi-square 

45 ° 

minor 

disharmonious 

12 

3 

semi-sextile 

30 ° 

minor 

depends on planers 
involved 

3 x 8 

; 

sesqui-quadrate 

135 ° 

minor 

disharmonious 

Jx 12 

8 

quincunx 
(or inconjunct) 

150 ° 

minor 

disharmonious 


More obscure aspects (sevenths, ninths, tenths, and elevenths) are thought to 
indicate unusual abilities, spiritual talents, or potentials of such high frequency 
that few can tap them, so they are rarely used in Western astrology. 


Aspects are also interpreted as either harmonious (easy) or disharmonious 
(stressful) according to their number series. To illustrate: aspects resulting from 
the circle's division by 3 (or 6 or 12) are considered harmonious or easy, while 
those deriving from division by 2 (or 4 or 8) are considered disharmonious or hard. 
In numerology, the number three relates to ease, stability, and resolution, while 
the number two refers to division and polarity, hence challenge. 

There is a catch-22 here: although harmonious aspects show abilities that 
come easily to the person, they often do not manifest their potential or take 
advantage of opportunities; and while hard aspects are usually stressful and ob¬ 
structive, they often provide motivation to overcome difficulties and build char¬ 
acter, develop skills, and achieve success. A balance of easy and hard is better. As¬ 
pects blend harmonies and cacophonies, creating the “music of the soul.” 

Aspects are rarely exact (for example, precisely ninety degrees), so we allow a 
certain “give or take,” a range on either side within which the two planets must 
fall in order to be “in aspect.” This deviation is called the orb. Different as¬ 
trologers use larger or smaller orbs to gauge where the aspect is thought to begin 
and end. I personally use wider orbs, as people with a higher level of awareness 
will pull them in. My suggestions for orb allowance are given below when I 














discuss the individual aspects. As a general rule, the farther away the planets are 
from each other around the wheel (like 120 or 180 degrees), the wider the allow¬ 
able orb. 

The closer the orb of the aspect by degree, the more strongly its presence is felt. 
Aspects that are applying or approaching exactitude (i.e., when the planets are 
moving closer to each other), are considered more powerful, and imply that issues 
inherent in them must be dealt with in this lifetime, separating aspects of wider 
orb (i.e., when the planets are moving apart from each other), are thought to be 
waning, relating to the past, and less influential over time. 

Sometimes you can easily see aspects in a chart Planets having the same de¬ 
gree number in their respective signs are undoubtedly in aspect. Planets that fall 
withn the same element (earth, air, fire, or water—thus four signs apart) may be 
in trine. If they have the same quality (cardinal, fixed, or mutable—thus three 
signs apart), they may be in square. Check the degree numbers to see if they fall 
into the allowable orb, or simply refer to a computer-generated aspect table. These 
days computers will do all the work of calculating aspects, listing their degree dis¬ 
tances, and indicating whether they are applying or separating. You can set the 
program for whatever orbs you wish to use. 



Major Aspects 

Conjunction (°) or circle divided by i: orb usually between 8 °and io°:Ener-gies are 
fused and intensified, and modify each other; they must work together whether 
compatible or different in nature. The combined meaning relates to the symbolism of 
number one: the seed of a new cycle, the original unity that engen-ders the next 
numbers. 

Opposition (i8o°) or circle divided by 2 : orb usually between 8° and 10 °: This 
represents the fundamental polarity or duality arising at the moment of cre-ation 
when the undifferentiated One of the mystical traditions becomes two 
(manifesting in all pairs of opposites). It creates tension leading to frustration, 
though objectivity can lead to a delicate balancing of opposites. Oppositions are often 
projected as outer circumstances or individuals who block your way. Resolv-ing the 
tension is helped by opposing factors often having the same quality. Ener-gies can 
bounce back and forth—or compromise—through awareness that two halves are in 
essence a whole. 

Trine (120 0 ) orcircle divided by 3 :orb usually between 8 ° and io°:Con-necting 
signs of the same element, this is the easiest expression of linked ener-gies. Trines 
connote luck and opportunities as well as innate creative talents, though these may 
be taken for granted and not expressed. The relationship be-tween the linked energies 
is the most harmonious possible and tends to manifest the most pleasant potential. 
The number three is a “heavenly” number, alluding to the soul, represented by the 
self-contained Trinity, and symbolized by the tripod's equilibrium. 

Square (90 °) orcircle divided by 4 . orb usually between 8 ° and io°: A square 
encompasses one-fourth of the circle, with four being the number signi-fying Earth, 
the plane of solid manifestation represented by the cube. It implies the inherent 
restrictions and resistances of matter and time. A square is dynamic, and creates 
challenges that pressure you to work on the issues represented by the planets 
involved. Energies are at cross-purposes; conflict leads to irritation; achievement is 
delayed, though patient hard work can lead to success through integration of the two 
principles. 

Sextile (60°) orcircle dividedby 6 :orb to 6°: The sextile also indicates talents or 
opportunities, but is more likely to find an outlet than the trine. The ancient 
philosopher Philo calls it the “most productive of all numbers.” The energies in a 
sextile collaborate well and work comfiortably together. Its inherent balance is de¬ 
picted in Solomon's Seal, two interlocking triangles containing six sextiles. Six is the 
number ofi perfect balance. 



Minor Aspects 

Quintile (72°) or circle divided by 5: orb 2-3 0 : The number five is preemi¬ 
nently the “number of humanity,” symbolized by our reliance on the five senses. 

It refers to reason as the divine faculty, distinguishing human beings from ani¬ 
mals. Quintiles imply artistic or creative talents, especially mental ones, as well as 
versatility and an authentic individuality. 

Semi-square (45°) or circle divided by 8, and Sesqui-quadrate (135 0 which is 

5/8 OF THE CIRCLE): ORB FOR SEMI-SQUARE: 2-3°; FOR SESQUI QUAD RATE (A SQUARE 

and a half): 3-4 0 : Both of these aspects are variations on the square and part of 
the 2/4/8 series. These imply friction, generating minor conflict or frustration 
that can be annoying. Semi-squares may correlate more with internal conflict, 
while sesqui-quadrates seem more likely to externalize difficulties. 

Semi-sextile (30°) or circle divided by 12: orb of 2-3 0 : Once thought mildly 
beneficent, this aspect may actually be awkward or mildly difficult. As one twelfth 
of the circle, it participates in the harmonious series related to multiples of 3, but 
because it connects signs of different elements and qualities, it seems uncom¬ 
fortable. 

Quincunx or Inconjunct (150°) or 5/12 of the circle: orb of 3°-4°: This aspect 
vacillates between acting like a trine and acting like an opposition, so it demands 
continual adjustments and balances. The stress it creates may have health impli¬ 
cations. The irritation inherent in the quincunx may derive from the lack of com¬ 
monality between linked factors; they are different in both element and quality. 
Aspects can actually be seen as parts of astronomical cycles that begin with the 
conjunction of two planets. Over time, all the planets will form every aspect with 
each other, as the faster-moving planets progress around the zodiacal circle ahead 
of the slower. Thus, two planets will reunite at another conjunction days, months, 
or years later. 



Planets in Aspect 

The following interpretations are clustered under two headings. Harmonious as¬ 
pects include trine, sextile, and sometimes conjunction. Disharmonious aspects 
include opposition, square, semi-square, sesqui-quadrate, quincunx, and some¬ 
times conjunction. Categorizing the conjunction depends greatly on the two plan¬ 
ets connected. Generally, any aspect between a planet and Venus or Jupiter can be 
friendly; the principal danger is in overdoing. 

Not all of the possibilities in one category will describe your experience, so try 
to be objective about which ones apply. Actually, you may feel that parts of both 
harmonious and disharmonious descriptions fit you, no matter which aspect you 
have in your chart. Even if you have a disharmonious connection, statements in 
that section may have been true for you only when you were younger. You may 
have “graduated” into a more harmonious expression as you have matured. If 
you do have stressful combinations, use the conflict as positively and productively 
as you can to spur your growth and learning. Changing your behaviors or atti¬ 
tudes can help transform challenges into strengths. 



Aspects to the Sun 


sun-Moon 

Harmonious: comfortably joins masculine and feminine energies, so you are emo¬ 
tionally stable and well balanced; emotional needs harmonize with outer circum¬ 
stances; good relations with family and partners; parents may have been compat¬ 
ible; unconscious needs support life goals and career initiatives. 

Disharmonious: may feel restless and dissatisfied; unconscious programming de¬ 
rails efforts; emotional tension with parents or partners originates in childhood 
experiences; you feel a disjunction between inner feelings and outer circum¬ 
stances. 
sun-Mercury 

Mercury can never be more than twenty-eight degrees from the Sun, so the only 
aspects possible are the conjunction and semi-sextile. The closer Mercury is to the 
Sun, the harder it is to be detached and impersonal in your thinking, though it 
often indicates a career related to language or communication skills. Mercury in a 
sign different from the Sun broadens your outlook. 
sun-Venus 

Venus is never more than forty-eight degrees from the Sun, so only the conjunc¬ 
tion, semi-sextile, and semi-square can form between the two. 

Harmonious: identity based on loving and being loved; gives popularity, warmth, 
charm, refinement, social ease, and possibly artistic flair; attracts people, wealth, 
and pleasant life circumstances; needs peace and harmony. 

Disharmonious: may be seductive and manipulative; overly sensual and fond of 
luxuries and ease; vain, self-centered, and lazy. 

sun-Mars 

Harmonious: gives energy and dynamism to achieve goals; capable of taking ac¬ 
tion and being decisive as a leader; self-confident and ambitious; may be the 
adventurer or warrior constantly seeking new challenges. 

Disharmonious: restless, impatient, and easily frustrated, causing impulsive ac¬ 
tions or foolish risk-taking; competitive; may be excessively sexual; problems con¬ 
trolling temper lead to conflicts with others; potentially destructive to self (over¬ 
work) and others (aggression); personality dominated by masculine side. 



SUN-JUPITER 

Harmonious: a gentle, generous, kind disposition; tolerant and easygoing; a posi¬ 
tive attitude attracts opportunities (that seem lucky); career expands more and 
more successfully over time, and is especially gratifying if it encompasses learn¬ 
ing and adventure; may be multi-talented. 

Disharmonious: restless and easily bored; energy dissipated in too many direc¬ 
tions; always wants more and is never satisfied, though it may overindulge and 
overspend; pompous and preachy; lazy and self-satisfied. 
sun-Saturn 

Harmonious: patient and hardworking, allowing confidence and success to build 
slowly through sustained effort; likely to be serious and mature at an early age; 
takes on adult responsibilities and discharges them conscientiously; gives 
strength and endurance; success and selfacceptance come late in life. 

Disharmonious: slow to develop; may be rigid, inhibited at first; a late bloomer; 
suffers from workaholism; has a poor relationship with parents (likely father), au¬ 
thorities, government; must overcome difficult childhood or physical limitations 
or low self-esteem by gaining others' respect due to career achievement and 
money earned; with emotional and financial security, life opens up. 
sun-Uranus 

Harmonious: a creative, inventive, progressive, daring, and unconventional char¬ 
acter that needs literal and emotional freedom; possible mental brilliance or un¬ 
usual perceptive abilities lead to feeling displaced; life and career may involve 
media, travel, or alternative approaches, especially as a pioneer or catalyst for cul¬ 
tural change; periodically, career mutates or changes unexpectedly. 

Disharmonious: restless, erratic, eccentric, and so unable to integrate into a group; 
reacts by being stubborn, difficult, and compulsively obstinate; may be a disrup¬ 
tive force or experience interruptions in career that undermine long-term success; 
change is upsetting. 
sun-Neptune 

Harmonious: sensitive, imaginative, and intuitive, with serious interests in mysti¬ 
cism and spirituality or the arts (especially acting); highly adaptable, and “goes 
with the flow”; career may be in the helping/healing or service professions where 
energy is easily directed to others; has a talent for working with dreams, myths, 
and images. 



Disharmonious: lack of clarity about yourself and your talents can lead to confu¬ 
sion about life path; if identity not based on soul or spirit, naivete, unground¬ 
edness, and extreme sensitivity can lead to being lost in dreams and fantasies or 
seeking escape in drugs or alcohol; can be self-deluded or fooled by others. 
sun-Pluto 

Harmonious: determined, focused, and intense; you may have strong will and 
ambition leading to promotions and prosperity; periodically, you and your life un¬ 
dergo transformations that are handled well due to inner strength, survival abil¬ 
ity, and resourcefulness; can build an empire or midwife others' evolution, facili¬ 
tating their growth and success along with your own. 

Disharmonious: may initially feel dominated and helpless, and must reclaim 
power to use for your own as well as others' benefit, instead of manipulating or 
exploiting them; initially stubborn, willful, and resistant to change, you may need 
to master yourself (overcoming addictions or obsessive/compulsive behavior) be¬ 
fore challenging others; may take the modern “hero's journey” into your own 
unconscious or the past to grow psychologically; may be forced to redirect power 
from the ego to the higher self 



Aspects to the Moon 


moon-Mercury 

Harmonious: easily expresses feelings in words; good memory; quickly sizes up 
people and situations and responds realistically; reasoning supports emotional 
needs; mental statements (mantras, affirmations) align with emotions. 
Disharmonious: nervous tension and restlessness; head and heart conflict, so you 
can talk yourself out of what you want, or allow others to do so; needs are frus¬ 
trated by apparently sensible decisions. 
moon-Venus 

Harmonious: harmony between emotional and social circumstances; popularity 
due to warmth, charm, and sympathetic nature; many good friends, especially 
women, who provide benefits. 

Disharmonious: emotional neediness interferes with personal happiness; conflict 
between inner child's immature wishes and more adult social demands; may feel 
uncomfortable in social situations. 
moon-Mars 

Harmonious: has energized emotions; has warmth, passion, and emotional dar¬ 
ing; can defend home, family, and country as the warrior, motivated by strongly 
protective feelings; has sex appeal. 

Disharmonious: impulsive and prone to emotional outbursts; may be defensive or 
aggressive in starting conflicts; argumentative and confrontational; carries uncon¬ 
scious or conscious anger at mother, family, or restrictions on personal life, hence 
difficulties with women, children, or childbirth; would benefit from anger- 
management courses. 

MOON-JUPITER 

Harmonious: positive, optimistic, and confident; emotionally open and tolerant; 
liked by and receives benefits from women, family, and public; likes a pleasant, 
spacious home; liked by others for genial nature; gains emotional satisfaction 
from religion, philosophy, metaphysics; has faith in the Universe. 

Disharmonious: emotional responses are exaggerated; lazy, restless, and always 
wanting more; never satisfied; spoiled, indulged and indulgent; has no emotional 
backbone; is emotionally effusive but insincere; likes situations to be easy. 
moon-Saturn 

Harmonious: emotionally reserved; emotions are disciplined to be patient, 



prudent, and responsible; can plan long-term to achieve emotional satisfaction; has 
few friends but they are loyal, stable, and often older; women provide security and 
stability. 

Disharmonious: emotionally repressed and depressed; can overcome difficulties with 
parents (especially mother) or childhood restrictions by patient work; public stiffness 
covers up fears and insecurities; selfprotective; may overwork; builds confidence 
through work and others' respect for their contributions to society. 

moon-Uranus 

Harmonious: open and flexible, so can accept changes; can balance needs for inti¬ 
macy and expression of individuality, though prefers to feel emotionally free; may 
have an unusual childhood, mother, or home life; finds creative or humanitarian 
activities emotionally satisfying. 

Disharmonious: can alternately repress or blurt out feelings; takes risks or disrupts 
relationships or home life due to feeling constrained or seeking excitement; ner-vous 
and emotionally erratic, with mood swings to the point of noticeable insta-bility and 
social ostracism. 

moon-Neptune 

Harmonious: sensitive, empathic, and compassionate; needs peace and refine-ment in 
home and social life; has strong intuition and mystical tendencies; romantic and 
idealistic; can create beauty due to innately sensing harmony, bal-ance, and 
proportion. 

Disharmonious: experiences emotional confusion and dissatisfaction leading to es¬ 
capism or problems with addictions; self-deceived or deceived by others due to 
naivete or gullibility, or unrealistic expectations; easily seduced; may be disap-pointed 
by unreliable friends or partners. 

moon-Pluto 

Harmonious: emotionally intense; can channel charged feelings into creative pur¬ 
suits; can easily access unconscious complexes and clear them, leading to psycho¬ 
logical growth; a natural psychologist or human resources person; can understand 
and motivate others. 

Disharmonious: stubborn, rigid, and controlling in order to feel safe; early in life may 
experience powerful and overwhelming dark emotions (like rage, jealousy, resentment, 
and vengefulness) that are repressed, often leading to obsessive/ compulsive behaviors; 
resistant to confronting and transmuting negative emo-tions to generosity, love, and 
forgiveness. 



Aspects to Mercury 


mercury-Venus 

Mercury and Venus are never more than seventy-two degrees apart, so possible 
aspects between them are conjunction, semi-sextile, semisquare, sextile, and 
quintile. 

Harmonious: has charming, persuasive speech; easily impresses others and elicits 
a positive response to ideas; writing comes easily; can converse with anyone so¬ 
cially; tactful and diplomatic; loves to learn. 

Disharmonious: may say what will flatter or what the other person wants to hear; 
insincere and hypocritical; wants only pleasant conversation and dislikes arguing. 

mercury-Mars 

Harmonious: quick mind that grasps ideas and their implications instantly, often 
bypassing logic; sharp, perceptive, and precise thinking; physical dexterity, and 
can act quickly, especially in a crisis; may be witty and satirical; a mental fighter 
and good in debate. 

Disharmonious: quick-tempered, quick to take offense; has a sarcastic, cutting, 
and cruel tongue; a harsh critic; talks nonstop, interrupting others; ideas are ego¬ 
tistically oriented. 
mercury-Jupiter 

Harmonious: broadminded, tolerant, optimistic, and liberal in outlook; sees the 
grand overview; has a naturally philosophical mind; curious, loves to expand 
knowledge and be exposed to unfamiliar areas of study, so learns easily; likes 
mental freedom. 

Disharmonious: affected by impractical and ungrounded thinking that ignores 
facts or realities; tries to explore too much, literally or intellectually; finds it hard 
to express thoughts clearly in words; mind is restless and easily distracted; men¬ 
tally lazy; exaggerates; thoughts have no depth; sees conflict between reason and 
faith. 

mercury-Saturn 

Harmonious: a disciplined, precise, serious, and conservative thinker; has writing 
ability for non-fiction, scientific papers, and in-depth research; has good bud¬ 
geting and planning skills, particularly longterm; thinks slowly, but clearly and 
logically. 

Disharmonious: pedantic, labored thinking; feels intellectually inadequate and 



may be an insecure speaker; has difficulty expressing ideas, from lack of confi¬ 
dence, limited vocabulary, lack of schooling, mental blocks, or learning disabil¬ 
ities. 

mercury-Uranus 

Harmonious: brilliant, insightful thinking; can synthesize ideas, make connec¬ 
tions, and solve problems; progressive and embraces alternative perspectives or 
unusual approaches; may have interest in esoteric, cross-cultural, or futuristic 
ideas. 

Disharmonious: an erratic thinker who jumps to illogical conclusions; responds 
impulsively and impatiently; brain and nervous system are over-stimulated; can 
entertain fixed, impractical, or extreme ideas, and often argues them just to upset 
people. 

mercury-Neptune 

Harmonious: can balance intellect and intuition; an imaginative thinker and nat¬ 
ural storyteller who can write fiction, plays, poetry; moves with physical grace; 
uses images to stimulate thoughts; has psychic or mediumistic ability. 

Disharmonious: subject to impractical or wishful thinking; may use language to 
deceive, seduce, or downright lie; may stay silent, be incoherent, or substitute jar¬ 
gon or cliches for real communication; experiences dissociated or delusional 
thinking when the mind disconnects from “reality.” 
mercury-Pluto 

Harmonious: an intense mind that can maintain a sustained focus on an idea or 
mental project; has mental power that can be used to influence or persuade in 
advertising, education, politics, or public relations; has penetrating perception 
that can expose others' motives or secrets. 

Disharmonious: mental overwork can strain the mind to the point of exhaustion or 
breakdown—so take breaks from work; can use mind power to manipulate or 
hypnotize others; may have fixed, negative, obsessive ideas that are outdated, 
unreasonable, or prejudiced and hard to change. 



Aspects to Venus 


venus-Mars 

Harmonious: attractive, sexually magnetic, and passionate; readily enters into 
friendships and relationships; integrates cooperation and self-assertion to sustain 
popularity; easily generates money through efforts. 

Disharmonious: experiences disappointments because of impulsive social connec¬ 
tions that are on and off or short-term; alienates others by making demands or 
placing ego needs first; loves to seduce, but ultimately finds conquests empty. 

VENUS JUPITER 

Harmonious: warm, friendly, outgoing, and affectionate, so has many friends and 
busy social life; materially protected, so can be generous and philanthropic; easily 
expresses artistic talents or loves the arts. 

Disharmonious: a social butterfly, never developing deeper connections; extrav¬ 
agant and self-indulgent, overspending on unnecessary luxuries to impress; has 
high expectations, but is lazy and may expect friends and partners to provide 
material support. 
venus-Saturn 

Harmonious: loyal and dependable in fewer, but longer-term, friendships; is at¬ 
tracted to older or emotionally mature individuals; repays security with being re¬ 
sponsible and performing the conventional role well; prefers simplicity and qual¬ 
ity in the arts. 

Disharmonious: attracted to cold, withholding, rejecting partners, so that disap¬ 
pointments in love lead to withdrawal and self-denial; fears poverty and distrusts 
others, so is miserly with money and affection; feels socially awkward and un¬ 
fashionable; personal happiness is delayed until fears and defenses are overcome. 
venus-Uranus 

Harmonious: gets along with anyone: foreigners, older or younger people, and 
those of different racial, religious, or social backgrounds, so is a “global citizen”; 
has unusual friends and an adventuresome social life; can be popular because of 
daring behavior or outrageous comments (like certain comedians); artistically 
original. 

Disharmonious: friendships and relationships are disrupted by unpredictable, 
unconventional, or unacceptable behavior; finds it hard to make and sustain com¬ 
mitments due to need for freedom; disdains conventional roles and expectations; 



money is erratic. 
venus-Neptune 

Harmonious: loving, sympathetic, and compassionate, so can harmonize with 
anyone; can appreciate the inner beauty of the soul in everyone; love of the di¬ 
vine; romantic and idealistic in love, seeking a soulmate with whom you have 
unspoken empathy; refined feelings and taste, with an innate style; a strong 
imagination gives artistic talent; can attract “magic money.” 

Disharmonious: nebulous friendships; relationships may have more fantasy than 
reality; delusions about a partner or partner's commitment; taken in by a glam¬ 
orous image or oblivious to partner's addictions to drugs or alcohol; impractical 
with money. 
venus-Pluto 

Harmonious: desire for deep, committed, and intimate relationships (bonded 
“until death do you part”) that can be continually renewed and re-energized; per¬ 
sonal connections are catalysts for growth and self-transformation; erotic mag¬ 
netism; has boundless creativity; feels a need for intense and passionate sexual 
experiences; can generate and regenerate resources/money. 

Disharmonious: has serious, often unconscious, power issues in relationships, 
often manipulating through guilt, domination, or keeping partner dependent 
through fear of loss; compulsively and insatiably sexual; exploits others for 
money; goes to emotional extremes; obsessed by negative feelings (jealousy, re¬ 
sentment, hatred), but may hide these instead of transmuting them into more 
positive ones. 



MARS JUPITER 


Aspects to Mars 


Harmonious: magnifies energies so there is a high level of enthusiasm, exuber¬ 
ance, and physical drive; can be continually active or athletic, using sports for self- 
improvement; a natural crusader, often fighting for faith or justice. 

Disharmonious: energies are scattered in frantically trying to do too much, leading 
to alternating periods of overdrive and inertia; overconfidence can lead to taking 
physical risks or gambling; can argue about belief systems; may overindulge 
sensually. 

mars-Saturn 

Harmonious: energy is disciplined and directed; capable of working long and hard 
on projects, with the patience and stamina to complete them despite delays or 
obstacles; you may get physically stronger as you get older. 

Disharmonious: feels deep resentment and frustration when desires or drives are 
delayed or blocked by authorities, circumstances, or timing; repressed energy can 
trigger an explosive temper or violence; sexual mistiming or inhibitions; sexual 
repression can find socially unacceptable outlets. 
mars-Uranus 

Harmonious: energy is easily excited and channeled into unusual activities, pos¬ 
sibly social reform, technological inventions, or original actions; needs a variety of 
interests, and can easily multi-task; sexually experimental. 

Disharmonious: energy is scattered and output is erratic; high-strung and restless, 
so hard to maintain a routine and cooperate with others due to “conceited inde¬ 
pendence”; takes physical risks and may be accident-prone; may be a protester or 
revolutionary. 
mars-Neptune 

Harmonious: physical grace and ease plus a sense of rhythm find outlets in dance 
or aesthetic sports (like synchronized swimming); motivated by idealism and 
inspiration to be a “spiritual warrior” and participate in activities like peace move¬ 
ments or environmental activism; imagination directs energies into arts or spir¬ 
itual quests. 

Disharmonious: energies wax and wane mysteriously, leading to inertia and pas¬ 
sivity; can be confused about goals and intentions, and deluded about 



accomplishments; actions can be impractical or unfocused; indulges in sexual 

fantasy. 

mars-Pluto 

Harmonious: tremendous energy reserves, enabling sustained periods of focused 
work before resting and recharging batteries; dedicated, determined, and persis¬ 
tent to succeed; passionate and sexually intense; uses personal energies for collec¬ 
tive good, so can catalyze transformations of individuals or the community. 
Disharmonious: relentless drive can lead to burnout; obstinate, willful, and rigid in 
focus on goals and may force others to collaborate; compulsively sexual, often 
driven to push boundaries and explore taboos; power can be used destructively, in 
subversiveness, bad temper, or violence. 



Aspects to Jupiter 


jupiter-Saturn 

Harmonious: has excellent business sense in planning strategically, timing moves 
well, and building a firm foundation for stable, steady growth; can apply religious 
principles practically, based on both firm faith and deep understanding. 
Disharmonious: mistimes efforts, starting new ventures without completing the old; 
experiences ethical, moral, or religious conflicts because of uncertainty about beliefs; 
alternates between optimism and pessimism, satisfaction and dissatis-faction. 
jupiter-Uranus 

Harmonious: encounters luck and opportunities for growth, wealth, and success, 
facilitated by a positive attitude and faith in outcomes; may have original and 
inventive ideas, with an intuitive feel for making right choices; wants freedom to 
explore possibilities and have adventures. 

Disharmonious: takes chances, gambling or acting recklessly; has grand ideas, but 
may be unable to focus; expects a positive outcome without effort; may be either 
dogmatic or discontented with beliefs; has interest in unusual religions or 
philosophies, but tends not to stay with one path. 
jupiter-Neptune 

Harmonious: genuinely spiritual: kind, compassionate, pure in heart; loves philo¬ 
sophical and spiritual explorations, and finds opportunities to grow in grace; intu¬ 
ition is magnified; may be motivated to help and heal, use the imagination in artistic 
ways, or travel as a spiritual seeker. 

Disharmonious: spiritually gullible, deluded, or confused, so dissatisfied with any 
path, which may lead to various forms of escapism; may try too many religious or 
spiritual approaches and get “spiritual indigestion”; foolishly impractical; has an 
exaggerated sensitivity and tends toward sentimentality. 
jupiter-Pluto 

Harmonious: luck blends with ambition and determination to create material suc¬ 
cess; finds the easy way to personal power; seeks powerful philosophies that are 
transforming; will dig and fight for truth; can refine lower nature through appli¬ 
cation of ethical principles; can teach powerfully. 

Disharmonious: has grand ambitions and desires, especially for power over others, 
but may overwork or be frustrated by outcomes; strives to build an empire, 
possibly on an unethical foundation; misuses knowledge to exploit others for gain. 



Aspects to Saturn 


saturn-Uranus 

Harmonious: can innovate steadily within established situations if given some 
flexibility; balances responsibilities and freedom; can bridge past and future, 
combining traditional and modem; can organize reform movements. 

Disharmonious: conflict between parental or social restrictions and intense desire 
for independence generates tension leading to erratic behavior, compulsive rebel¬ 
liousness, or violent eruptions; fears the new. 
saturn-Neptune 

Harmonious: the practical idealist or constructive artist who can manifest visions 
and dreams; makes steady spiritual progress as a grounded mystic, even within 
conventional religion; can “go with the flow” without losing focus. 

Disharmonious: has difficulty actualizing goals, making ideals workable, and 
bringing dreams into reality; may be fooled by fraudulent religious or spiritual 
groups; may become sad or frustrated by humanity's imperfections, the material 
world's limits, or longing for an impossible Utopia. 
saturn-Pluto 

Harmonious: builds slowy and strategically to achieve lasting wealth and success; 
revamps projects or regenerates institutions to give them new life; has endurance, 
will power, and determination to survive crises and emerge stronger. 

Disharmonious: life may be periodically derailed by circumstances beyond your 
control, so you have to keep starting over; tension and frustration build due to 
deep dissatisfaction with yourself and society, leading to attacks on authority; may 
be stubborn, bullying, harsh, or cruel. 



Aspects to Uranus 


uranus-Neptune 

Harmonious: intuition and imagination are powerfully linked, generating insight¬ 
ful dreaming; may be genuinely spiritually gifted: visionary, charismatic, compas¬ 
sionate, and unusually perceptive; may have psychic gifts or artistic brilliance; 
may transform spiritual groups, seek to harmonize religions, or start a new one 
altogether. 

Disharmonious: has a confused desire for change and misplaced idealism, so may 
become involved in short-lived reform movements or unethical religious organi¬ 
zations; may use drugs to alter awareness; may experience muddled thinking and 
rationalize unethical behavior. 
uranus-Pluto 

Harmonious: wants immediate and powerful revolutionary change; has inventive 
ideas for transforming people and improving culture and environment; has in¬ 
sights into power and authority or people's psyches. 

Disharmonious: personal life goes through periodic dramatic upheavals; your his¬ 
torical time period is disrupted and chaotic (revolutions, assassinations, wars); 
uncontrollable changes create tremendous inner pressure, leading to rebel¬ 
liousness, willful and resentful misuse of power, and violent destructiveness. 



Aspects to Neptune 


neptune-Pluto 

Harmonious: a profound interest in religious, spiritual, and occult topics, espe¬ 
cially pre-birth and afterlife states; emotionally intense, and consequently moti¬ 
vated to grow psychologically; has access to true spiritual power and charisma, 
with possible healing ability; driven to transform religions, dissolve power struc¬ 
tures, or break up impediments to progress. 

Disharmonious: experiences confusion, conflict, and crises in religious matters, 
possibly being manipulated or defrauded by religious groups; may be fanatical 
about beliefs, seduced by fantasies of spiritual power, or overwhelmed by uncon¬ 
scious drives and hence “possessed”; may be driven by obsessions, compulsions, 
and delusions. 



Aspect Patterns 

A horoscope can have many aspects of one harmonic type. For instance, many 
squares (or semi-squares or sesqui-quadrates) lend much dynamism and abun¬ 
dant challenges. Three or more planets can also be linked to form complex geo¬ 
metric shapes and patterns, which heightens their energetic quality. For example, 
trines can join hands to form “grand trines,” while squares can lock into T- 
squares or even grand squares. (See diagrams of major configurations on page 
121.) The more planets that plug into the configuration, the stronger the effect 
and the more the pattern dominates the chart and colors the personality. 

There are many different aspect configurations. The following six are especially 
important. 

Stellium 

Technically, a stellium is four or more planets in one sign (though some as¬ 
trologers will accept three), often close enough to be overlapping conjunctions. 
You can also have a stellium by house. This configuration is one giant bundle of 
energy, with each planet inescapably tied to the others. The key word for a stel¬ 
lium is “intensity” Having many planets in one sign gives it extra weight in the 
horoscope, and can mean that the traits associated with that sign have a strong 
presence in the personality. With so many energies connected, interpreting this 
can be challenging. First look at the sign in which the stellium falls. Then decide 
which planet is dominant, either being well placed by sign and house or making 
aspects that others do not. 

Grand Trine 

When three trines link to form an equilateral triangle, the energy moves easily 
and harmoniously between them, since they likely have a common element. 
However, the same dilemma persists with a grand trine as with a single one: the 
energies are in a self-contained loop and not challenged to grow and change. 
However, if the grand trine includes dynamic planets like Mars, Saturn, or Pluto, 
pressure may manifest the trine's positive qualities. Tighter orbs between the 
connected planets also give greater potential for externalization. If other, more dy¬ 
namic aspects connect to points of the grand trine, this also energizes it The 
grand trine should still signify talents or luck; the necessity is to prod them into 
action. 



Kite 

Grand trines are much likelier to express themselves if the pattern contains an 
opposition to one of the planets, creating a kite shape, with two sextiles linking 
the opposition to the trines. This is because the opposition forces action and pro¬ 
vides a dynamic outlet for the energies. 

T-Square 

This common pattern is found when two planets oppose each other and are 
square (ninety degrees) a third, which may be the outlet for frustrated energy. 
Sometimes the pattern increases difficulties since three rather than two planets 
now conflict, but the opposition can provide some perspective on handling the 
energies. Look carefully at the third planet, square to the two ends, for clues about 
how to deal with the tension. With a lot of drive inherent in the squares, the per¬ 
son with this pattern can focus great energy to overcome obstacles and achieve 
much. 

Grand Square (or Grand Cross) 

The T-square becomes a grand square with the addition of a fourth planet at right 
angles to both ends. This creates a box shape of four squares, with the comers 
joined by oppositions. With two oppositions plus four squares—all in a state of 
heightened tension because elements conflict—you can indeed feel “boxed in” 
with this pattern. Such a tremendous amount of linked energy can enable you to 
accomplish much and be highly creative. The planets in this configuration are 
usually in signs of the same quality. The most difficult grand square is in fixed 
signs, as the planets' potencies can be resistant to change. Look for easy aspects to 
any point of the grand square to offer outlets. 

This pattern has two quincunxes connected to a sextile, which puts stress on is¬ 
sues related to the planets involved. Because quincunxes require adjustment, you 
are constantly reevaluating your priorities. Fortunately, the sextile can provide op¬ 
portunities for resolving crises in which you have to face facts and alter course. 
Some believe that a yod portends a special task to perform in life. 




Figure 4. Aspect Patterns 







Part TWO: 

The Practical Application 



CHAPTER FIVE 


UNDERSTANDING A CHART 

now we come to the “art” of astrology —the synthesis of all the pieces—that 
allows you to deduce your character and destiny. “Synthesizing” means com¬ 
bining separate elements or substances into a coherent whole. In this case, you 
combine the essential meanings of the planets, placed in particular signs, in spe¬ 
cific houses, and making certain aspects to each other. This is facilitated by a 
threestep process. Oprah Winfrey's chart on page 128 will serve as an example to 
take us through the steps. Her birth data is accurate (verified by her on television 
and substantiated on the important website for accurate birth data, 
www.astrodatahank.com). Her public status allows us to look at her life without 
violating client confidentiality. 

Step One: Get a “Feel”for the Whole 

Since the chart is initially a whole, first scan it to get an overall picture. This draws 
on the right side of the brain, the one that intuitively and spontaneously gets the 
“gestalt.” The right brain cannot verbalize what it knows; instead, it absorbs 
meaning wordlessly through references to the senses, metaphors, symbols, and 
images. Since astrology is a language of symbols, the principal one being the cir¬ 
cle itself, it innately appeals to this brain hemisphere. Horoscopes printed in color 
can also help engage the right brain. These immediately communicate the ener¬ 
getic quality of planetary connections (red for squares and oppositions, for in¬ 
stance) and highlight aspect patterns. Computer-generated charts can be printed 
in color, or you can draw aspect lines yourself with colored pencils. 

To engage this perceptive part of your mind, just sit and look at the horoscope 
without actively thinking about it. Let your mind go into meditative mode. Be 
attentive, but non-directive. What stands out to you? Where do you see em¬ 
phases? In certain signs or houses? In elements or qualities? In prominent plan¬ 
ets or attention-getting aspect patterns? 

Look for contradictions, because these help form bridges to the more creative 
right brain. One of the appealing aspects of astrology is that paradoxes abound— 
this is precisely what makes human beings such complex and intriguing crea¬ 
tures. What happens when there are contradictions? They do not cancel each 
other out. You either need to make difficult choices between different options or 
integrate competing drives, conflicting interests, and opposing needs. Sometimes 



simply alternating between ways of being or doing will satisfy different parts of 
you; sometimes it is possible to blend them. These contradictions describe both 
inner dilemmas and outer circumstances. 

Step Two: Analyze the Parts 

Next, take the chart apart to examine each separate piece, as if you were taking a 
watch apart to see how it works. This follows the scientific method originated by 
the Greeks: "analysis precedes synthesis.” Doing this engages your left brain— 
the one that is logical and verbal, analytic and sequential, able to focus on sepa¬ 
rate facts. While your left brain is kept busy doing the analysis, your right brain 
can still make connections subliminally. 

With all the information packed into a horoscope, using a worksheet can be 
helpful. The one featured here was created by me following Richard Idemon's 
method, which he briefly explains in Through the Looking Glass: A Search for the 
Self in the Mirror of Relationships. (On pages 221-224, he applies the method to 
Isadora Duncan's chart). Idemon varied his system over the years, but I have 
stayed with his original idea of assigning fifteen points to major chart factors. I 
have also added to the worksheet. You too can add to or subtract from this as you 
learn more about astrology. 

First, allot points: one for each planet in the chart, two each for the Sun and 
Moon, one for the planet that rules the sign on the Ascendant, and one each for 
the Ascendant and Midheaven signs. The total will be fifteen, except for the cate¬ 
gory “Houses” on the lower left, which does not include points for the Ascendant 
or MC. 
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Figure 5. Sample Astrological Worksheet 
Step Three: Integrate Left- and Right-Brain Perspectives 






The final step is the actual synthesis. Repeated themes gain strength as you see 
similar messages conveyed by different factors in the horoscope. You also weigh 
these against potentials that suggest other themes. To determine and articulate all 
these factors, bounce back and forth between both sides of your brain as you put 
the pieces together, and use the encoded information as a springboard for (hope¬ 
fully) inspired interpretation. If you get lost at any time, refocus on the worksheet 
or glance at the chart again. Other strategies include thinking about an image or 
metaphor expressing some part of the horoscope, or distracting your conscious 
mind by taking a break or researching a particular component of the horoscope in 
books or online. 

Because every chart is unique, the same chart factor (planet, sign, house, as¬ 
pect) rarely works in the same way for everyone. With so many possibilities 
embedded in any one, both experience and intuition can open your mental doors 
and enable you to make statements that resonate. 



CHAPTER SIX 


example: 

oprah Winfrey's horoscope 

Step i: What is striking about this chart at first glance? The planets are fairly well 
spread out, with a cluster in Aquarius in the second house, and two planets each 
in the tenth and eleventh houses. With seven of ten planets in three houses, is¬ 
sues around money and values, public career, and social and community involve¬ 
ments are especially important to her. 

The Sun is conjunct Venus, the only conjunction in the chart. Aquarians can 
be cold and emotionally controlled, but the tie to Venus gives warmth and an 
emotionally outgoing personality—a paradox! At times she may be intellectually 
tough, insisting that people adopt certain ideas to better themselves, while at 
other times she may be compassionate and understanding. Her motivation for 
improving society may not be just intellectual altruism (Aquarius), but genuine 
loving concern (Venus). Doing charitable or volunteer work is likely to attract oth¬ 
ers' support and lead to heartfelt friendships. 

The ascending sign is Sagittarius as well as the Moon, making Oprah a “double 
Sagittarius.” The Ascendant is twenty-nine degrees; both the first and last degree 
of any sign give special intensity. Sagittarius has equal weight with the Aquarius 
bundle. This too lends warmth, as Sagittarius' confidence, enthusiasm, and opti¬ 
mism moderate the Aquarian chill and point to travel, education, or philosophical 
inquiry as specific avenues to transform herself and society. 

Sagittarius rising radiates positive and magnanimous energy, with its ruler 
Jupiter lending generosity, confidence, and natural leadership. It is often found 
in charts of people whose drive to expand and encompass more leads to over¬ 
doing or excess, and, on a literal physical level, a struggle with physical weight. 
They are especially prone to “thunder thighs” (the Jupiter-ruled part of the body). 

With those Aquarius planets plus two in Scorpio and one in Leo, Oprah has a 
lot of fi xed energy; in fact, three of these planets form a T-square. While fixed en¬ 
ergy lends determination, persistance, and management ability, the T-square im¬ 
plies that the factors are at odds with each other and can create problems in her 
life. The same planet at one end of the T-square (Mercury) also participates in a 
grand trine with Neptune and Jupiter, making Mercury the pivotal link, possibly 
providing solutions or relief from tension. All of these placements are in air, 
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By PrtecIBa Costello (adapted from Richard Idemon) 


Figure 7. Astrological Worksheet for Oprah Winfrey 
Note that I am making no final deductions about these observations, simply in¬ 
stalling them in my memory banks, since initial speculations can be modified by 





more detailed analysis. 

Step 2: Now draw on previous material in this book to assess the horoscope. To 
do this, start by calculating the balance of elements and qualities, and sign and 
house placements, and record the totals on the worksheet as shown on page 129. 
Later, select statements from lists in Part I for possible expressions of the planets' 
sign and house placements, and their aspects. 

To remind yourself that the Sun, Moon, and Ascendant ruler all get an extra 
point, put a dot next to each of them. First, count points for qualities of the signs 
containing planets. On the worksheet for Oprah, C (for cardinal) will get three: 
one for Uranus in Cancer, one for Neptune in Libra, and one for the MC, also in 
Libra. Cancer and Libra are the only two cardinal signs represented. F (for fixed) 
gets the majority, seven: four for the Aquarius placements (remember to give two 
for the Sun), one for Pluto in Leo, and two for Saturn and Mars in Scorpio. M (for 
mutable) gets five: three for the Sagittarius planets (including two for the Moon), 
and two for Jupiter as the ruler of the ascending sign. Seven points in fixed signs 
confirms our initial observation that Oprah has dominance in this quality.. She 
definitely does have the capability to stabilize, manage, and sustain anything that 
she creates. The down side of so much fixed energy is tendencies to be stubborn, 
resist change, and be slow to adapt to new situations. 

Under Elements, F (for fire) gets four points: two for the Moon in Sagittarius, 
one for the Ascendant in Sagittarius, and one for Pluto in Leo. A (for air) gets an 
unusually high number, eight: one for Venus, two for the Sun, and one for Mer¬ 
cury, all in Aquarius; two for Jupiter (as Ascendant ruler); and two for MC and 
Neptune in Libra. W (for water) gets three: one for Uranus in Cancer, and two for 
Mars and Saturn in Scorpio. E (for earth) has no points at all! 

Positively, so much air intensifies her interest in ideas and talents for com¬ 
municating and teaching. It potentially endows her with mental objectivity and 
clarity, social adeptness, and the ability to cooperate and coordinate activities with 
diverse people. Negatively, so much air can generate an overactive mind that wor¬ 
ries and weighs options to the point of mental paralysis. It can be over-adaptive, 
glib and facile, and dissociated from the body due to “living in the head.” With no 
earth in her horoscope to ground her, the latter is likely. When an element is 
missing, surrounding yourself with people who have abundance in that element 
familiarizes you with it, and encourages you to access and express its qualities 



yourself. 

When you add the fire and air points together, you get a very high positive/ 
yang result: twelve. Water and earth energy combined is a mere three. So Oprah 
is operating with a great deal of active, masculine, and extroverted energy, bestow¬ 
ing assertiveness, confidence, courage, and enterprise. Dominance in masculine, 
fixed, and air gives an “over-influence” of Aquarius, the only sign combining all 
these qualities, making Oprah a true Aquarian. She definitely fits the description 
of Aquarius given earlier, seeking “to transform the culture or community,” mak¬ 
ing intellectual efforts “to improve society, driven by altruism that seeks not only 
tolerance but full social integration.” 

Under Signs, personal signs, the ones from Aries to Cancer, total three (two for 
Jupiter and one for Uranus); social signs, from Leo to Scorpio, are allotted five; 
and universal signs, from Sagittarius through Pisces, get the biggest number, 
seven. Oprah is very much oriented to the greater-than-personal world. 

For Houses, personal houses (one through four) get four points; social houses 
(five through seven) also get four, and universal houses (nine through twelve) get 
five. These numbers are close, so nothing is outstanding here. 

Now write down categories with very high or very low numbers under Domi¬ 
nant and Inferior Functions in the upper right of the worksheet. Dominant func¬ 
tions are those the person feels comfortable expressing because they seem easy or 
flow naturally. The inferior functions, with few or no energies, are psychologically 
dynamic because the person is pressured to balance these with the stronger ones. 
For Oprah, the dominant factors are fixed quality, air element, yang (or mascu¬ 
line) energy, and universal signs (and, to a slight degree, houses). She is weaker 
in cardinal energy (only two planets here), earth (and to a lesser degree, water), 
and personal signs. 

Oprah has no singletons, but these are extraordinarily significant if they occur. 
A singleton is only one planet in any of the categories, which means it carries 
total responsibility for representing it. Surprisingly, this magnifies rather than 
underplays the planetary energy. Sometimes it dominates the personality, being 
exaggerated in importance and urging you to satisfy its needs to the exclusion of 
others. If it is too compulsive and hard to gratify, you may initially repress it, 
though the issues will eventually surface with even greater force. 

Oprah does have a Missing Function—no earth. Like singletons, missing 



functions can tilt a life in the direction of what is not there. The psychological 
drive to “fill in the empty space” is even more compelling than a singleton, lead¬ 
ing either to overcompensation or going unconscious. Having singletons or miss¬ 
ing functions may not be detrimental, as many creative geniuses have these in 
their horoscopes. For example, Einstein had a quadruple singleton Uranus. Both 
Errol Flynn and Richard Burton (the actor) had a singleton Mars, each playing 
heroic and sexually magnetic characters. 

Missing earth sensitizes Oprah to the physical level where you satisfy your sen¬ 
sual desires, deal with money, and accomplish practical things in the material 
sphere. With no earth energy, Oprah may obsess about physical security, safety, 
and comfort, and be forced again and again to rethink her attitudes toward her 
body and its functions. With no earth, you have to remind yourself constantly of 
physical needs like eating well, exercising, and getting enough rest. As your life 
unfolds, you can become adept in these areas. Other famous people with no earth 
in their charts are Hugh Hefner (!), Mozart (famously bad at handling money), 
Jackie Gleason (who struggled with his weight), and Gloria Swanson (who carried 
suitcases full of vitamins with her when she traveled). 

Under Aspects in the center of the worksheet, note the numbers of each type of 
aspect, looking for high or low totals, or absence of a particular aspect altogether. 
While Oprah has five squares, she also has six trines and three sextiles, sug¬ 
gesting that challenges are outweighed by talents and opportunities. 

For Patterns, consider that T-square and the grand trine more closely. In the T- 
square, Mercury is in dignity in Aquarius and displays many positive qualities: 
mental brilliance and insight, creativity, open-mindedness, the capacity to think 
independently, and outstanding ability to synthesize and solve problems. It can 
also get lost in abstraction, be arrogantly sure of the superiority of its ideas, and 
think that any difficulty can be resolved by changing thoughts and attitudes. 

In the T-square, Mercury is about ninety degrees from Mars. The earlier sec¬ 
tion on Aspects noted that this can coincide with a sharp, perceptive mind—one 
quick to reply and good in debate, all wonderful qualities for a talk-show host. But 
it can also be sharply critical, quick-tempered, and egotistically invested in its 
ideas, as well as endlessly talkative. The mind is so quick to leap to conclusions 
that it can be impatient with others who are slower to get the point. 

Mercury also opposes Pluto, lending the mind intensity, an ability to sustain 



focus deeply or at length, and the mental power to influence or persuade in adver¬ 
tising, education, politics, or public relations. This is quite different from the as¬ 
pect to Mars, which wants to make instant decisions and speak quickly, while 
Pluto wants to take time to consider before responding. 

Mercury is the common link between the T-square and the grand trine, which 
pulls in Jupiter and Neptune. The Mercury- Neptune trine bestows intuitive 
thinking, an imaginative mind, and the ability to articulate inspiring dreams or 
visions in words. Mercury's easy aspect to Jupiter magnifies these potentials (it al¬ 
ways expands what it touches), and also lends nobility, optimism, and broad¬ 
mindedness to thinking. The mind is naturally philosophical and loves learning. 

Not only does the T-square contain a paradox within itself, but the grand trine 
also presents another contradictory set of probabilities. While Mercury-Mars can 
be impatient and assertive and Mercury-Pluto is determinedly sure of the right¬ 
ness of ideas to be imposed on others, Mercury-Jupiter can be tolerant and rather 
laissez-faire, having a forgiving mental outlook and letting people believe what 
they wish. The aspect to Neptune could reinforce this, being potentially more at¬ 
tuned to the emotion behind the words and disinclined to speak. 

However, if the Mercury-Jupiter manifests as self-righteousness, arrogance, 
and a sense of unquestioned authority, it may combine with the less attractive 
possibilities of Mercury in Aquarius, and the Mercury-Mars and Mercury-Pluto 
hard aspects. Oprah does not seem to have done this, although an aspect's more 
difficult potentials are often encountered early in life. Years ago, she may have 
encountered them in others or have moderated these tendencies in herself. In 
sum, all the Mercury aspects indicate that Oprah has outstanding talents for com¬ 
munication and powerful influence as an inspiring role model. 

You can do the same type of analysis with the other planets in the chart, bal¬ 
ancing their easy and hard aspects, paying special attention to personal planets 
connected to transpersonal energies. If you need more clarity or depth of interpre¬ 
tation at this point, do some research. One of the most insightful sources is chap¬ 
ter 6 of Astrology, Karma, and Transformation: The Inner Dimensions of the Birth 
Chart by Stephen Arroyo, which gives extensive details about personal planets 
(Sun through Mars) linked to Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto. When I first began to 
probe charts, I made detailed notes on aspects like these from many books in 
order to gain more depth in interpretation. 



Step 3: Now put the chart back together, balancing your written notes or memo¬ 
rized information with your intuitive deductions about character and life events. 

In scientific language, dance back and forth between both sides of your brain; in 
astrological terms, engage your Virgo-Pisces polarity—or create a harmonious 
relationship between Mercury (Virgo's ruler) and Neptune (Pisces 1 ruler). 

When reading your own chart, you may immediately recognize aspects of your¬ 
self embodied in the symbolism and also struggle to understand and accept what 
seems unfamiliar. You are bringing into consciousness what may still be uncon¬ 
scious. At first, you may overfocus on more difficult combinations, but keep re¬ 
minding yourself of the positives. The chart is a diagram of your own inner psy¬ 
chic structure; engaging astrology is, in itself, a way of increasing your awareness 
of both strengths and weaknesses. Considering the range of possible expressions 
and matching them to life events and circumstances brings clarity about how far 
along you are in the process of transmuting challenges into strengths. It can be 
heartening to realize the progress you have made in certain areas. 

When reading someone else's horoscope, be cautious for three reasons. First, 
you may not know that person's level of consciousness, and you can only do a 
limited reading for someone whose awareness is greater than your own. Second, 
the chart represents the individual's evolutionary stage at birth. In the inter¬ 
vening years, the person may have grown through psychotherapy, psychological 
selfanalysis, intense bodywork, or simply deeply considering and absorbing life's 
lessons. Some of your interpretation may have been true for that person earlier in 
life, as a child, teen, or young adult, but may not be relevant now. Third, and 
most important, is that astrological patterns predispose physical and psychological 
expressions; they do not predetermine them. 

For Oprah the pre-eminent vehicle for transformation is likely the mind, given 
Mercury's dignity, key position connecting the T-square and grand trine, and sta¬ 
tus as busiest planet in the chart, making the most aspects to others. This means 
that she may recommend that others rely primarily on the mind to alter their life 
circumstances. Mercury seems to have blessed Oprah abundantly with its gifts of 
eloquence and persuasiveness, and cleverness in business negotiations. 

So if you were talking with Oprah about her horoscope, what approach would 
you use? To start by articulating ideas about the Sun is a good choice, since peo¬ 
ple often have some general knowledge of their Sun sign. I personally begin there 



and go on to add “layers” to the interpretation by exploring the Sun's house posi¬ 
tion and aspects. 

In Oprah's case, this means noting the contradiction between the Sun in 
Aquarius and its conjunction with Venus, already explored, as well as offering 
interpretations of the sextile to the Moon, the trine to Jupiter, and the square to 
Saturn. With the latter two, you encounter another paradox: the easy aspect to 
Jupiter promises luck and opportunities naturally arising from “being in the right 
place at the right time” without having to work hard for them, along with career 
success and expansion especially related to learning or teaching (like sponsoring a 
book club!). Yet, she has to watch for being involved in too many projects at one 
time, and being selfindulgent or overspending. 

With the square to Saturn, however, nothing comes easily. It insists that she 
labor for rewards and overcome a difficult childhood—or low self-esteem, or ob¬ 
structive males—to gain respect due to career achievement and money earned. 
While Saturn may make her a late bloomer and a workaholic, it also restrains 
Jupiterian excesses. It may also help compensate for no earth, since Saturn is a 
grounding energy. Though earlier in life she may have bounced between periods 
of optimism and pessimism, later she may have developed a mature ability to 
consider options carefully and make astute choices about where to invest her 
time, energy, and money to great success. Only talking with her would reveal how 
she experiences these issues now. 

Planetary emphasis in the second, eleventh, and tenth houses means you 
should comment on their corresponding life areas. Two planets in the eleventh 
reinforce the Aquarian “vibe” of this chart The Moon there suggests not only 
strong friendships with women, but also that the public becomes her friend. The 
tenth house is especially mixed, containing both Saturn and Neptune. Saturn ex¬ 
pects absolute honesty and integrity or your career can collapse and your public 
reputation suffer (Bill Clinton has this in his horoscope). Neptune draws Oprah 
into charitable work and lends her glamor and charisma. A tenth house Neptune 
can bestow an aura of numinous fascination, so you become the focus of public 
adoration and an icon of inspiration (like Princess Diana, who also had Neptune 
in the tenth). 

When weighing possible interpretations, look for multiple indicators in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the chart. For example, what light can Oprah's horoscope shed on 



her choice not to marry Stedman Graham? The collective focus of her Aquarian 
Sun values wider connections with friends and community and needs much free¬ 
dom. Gemini on the Descendant also likes freedom of movement and expression 
and is reluctant to commit. Even more significant is Uranus in the seventh 
house, which intensifies the need for personal freedom and prefers an unconven¬ 
tional partnership. With this, there can be periodic separations from a mate, with 
exciting reconnections. Oprah needs opportunities to interact with bright people 
and large groups, possibly through technology (Uranus rules television). Uranus 
is also in hard aspect to the Moon, suggesting that a disrupted childhood may 
have established certain emotional patterns, and also that Oprah derives some 
emotional satisfaction from creative or humanitarian activities. 

An advantage to speculating about well-known people's charts is that their lives 
are public and usually well-documented. Reading their biographies, both autho¬ 
rized and unauthorized, along with studying their horoscopes helps develop 
expertise in synthesis. But no story, biography, or astrological chart reveals the 
whole mystery of the appearance, being, and uniqueness of any individual. A 
geographic map is a flat two-dimensional representation of a grander three- 
dimensional reality, teeming with life and activity. Similarly, a horoscope both re¬ 
veals and conceals the multi-dimensional, manypieced puzzle of a human being. 
No matter how inspired or detailed an interpretation, there is no “last word” on 
anyone's chart. 



CHAPTER SEVEN 


CONCLUSION 

the symbolic language of astrology, with its cosmic reference points, speaks 
on many levels—spiritual, esoteric, psychological, and practical—with aston¬ 
ishing variety as well as specificity. Websites and books listed in the Bibliography 
can lead you in many directions: to deepen your understanding of the basics and 
add more factors to your analysis; to analyze one factor in more depth, like a 
dominant planet in your chart; or to gain insights into relationships, medical as¬ 
trology, business and financial cycles, or historical correlatives to astrological pat¬ 
terns. If you are prepared and eager to engage the predictive dimension of astrol¬ 
ogy, look for works on transits, secondary progressions, or solar-arc directions. 

Along with reading other sources, you can purchase your own software to 
study charts, or join credible organizations to receive newsletters and journals, or 
prepare for tests at various levels. In the U. S., the National Council for Geo- 
cosmic Research has a superbly developed four-level study program and admin¬ 
isters examinations. They also publish excellent newsletters and themed journals, 
organize conferences, and have chapters in major American cities. For locations 
and contact persons, consult their website (wivw.geocosmic.org). For the truly 
ambitious, Kepler College in Seattle, Washington offers a four-year accredited 
B.A. degree in astrology and the liberal arts in a combination of online work and 
residential seminars lwww.kepler.edu). 

In Canada, the Canadian Association for Astrological Education sponsors 
workshops, teaches courses, and administers examinations lwww.thecaae.com). In 
England, the Astrological Association of Great Britain is one of the oldest and 
most respected astrological organizations in the world. It conducts excellent con¬ 
ferences each September at a different British university, and puts out first-rate 
publications (www.astrologicalassociation.com). 

These days, your options are many. You can learn independently through read¬ 
ing, or online by accessing websites run by recognized teachers, or in the stimu¬ 
lating company of others while taking courses together. A knowledgable and in¬ 
spiring teacher, as in all traditions, can powerfully stimulate you, accelerate your 
learning, and save you time and money. 



Final Words 

You now have the fundamental components of the astrological alphabet that can 
enable you to analyze and synthesize horoscopes. Understanding your chart can 
encourage you to work with and through challenges, to develop your strengths 
and talents, and to grow gracefully into greater awareness of both your individual 
uniqueness and common humanity. Astrology bridges the psychological and the 
spiritual. Remarkably, every horoscope contains the same archetypal principles, 
so astrology supports the mystical truth of the unity of all things. Yet these uni¬ 
versal elements are in a completely different arrangement in each chart, allowing 
for the wonderful spectrum of human diversity. Seeing that you are included as 
an integral and integrated part of the whole satisfies a longing for meaning and 
purpose as no other study can. 

The benefits of pursuing astrology are many. Contemplating your own horo¬ 
scope puts you in the position of observer—a powerful position that promotes a 
detachment that can enable greater spiritual progress. Comprehending your own 
particular pattern of strengths and weaknesses empowers rather than limits you. 
The more conscious you are, the more control you actually have in your life to 
make more informed choices. As in alchemy, you assist in the perfection or re¬ 
demption of nature by transmuting your own energetic pattern into a more re¬ 
fined expression. In modern New Age language you “cocreate” your experience in 
harmony with the divine. 

For centuries, many have intuited that there is a hidden knowledge, discovered 
by probing beneath the surface of things. This knowledge is encoded in symbols, 
like the inner gold of the alchemists or the prime numbers of the philosophical 
mathematicians. It is the DNA of the cosmos. As the preeminent language of 
symbols, astrology is the most elegantly developed system of correspondances re¬ 
vealing the creative design of the Universe and including us as the living expres¬ 
sion of patterns of cosmic signifi cance. The grandeur of the star-speckled heavens 
is mirrored in the inner beauty and light of the individual soul. Our bodies are 
made of stardust, and our souls forged in the heavens. Through studying the 
stars, heaven is truly brought down to Earth. 
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